
 When I was younger, I hated the routine and ritual of the 
church calendar.  It felt like we do the same thing over and over.  But 
as I got older and explored other churches in my college years, I 
came to realize the beauty of the liturgy and cycles of the church 
calendar.  There’s a comfort to it, as well as a deep sense of 
participating in something historic, something that’s been happening 
for a very long time in the life of the church.  Which is to say that the 
seasons of the life of the church are one of my favorite things about 
our faith.  Because the seasons, like Lent, Pentecost, Epiphany, and 
Advent, invite us to journey through the story of faith.  It may seem 
like it’s the same over and over, but it’s not.  Because we are never 
the same people having heard the story of faith once again. 
 We are wrapping up what is cleverly and creatively called 
“Year B”, which is just to say it’s the second of a three-year cycle in 
the Revised Common Lectionary, where all of our readings come 
from for worship.  Today is the last reading we have from the Gospel 
of Mark, at least until the year 2023.  And I don’t know if you recall 
this, but way back in December of last year, we began our journey 
through the Gospel of Mark with chapter 13, meaning that today 
we’ve come full circle. 
 Which feels a bit odd because if you’re like me, your 
organizational brain kicks in and knows that we should start at the 
very beginning for the beginning is a very good place to start.  Thank 
you, Julie Andrews.  But perhaps it isn’t so strange after all, when 
you think about it.  Because chapter 13 is often called “Mark’s Little 
Apocalypse.”  And for most people, apocalypse refers to the end.  But 
unlike the dystopian, post-apocalyptic novels that are so popular, 
many of which I love by the way, for Mark, an apocalypse is not the 
end, so much as it is the beginning of something new. 
 Because the point of apocalyptic literature is not as it’s been 
made out to be in our culture and time.  It’s not really about the chaos 
and destruction.  It’s not really about all the frightening things that are 
so often described.  Apocalyptic writing, like our readings today, is 
actually about hope.  It’s about the dawning of a new day, the promise 
that the worst things in life are not the last things.  It’s about new birth 
and rebirth.  It’s about the power of resurrection and the love that 
holds us forever.  It’s about the Good News of God. 
 Remember, we began the gospel of Mark with a really 
important reminder: that everything we’d read, everything that would 

take place in the gospel was predicated on one underlying truth:  This 
is the beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the son of God.  
This is Mark’s story of the good news of Jesus Christ.  And the 
challenge is to read it and hear it and see it as good news, even when 
it’s hard, even when it’s challenging, even when Jesus talks about 
earthquakes and famines and wars and conflict.  Even when it’s 
tempting to believe the ones who say these things happen as part of 
God’s judgment.  It’s really about the good news.  It has always been 
about the good news of Jesus Christ. 
 Because we live in a broken world.  We live in a world where 
chaotic things happen and people are selfish and scared and angry.  
We live in a world that does not yet operate under love and mercy 
and grace, as much as it operates under judgment and self-
righteousness.  We live in a world where it’s so much easier to give 
up and believe in nothing but ourselves, rather than hold onto the 
hope and possibility that life could be different. We live in a world that 
is still affected by the powers of sin and death, making it difficult to 
see how spirituality is even a worthwhile endeavor, why faith even 
matters, and how resurrection is even possible. 
 Which is exactly the purpose of an apocalypse like Mark’s.  
Or Daniel’s.  Or the entirety of the book of Revelation.  It’s a reminder 
to us all that this is a story of good news.  The good news of a God 
who has come near to be with us, to walk with us, to teach us, lead 
us, guide us, and strengthen us.  It’s the good news of a God who 
refuses to let the beloved creation remain tarnished and broken, but 
has promised to uphold it, heal it, and renew it.  It’s the good news of 
a God who will bring newness of life to you and to me and to all 
people who dare to trust in this impossible promise, who hold fast to 
the good news that we see and know and experience in and through 
Jesus Christ, who believe that in spite of the chaos around us, there 
is a new reality about to be born. 
 It’s the story of the good news that give us faith and gathers 
us together into one community in Christ.  For the earth will change.  
The mountains will tremble.  Empires will fall.  Death will appear to 
have won.  But we won’t be afraid.  Everything will be all right.  
Because we know the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
And in Christ, we know that resurrection is spelled,  
L – I – F – E                    A – F – T – E – R            D – E – A – T – H  

Amen. 


