
“Starlight” — 47-06

PAUSE TO CONSIDER: REFLECTIONS ON SESSION #6


1. Joan’s Opener last night was a reading of the article written and 
published by Wayne in his October 31, 2021 Colleagueslist: https://
colleagueslistiii.blogspot.com/2021/10/colleagues-list-
october-31st-2021.html Please check out this weekly publication by 
Wayne which shares many links with Spiritual Development leaders. 
Here is his article: 


WHY SHOULD FRANCIS VISIT CANADA? 
A Brief Comment 

For some months, Canada's Indigenous people have been advocating strongly 
for a visit from Pope Francis. Many Indigenous people are Catholic, but others 
have been expressing the same. The discovery of unmarked graves at former 
residential schools has triggered the more recent surge in requests, but a 
papal apology has long been demanded. 

There has also been criticism that the Catholic Church has not fully 
compensated residential school survivors as the Canadian Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission had proposed. 

I have been investigating the residential school issue for thirty-five years and 
realize there are significant complexities to having the pope visit and 
apologize. However, after the Truth and Reconciliation commission stated this 
as part of its series of requirements, it has been high time for a just and 
conciliatory move on the part of the Roman Catholic Church. 

For many school survivors, the pope represents a past that cannot ever be 
forgiven. For others, thousands of children have died without benefit of an 
apology.  

If, in fact, the pope does come to Canada, it would represent a victory in itself 
for Indigenous people. Many recognize that, personally, the pope is deeply 
affected by the pain that has been inflicted. 

A major stumbling block is the difference between what the pope feels as an 
individual and what he represents as head of a sinless church (according to 
Catholic teaching). Working this out will not be easy. 

Catholic theology can indeed change over time as has been the case with its 
teachings on colonialism. 
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I am grateful for these early indications on the part of Francis. More comment 
and clarification will be forthcoming as we continue to learn about the pope's 
proposed visit. 

Wayne 

2. We continue to struggle with the whole concept of “Truth and 
Reconciliation” as it connects to our book “Starlight.” It would be 
fair to say that the reason we chose to study this book at this time was 
to increase our awareness of issues relating to our indigenous brothers 
and sisters. At present, we honour them on June 21(third Sunday is 
also Fathers Day in Canada). A quick search online says:   

National Aboriginal Day (now National Indigenous Peoples Day) was announced 
in 1996 by then Governor General of Canada, Roméo LeBlanc, through the 
Proclamation Declaring June 21 of Each Year as National Aboriginal Day. This was 
the result of consultations and statements of support for such a day made by various 
Indigenous groups:

• in 1982, the National Indian Brotherhood (now the Assembly of First Nations) 
called for the creation of National Aboriginal Solidarity Day

• in 1995, the Sacred Assembly, a national conference of Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people chaired by Elijah Harper, called for a national holiday to 
celebrate the contributions of Indigenous Peoples

• also in 1995, the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples recommended the 
designation of a National First Peoples Day

On June 21, 2017, the Prime Minister issued a statement announcing the intention to 
rename this day National Indigenous Peoples Day.

**************************************************************************************************

It is our hope that during this study we will filter what we watch, hear and share with the 
intention of, as Wayne has suggested, finding better ways to know truth and experience 
reconciliation. With that in mind, three current stories have crossed my mind:

a. Over a span of two weekends, two women decided that the Medicine Wheel atop 
Nose Hill was sacreligious (ie antiChristian) so they desecrated a sacred site of the 
Blood Tribe. The article follows: 

Two Calgarians say they’re upset after finding a traditional Blackfoot medicine wheel in 
Nose Hill Park vandalized in separate incidents over the past month.


Giovanna Longhi said she and her husband were walking in the park Friday when they 
found two women inside the Nose Hill Siksikaitsitapi Medicine Wheel, a monument that 
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The Nose Hill Siksikaitsitapi Medicine Wheel, built by Blood Tribe members in 2015, is 
shown on Sunday, October 31, 2021. Photo by Jim Wells/Postmedia


sits on traditional Blackfoot land and holds historical and spiritual significance for the 
First Nation.


One of the women admitted to moving the rocks in the marker to form the shape of a 
Christian cross and placing several small red crosses in the ground, Longhi said. “This 
is a sacred place for the Blackfoot people. It is absolutely wrong to deface what is 
sacred for Indigenous peoples who have been here long before colonizers and settlers 
arrived,” said Longhi, describing the vandalism as “a modern-day crusade.”


