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Finding Purpose in Suffering

What this message is about

In various passages throughout his 
letter, Peter assures his readers 
that their trials and sufferings are 
not arbitrary. Rather those 
hardships are being used by God 
to fulfill specific purposes. 

Purpose of  this message

To encourage our hearts that while 
suffering is always difficult, it is 
not without meaning. God will 
redeem our hurts and trials. 

What are God’s purposes for our 
trials and sufferings on this earth? 

1. To authenticate your faith

1Peter 1:6-7

In this you rejoice, though now for 
a little while, if  necessary, you 
have been grieved by various 
trials, so that the tested 
genuineness of  your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—
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1Peter 1:6-7

may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the 
revelation of  Jesus Christ. 

2. To gain a closer identification
with Jesus

1Peter 2:21-25

For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example, so 
that you might follow in his steps. 
22 He committed no sin, neither 
was deceit found in his mouth. 

1Peter 2:21-25
23 When he was reviled, he did not 
revile in return; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten, but continued 
entrusting himself  to him who 
judges justly. 

1Peter 2:21-25
24 He himself  bore our sins in his 
body on the tree, that we might die 
to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed. 
25 For you were straying like sheep, 
but have now returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of  your 
souls. 

3. To win a hearing for the gospel.

7 8

9 10

11 12



11/10/2021

3

1Peter 3:14-17

But even if  you should suffer for 
righteousness' sake, you will be 
blessed. Have no fear of  them, nor 
be troubled, 15 but in your hearts 
honor Christ the Lord as holy, 

1Peter 3:14-17

always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you 
for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and 
respect, 

1Peter 3:14-17
16 having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, 
those who revile your good 
behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame. 17 For it is better to suffer 
for doing good, if  that should be 
God's will, than for doing evil. 

4. To purify our behavior

1Peter 4:1-2

Since therefore Christ suffered in 
the flesh, arm yourselves with the 
same way of  thinking, for whoever 
has suffered in the flesh has 
ceased from sin, 

1Peter 4:1-2
2 so as to live for the rest of  the 
time in the flesh no longer for 
human passions but for the will of  
God. 
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5. To learn dependence on God 
and trust in God

1Peter 4:19

Therefore let those who suffer 
according to God's will entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator 
while doing good. 

6. To identify with other believers

1Peter 4:8-9

Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, 
firm in your faith, knowing that the 
same kinds of  suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world.

7.  To fully experience God’s 
restoration

1Peter 5:10-11

And after you have suffered a little 
while, the God of  all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory 
in Christ, will himself  restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish 
you. 11 To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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2Cor. 4:16-18

So we do not lose heart. Though 
our outer self  is wasting away, our 
inner self  is being renewed day by 
day. 17 For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an 
eternal weight of  glory beyond all 
comparison, 

2Cor. 4:16-18

18 as we look not to the things that 
are seen but to the things that are 
unseen. For the things that are 
seen are transient, but the things 
that are unseen are eternal.

Next Step

This week, go over the seven 
purposes for trials and suffering 
from 1Peter. Ask which one applies 
to any current trial you are 
enduring. See if  any of  these apply 
to past trials or hurts. 

Next Step

Ask God for the grace to receive 
his purpose for your hurt even if  
you do not fully understand it. 

25 26

27 28


