
November 14, 2021 - 24  Sunday after Pentecost - A reflectionth

1 Samuel 1:4-20; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Hebrews 10:11-14,19-25; Mark 13:1-8

God’s Dream Continues

Even though we have not been conducting Sunday School sessions during our Sunday morning

meeting I have still been referencing the Sunday School Curriculum for suggestions on sermon ideas. A

few weeks ago we began a new unit in our Sunday School Curriculum which focused on the idea that

God dreamed of a created order with each part working in harmony with the other parts. I think the

image of Harmony is such a wonderful description because it evokes the idea of a choir in perfect

balance for the performance with all parts working together as one. This is not the way in which creation

appears to be operating in our day but God has not given up on the dream of harmony and has put into

action a plan for that to become a new reality.  Scripture contains some images and description of that

action plan and the desired goal. We see some pictures of that new reality in passages such as Hannah’s

prayer (1 Samuel 2:1-10) and the closing chapters of the book of Revelation. The promises of ‘a wolf

lying down with the lamb’ and ‘swords being beaten into ploughshares’ pepper the writings of Isaiah.

Through these images, and others, we are asked to understand that the completion of God’s dream is

inevitable and will use elements of the current corrupt creation to accomplish this feat.  So I invite you to

once again explore this promise and reflect on what that might mean for us in our journey through this

broken and fallen world.

It is a good and pleasant thing to contemplate this future world which is promised to those who

follow and believe in Christ. The end of war and the removal of suffering are two of the most common

images that are used as people react to the promise because war and suffering are the opposite of what

God is going to accomplish. However, the hope presented in God’s promises is challenged by the

circumstances we see all around us.  Only a small portion of that promise can be seen in reality as war

and famine continue to dominate our news reports and the noise of the conflict often drowns out the

evidence of God’s plan at work.  The message of the cross of Christ is, in part, news that God is at work

correcting the situation and preparing the world for its transformation.  The seed of the new creation was

planted in the blood of Jesus and a new way was conceived.  In the encounter recorded in Mark’s Gospel

(chapt 13) Jesus uses the image of ‘birth pangs’ to describe the situations the disciples will face.  As he

stood on the Temple steps Jesus was speaking of the destruction of the earthly Temple that stood in

Jerusalem - destruction that actually did occur in the year 70CE. While speaking of destruction was also

promising the birth of something even more beautiful and wonderful. Instead of a Temple made of stone

God was going to establish a new sort of Temple in which the disciples themselves would become this

different kind of Temple. In St. Peter’s first letter to the Christians who had been scattered because of

the destruction of the earthly Temple he wrote: “like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house

to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter



2:5) It will be through this new “Holy Temple” that God will accomplish all that He has promised and

all those who come to believe in Jesus the Messiah are to have a role to play.

The writer of the letter to the Hebrews reminds us that Jesus has accomplished the once and for

all task of the perfect sacrifice for sin.  We do not have to accomplish this ourselves because Jesus has

done it for us. A debt we would find impossible to repay has been wiped away by the sacrifice of God’s

Messiah.  That certainly does not mean there is nothing for us to contribute to God’s work in the world.

On the contrary, our task is to: share that news with those who do not know, provide a focal point for the

praise of God’s people, and point out the way to eternal life - the promised wonderful kingdom of God.

With his once for all sacrifice Jesus has opened the way to heaven for all believers.  And so, the writer of

Hebrews says: “having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies

washed with pure water let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is

faithful.” (Hebrews 10:22-3)    “Hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is

faithful” What powerful words but so difficult at times to follow.  How can we hold unswervingly to

hope in the face of such terrible circumstances?  As I think about my response to that reality I find it

important to remember that the author who penned those words I’ve quoted was writing to a group of

people who were suffering in many ways.  The challenge given to them would have been met with some

resistance and so he gives them some suggestions for how to maintain hope in the face of harsh realities.

The writer’s advice to help the community accomplish this ‘holding unswervingly’ is to “consider how

we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds” and “let us not give up meeting together, as

some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another - all the more as you see the Day

approaching”. (Hebrews 10:24-5) Hope in Christ’s return and ultimate victory is generated by a very real

thing - the Promises of God - but the nature of our reality sometimes draws our minds away from that

reality.  In the midst of our congregations lies a way in which that hope can remain alive and fresh. 

“Spur one another on toward love and good deeds” and “let us not give up meeting together ...but let us

encourage one another”. Our strength comes from God but it often comes through the gathered

community. One of the primary challenges during this time of pandemic has been keeping a sense of

community alive as we were forced to become physically isolated.  While many important efforts were

made there were many Christians who have been missed in the gathering work of Christ.  We have done

a pretty good job of staying in contact with one another but sometimes the challenge has been too large. 

I praise God for the wonderful efforts made but I also mourn over those who have been allowed to drift

away from the fold.  A challenge we have in these days when it appears the restrictions will soon come

to an end is to prayerfully reach out to those who are still on the fringes of our community and to those

who are in our everyday world so that we can encourage them to ‘hold unswervingly to the hope we

profess’ and so we can ‘spur one another on toward love and good deeds’.



God’s dream is to have the world live in a God-centred harmony and you and I have a role to

play in that work. This is the work of Jesus’ disciples who were told to “go into all the world baptizing

them in the name of Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey all that I

have commanded”.  The hope that lies within us stands at the end of our journey with Christ and we

catch glimpses of that promise in the world around us if we have eyes to see. The work to which we are

called is done most effectively in and through a transformed community of people who have been

brought together by Jesus the Messiah and cleansed by his sacrifice.  All of us, including the isolated

members of the community, are part of that wondrous gathering and it falls to us to prayerfully continue

to find ways of ministering to those who love God and encouraging them to live lives worthy of the

calling.

My prayer is that this short reflection on the readings will help to spur you on toward love and

good deeds.

Glen +