A few weeks earlier, Pam Bowyer said she visited the monument and found rocks had 
been displaced, including from the centre of the monument. “I’d like people to really 
stop and think about this as being something from the First Nation, the culture of this 
land that is sacred to them, and we need to respect that, we need to treat it with 
dignity,” Bowyer said.


Blackfoot Elder Calvin Williams said the medicine wheel is similar to markers 
traditionally left by the First Nation across southern Alberta. It was constructed in 
2015 by a group including the late Elder Andy Black Water, and represents all four 
tribes that form the Blackfoot Confederation: Blood, Siksika and Northern and 
Southern Peigan. Williams said the sites are important spiritual locations, representing 
Indigenous tradition and connection to the environment. “That marker at Nose Hill was 
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placed there to honour the Creator. The prayers that were said there by the elders 
included all humans and the residents of Calgary, so that a good relationship can be 
created between both groups,” Williams told Postmedia.


“These markers play a crucial role in Blackfoot way of life, our cosmology and the 
communities that surround us. They resemble the same meaning as any Western 
sacred church. It’s a place where individuals can go and worship creation.”


Williams said settlers have defaced Indigenous artifacts since the time of contact.


“The little that I heard about it is that two people were coming up here and putting in 
crosses, essentially defacing the site. And that’s such a hard thing to deal with, 
especially as we deal with the very difficult history that Christianity has had with 
Indigenous people in Canada,” Wright Many Chief said.


Longhi and her husband reported the vandalism they found to police and filed a police 
report. She said police took one of the women into custody at the scene, but police 
could not be reached Sunday to provide details.


This isn’t the first time concerns over vandalism of the Nose Hill Siksikaitsitapi 
Medicine Wheel have emerged, after a Calgary man spoke out after confronting a 
vandal at the site last October.


Roy Weasel Fat, president of the Red Crow Community College, said he hopes the 
incidents lead to a better understanding of Blackfoot culture.


“For me, it’s a matter of respect going both ways,” Weasel Fat said. “People who 
vandalize, whether they recognize the significance or not, we’re still praying for these 
people that did the vandalizing, that they become more informed and more 
understanding of other cultures.”


— With files from Jim Wells


jherring@postmedia.com


b. The intent of Brazilian missionaries is being questioned by an Indigenous group: 

“U.S. missionaries have long tried to convert the ‘unreached’ in the Amazon. Now 
Indigenous groups are fighting back.” is the headline. The article can be located 
at: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2021/10/31/brazil-amazon-christian-
missionary/
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c. Dr. Carrie Bourassa, University of Regina, is on administrative leave after it was 
discovered that her claim to be Métis is a fabrication that she has used to claim 
international academic status. My question would be “Why?” The whole issue of 
appropriation of indigenous culture by non-indigenous people is a contentious 
one. 

3. Last night, we offered three readings by Wesley French of “Starlight.” 
From Chapter Four we heard (poorly, I might add) we shared space on 
the front step of Frank’s verandah as he and Emmy chatted after 
supper. I have fond memories of those quiet times, just sitting on the 
front step, thinking and chatting. 


	 From Chapter Five, we listen while Emmy and Eugene, with Winnie 	 	
	 curled up by the campfire, discuss Frank, communion and God. I 	 	
	 always try to decipher the reason why Richard Wagamese has his 	 	
	 characters think and say what they do. 


	 From Chapter Six, we ran and ran along with Emmy as she learned a 
	 lifetime worth of survival skills in the back country of the farm in the 	 	
	 Nechako Valley. As Winnie ‘blooms’ so does the self-confidence of 	 	
	 Emmy. Frank and Eugene might just be the first good men to which 	 	
	 Emmy and Winnie might relate. The sound bite I selected came from 		
	 the conversation between Winnie and her mom. The land — it 	 	 	
	 welcomed them.


4. John’s Idea: we should come prepared with a question or two that 
arose from our reading (or our week in general) as part of our 
preparation for each session to be raised in the break out group. Great 
idea!! P.S. Our readings this week take us into the lives of Cadotte, 
Eugene, Emmy, Winnie and Frank in Chapters 7-9. I look forward to 
hearing some really tough challenging questions to shape our 
discussions next week!!
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5. Mike’s Notes from Book One:  

6. From Chat: 

I noted a fair number of comments regarding background noise. The 
general rule of etiquette while using zoom is to remain muted unless you 
are going to speak to the group. So, I will remind you next week to make 
sure that everyone can hear without interruption.  

