Forgiveness: A Crucial Key to Knowing God
Jonah 4

Christ’s work on the Cross removed the obstacles that separated us from God. This gift of forgiveness was very costly but, if accepted, frees us to enjoy a relationship with our Creator. However, an unforgiving spirit robs us of His joy and opens us to dire consequences. 

I. What Is Forgiveness?

(A.)  Greek -   To ________________, to _____________   _______________.          Lev. 16:21)
(B.)  Forgiveness is a __________________ and ___________________ willingness to let something (an offense, a wrong) go. 
(C.)  Forgiveness means letting it go to __________ control. (Deut. 32:35)
II. What Does an Unforgiving Spirit Show?

(A.) Misunderstanding of God’s Grace - (Jonah 4:2)    Merit - Not deserving!
(B.) Miscalculation of my Debt - (Luke 7:47)
III. What Does an Unforgiving Spirit Do?

(A.) Opens door to Bitterness - (Heb. 12:15)
(B.) Shuts door to grace and freedom - Heb. 12:15)
An unforgiving spirit is evidence that we have been basic- ally untouched by the immensity of God’s love and mercy. We haven’t understood the tremendous price God paid to forgive us.
Going Deeper:
1. Would you describe yourself as a forgiving person or one who tends to hold a grudge? What factors have contributed to this disposition?  

2. Why do you think forgiveness is such a crucial truth in the Scriptures? Why does God place such em- phasis on this spiritual principle?   
3. What is it about “releasing” someone from a wrong they have done to you, that is so incredibly hard? Do you see how this requires you to trust God’s justice and His grace to prevail?  
4. Why is it so crucial to remind ourselves of God’s amazing mercy toward us? What part does this awareness play in our ability to forgive others? 
5. What part does God’s grace (unmerited favor) play in this matter of letting go of past hurts and wounds inflicted by others?
6. Personal: Jonah had a deep hatred of the Ninevites due to past terrible cruelty and wickedness. He truly felt they were not “worthy” of God’s forgiveness. Have you ever felt that way about someone? Do you still?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. Have you ever had to forgive someone for something they have done to you? When you for- gave them, how did it make you feel? 
2. Why do you think Jesus asks us to forgive others? Does He know it will actually be good for us? Do you think He can help you to forgive?
3. Have your Mom and Dad ever forgiven you for something you have done? How did that make you feel?  
