
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 14th 2021 

24th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Remembrance Sunday) 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history 
and heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for 
prayer and to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are 
available to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. We continue to require masks and physical distance for 
any in-person gatherings and ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place inperson, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9am-12 Noon. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please 
stay and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Ven. Alastair Singh-McCollum 
Reader: Bob MacDonald 
Music:  The MacRae Choral Scholars,  
David Stratkauskas, Director of Music, Emily Markwart, Sutton Organ Scholar 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language 
about God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in 
terms which elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our 
understanding of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the 
beauty of the words and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation.  
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Organ prelude 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: Margaret Woodley (2019) 

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Psalm    46 

1  God is our hope and strength * a very present help in trouble. 
2  Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved * and though the hills be carried 
into the midst of the sea. 
3  Though the waters thereof rage and swell * and though the mountains shake at the 
tempest of the same. 
4  The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God * the holy place of the 
tabernacle of the most Highest. 
5  God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed * God shall help her, and 
that right early. 
6  The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved * but God hath shewed his 
voice, and the earth shall melt away. 
7  The Lord of hosts is with us * the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
8  O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord * what destruction he hath brought 
upon the earth. 
9  He maketh wars to cease in all the world * he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the 
spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire. 
10  Be still then, and know that I am God * I will be exalted among the heathen, and I will 
be exalted in the earth. 
11  The Lord of hosts is with us * the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Lesson    Text: Habakkuk 1:1—2:1 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 

O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, 
   and you will not listen? 
Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ 
   and you will not save? 
Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
   and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
   strife and contention arise. 
So the law becomes slack 
   and justice never prevails. 
The wicked surround the righteous— 
   therefore judgement comes forth perverted. 

Look at the nations, and see! 
   Be astonished! Be astounded! 
For a work is being done in your days 
   that you would not believe if you were told. 
For I am rousing the Chaldeans, 
   that fierce and impetuous nation, 
who march through the breadth of the earth 
   to seize dwellings not their own. 
Dread and fearsome are they; 
   their justice and dignity proceed from themselves. 
Their horses are swifter than leopards, 
   more menacing than wolves at dusk; 
   their horses charge. 
Their horsemen come from far away; 
   they fly like an eagle swift to devour. 
They all come for violence, 
   with faces pressing forward; 
   they gather captives like sand. 
At kings they scoff, 
   and of rulers they make sport. 
They laugh at every fortress, 
   and heap up earth to take it. 
Then they sweep by like the wind; 
   they transgress and become guilty; 
   their own might is their god! 
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Are you not from of old, 
   O LORD my God, my Holy One? 
   You shall not die. 
O LORD, you have marked them for judgement; 
   and you, O Rock, have established them for punishment. 
Your eyes are too pure to behold evil, 
   and you cannot look on wrongdoing; 
why do you look on the treacherous, 
   and are silent when the wicked swallow 
   those more righteous than they? 
You have made people like the fish of the sea, 
   like crawling things that have no ruler. 

The enemy brings all of them up with a hook; 
   he drags them out with his net, 
he gathers them in his seine; 
   so he rejoices and exults. 
Therefore he sacrifices to his net 
   and makes offerings to his seine; 
for by them his portion is lavish, 
   and his food is rich. 
Is he then to keep on emptying his net, 
   and destroying nations without mercy? 

I will stand at my watch-post, 
   and station myself on the rampart; 
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, 
   and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Michael Wise (1648-1687). 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he 
hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his 
Name.  And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath 
showed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 
the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and  the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  He  remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  
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Please be seated. 

Second Lesson Text: Luke 16:1-13 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him 
and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give me an account of your 
management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to 
himself, “What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am 
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, 
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much do you owe 
my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, 
sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, “And how much do you 
owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and 
make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had 
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by 
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the 
eternal homes. 

‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a 
very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest 
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with 
what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two 
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: Wise 

LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To 
be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
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Apostles’ Creed 

 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of 
Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 

 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil.  Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the Queen; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
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First Collect, of the day: A.C.C. 
O ALMIGHTY GOD, kindle, we beseech thee, in every heart the true love of peace, and 
guide with thy wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in 
tranquillity thy dominion may increase till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy 
love; through Jesus Christ our lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Second Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give 

unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be 
set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear 
of our enemies may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Third Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 

all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Anthem    Text: Psalm 122.6-9; Music: John Blow (1649-1708) 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. 
Peace be within thy walls: and plenteousness within thy palaces. 
For my brethren and companions' sakes: I will wish thee prosperity. 
Yea, because of the house of the Lord our God: I will seek to do thee good.. 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn. 
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Hymn Text: John Bell (1949- ). Music: John Bell, WHAT SHALL WE PRAY? 

 © GIA Publications Inc, all rights reserved, Reprinted under Onelicense.net #A-719605 

 

What shall we pray for those who died  
those on whose death our lives relied?  
Silenced by war but not denied,  
God give them peace. 

What shall we pray for those who mourn  
friendships and love, their fruit unborn?  
Though years have passed, hearts still are torn;  
God give them peace. 

What shall we pray for those who live  
tied to the past they can’t forgive  
haunted by terrors they relive?  
God give them peace. 

What shall we pray for those who know  
nothing of war, and cannot show  
grief or regret for friend or foe?  
God give them peace. 

What shall we pray for those who fear  
war, in some guise, may reappear  
looking attractive and sincere?  
God give them peace. 

God give us peace and, more than this,  
show us the path where justice is;  
let us never be remiss  
working for peace that lasts. 

Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn, overleaf. 
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Final Hymn (CP 577) Text: Harry Emerson Fosdick (1878-1969), alt.   Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes (1873-1932). 

God of grace and God of glory,  
 on your people pour your power;  
now fulfil your church’s story;  
 bring its bud to glorious flower.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
 for the facing of this hour. 

Lo, the hosts of evil round us  
 scorn your Christ, assail his ways.  
Fears and doubts too long have bound us;  
 free our hearts to work and praise.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
 for the living of these days. 

Cure your children’s warring madness.  
 Bend our pride to your control.  
Shame our wanton selfish gladness,  
 rich in goods and poor in soul.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
 lest we miss your kingdom’s goal. 

Set our feet on lofty places;  
 gird our lives that they may be  
armoured with all Christ-like graces  
 in the fight for liberty.  
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,  
 lest we fail ourselves and thee. 

The Blessing or Grace 

Organ Voluntary  

  

The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine  

(Diocese of British Columbia / Anglican Church of Canada) 

1611 Quadra Street Victoria BC  V8W 2L5     250.383.7169     

stjohnthedivine.bc.ca           facebook.com/musicSJD 