Margie and Pat are going on a trip so we won’t see them until Session 
#10. Be safe, you two! We welcomed Eldon last night as he dropped in for 
a quick visit. 


Mike noted that Emmy has had a lifetime of being made to feel “small.” 
Being under the influence of Frank and Eugene seems to be the first time 
that she feels good about herself. “She is *choosing* this gladly, willingly. 
She is lost in the wonder of being small instead of lost to the fear of it. 


He adds that Richard ‘has brought out so many thoughts, thanks to his 
superlative writing.’ I would add “and to his amazing story telling skills.”


Deb commented on the quote about the importance of silence. “It took me 
a long time to feel comfortable with silence being such an extrovert. Now I 
crave it.” My comment here is that both Dave and I are quite extroverted 
but with Dave’s hearing loss, we are often ‘silent.’ If I want to be heard, I 
have to be very deliberate… and, as an extrovert, I am used to talking as I 
think. 


Aileen agrees with Deb. “Silence is powerful.” The song by Simon and 
Garfunkel: Enjoy!! 
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There were several comments on the “Huron Carol” with which Wagamese 
opens his one man show in Kamloops. Here it is sung by the Spiritus Choir 
from Kitchener, Ontario and the Toronto Children’s Chorus. 




6. Truth before Reconciliation: 8 ways to identify and confront 
residential School denialism. 
So far we have explored 

1. “Cultural Genocide,”  

2. “Schooling”

3. ”But they learned new skills,” 

4. “They had good intentions”

5. “You’re ignoring all the good things.” And this week we explore…

6. Balance: An equal weighting of different elements. Denialists often 
engage in a form of bias known as “false balance” to wrongly suggest that 
the “good” and the “bad” of residential schooling were equal parts of the 
“whole story.” The insistence on focusing on “positives” to provide “balance” 
fundamentally misrepresents the scholarly consensus, supported by 
overwhelming survivor testimony and backed by historical research, that 
the overall effects of the system are genocidal.

The article is located at: https://theconversation.com/truth-before-
reconciliation-8-ways-to-identify-and-confront-residential-school-
denialism-164692

****************************************************************************************** 
Today I have listened to the audiotape of Book Two — chapters 7-9 and, 
continued to ask myself as I listened (and read) what does this reading 
say to me about Canadian cultures, their meaning and values…..  To 
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this I added listening for the challenges of child poverty, battered 
woman syndrome, urban loneliness, the importance of good people in 
our lives, domestic abuse, male aggression and how Wagamese 
treats these issues in his book. I’ve added ‘appropriation of 
indigenous culture by non-indigenous persons” to my query.  

Chapter Seven is raw, powerful, malevolent, evil… the list goes on in 
describing the power of hatred when it comes to the character of Cadotte. 
He stalks Emmy and Winnie much as he would an animal, only he is not in 
the wilderness but in the heart of the city.  

Chapter Eight offers a guideline to back-country survival techniques. 
Emmy, Winnie, Eugene and Frank head out on horseback on a trail ride 
experience of a lifetime. During that time, deep conversations occur which 
give us more details about the life of each of the main characters and the 
evolution of their characters as they are exposed to the land, to love, to 
peace, calmness and security. 


In Chapter Nine, Emmy has an amazing experience when she approaches 
a deer, using the skills that Frank has taught her. “You touch a deer. You 
gallop a horse,” says Frank as the chapter concludes. We find out more 
about Emmy and Frank’s experiences in their youth. 


Enjoy your read. See you next week.


Thoughtfully yours,

Brenda


P.S. Special Thanks to Mike for sending me his notes from Book One Chapters 1-14. 
He raises all kinds of interesting questions and makes thoughtful comments. If you 
would like your own copy of these notes, let me know and I will forward them to you. 
Thanks again. 


From last week’s “Pause to Consider,” Mike commented: I still do not see a connection 
for reconciliation in this book--at a cultural level.  However, I very much do see 
reconciliation taking place--at a personal level.  Emmy is undergoing reconciliation with 
her past self and feeling so unworthy.  Starlight may be starting into a reconciliation of 
who he is and what is important for him to pass on and whether even he needs to 
change and grow.
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