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PROVERBS – THE PATH TO WISDOM 
The Book of Proverbs – The Father’s 6th Speech 

 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: PROVERBS 4:10-19 (ESV) 
 

EXPOSITION 
 
Our father now has another interaction with his son.  He and the son represent a parent having a chat 
with their child.  It needn’t be formal.  Following the covenant instructions of Israel, it could be a talk 
while they are sitting in the house, or going for a walk outside, or when they are relaxing, or first thing in 
the morning.1  
 
The parent reminds the child what they’ve been sharing up till now. The conversation might go this way, 
“Well, Johnny, I might sound like a broken record, but please hear what I’ve been saying.  Please accept 
it. Hold on to it. Don’t let it go.  Guard this teaching and the example I’ve been giving you.”  Notice the 
parent points to both the lesson and the leadership. It’s not enough just to teach; we must also lead by 
example.  Remember Paul’s words to Timothy?  “You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, 
my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness.”2  When Paul exhorted Timothy, he 
implored him to “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching.”3  I think we all know instinctively 
that if our words don’t match our behavior it will lack that positive impact on our children.   
 
So, the parent pleads with the child not to forget or dismiss what they’ve been taught.  Why?  
Throughout Scripture there is a general principle that obedience to God’s Word brings long life and 
abundant life.  This is true many times in our human existence.  It is ALWAYS true for those who believe 
Christ and receive Him as Savior and Lord (John 3:16; John 10:10) for it contains the promise of eternity. 
 
Now the parent adds another dimension to their instruction.  It might sound this way: “Now Mary let me 
also remind you that if you follow my instruction, you will not stumble and fall into moral confusion and 
ruin.”  Four times the writer introduces the idea of stumbling in this passage.  The repetition is 
intentional.  Godly parents weep with a pain that is indescribable when they see their children continue 
to accumulate moral failure after moral failure. There are few pains as deep as that.  
 
The parents in verses 14-19 build on this idea of walking and stumbling.  The Mom or the Dad tells the 
young person that the wicked (those who disregard the pursuit of God’s wisdom) become consumed by 
sin.  They cause others to fall in the wake of their wicked lives.  Their path is ever-increasing darkness 
until they too stumble and fall. 

 
1 Deuteronomy 6:4-8 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Ti 3:10). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (1 Ti 4:16). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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But (Thank God for the “but”) . . . “But the path of the righteous”4 is different.  At the beginning, the 
path offers just a little light.  But as this person continues to walk in righteousness, their understanding 
and discernment grows and grows and grows.  They do not stumble.  They arrive safely to their 
destination.   
 

MAIN POINT 

 
What are these parents wanted to communicate to their children?  These parents wisely see their 
training and discipline as building blocks.  They keep adding to the curriculum.  Now another building 
block has been added.  Perhaps it would sound this way: 
 
“My son, my daughter, you may not immediately understand the value of what your Mom and Dad are 
saying, but as you continue to live faithfully applying the wisdom of God to your life, you will ever-
increasingly gain perspective.  You will continue to increase in discernment and discretion. 
 
Remember that famous quote by Mark Twain?  He wrote that when he was fourteen, he thought his 
father didn’t know very much, but then he wrote, “But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at 
how much he had learned in seven years.” 
 
The writer to the Hebrews wrote, “But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.” (Hebrews 5:14, ESV).  Our 
discretion and discernment, our knowledge of what is right and wrong are not instantly provided to new 
Christians.  They come in increasing measure as a person is walking faithfully in obedience to Christ. 
 
Note the example of the Lord Jesus. As touching His humanity, He was the son of Mary and Joseph. Dr. 
Luke’s assessment of His childhood years was, “And the child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him.” (Luke 2:40, ESV).  In that same Chapter, Luke records that 
fact that as a twelve-year-old, He was found, “sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions.”5  Imagine!  God in the flesh sitting among the teachers of Israel, listening to them; 
asking them questions.  The comment on His human life was that He “increased in wisdom and in 
stature and in favor with God and man.”6 
 
 

APPLICATION 
 
So, let’s consider some important points: 

 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Pr 4:18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 2:46). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
6 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Lk 2:52). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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1. If this is true, if it’s true that the walk of the righteous leads them into ever-increasing 

discernment, then it must be true that there is always someone ahead of us.  It means there is 
always someone I can listen to; someone I can learn from.  
 

2. Secondly, here’s some advice, If any of us are walking disobediently to God’s Word, we might 
want to withhold opinions on good and evil and listen for intently to God and godly people. Very 
few of us realize the devastating affect of moral failure on future decisions.  (Example from Pre-
marital.) 
 

3. If I am young in the faith, I might adopt humility and teachability to my repertoire.  I remember 
with great regret sitting with my father as a young believer and waxing eloquently in arrogance 
presuming to instruct him on matters of the faith. His patience, as I recall, was amazing.  
   

4. Lastly, if I am a child of godly parents you might seek, by God’s grace, to grant them the highest 
of respect and honour in their guidance in my life. You should be open with them in all areas.  
The days of asking their viewpoint on choice of friends, education, activities – even through to 
dating and courtship has not passed. I have rarely, if ever, seen much success in a marriage that 
took place at the displeasure of the parents.  

 

CONCLUSION 
 
“But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day.” 
(Proverbs 4:18, ESV).   Discretion and discernment are rewards of faithful, righteous living.  They don’t 
come automatically.  Man’s original sin included the idea that they could rebel against God and eat of 
the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil7 – and somehow get it right! How foolish. 
 
The moment we think that we can discern good and evil, right, and wrong, without the wisdom of God, 
“we shall surely die”.  Sadly, we are all born into this world and the condemnation falls upon all of us. 
We have a nature that fails to acknowledge God and the result is a depraved mind that desires to do 
what ought not be done. 8  There’s only one solution and that is to born from above. Our nature must be 
changed. We need to be freed “from sin [and become slaves of righteousness.”9  Only Christ can do that.  
Only the Lord Jesus can cause us to become new creations10.  Those that are born again no longer view 
life in the same way.  If you are not Christian, call upon Christ today to save you.  Repent and believe the 
Gospel and you will soon learn that “the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines 
brighter and brighter until full day.”11 

 
7 Genesis 2:16 
8 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 1:28). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
9 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 6:18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
10 2 Corinthians 5:17 
11 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Pr 4:18). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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