
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Nov 14, 2021   ~   “Fruitbearing”   ~   John 15:1-8  
 

DEVOTIONAL 

 
Last week we talked about teamwork and partnership.  That continues to be 
our topic.  We are continuing to think what it means to “increase the size of 
our canoe”, so to speak.  We introduced the possibility of a partnership with 
Wildwood Fellowship Church. 
 

 
 
When it comes to ministry capacity and capability, perhaps nothing is more 
simple and profound than a grape vine.  Through the book of John, we can see 
reflected in the life of Jesus the ideal life of the Christian.  When it comes to 
His teaching in John 15, note five ways in which God wants us to live for Him: 

1. Remaining in Him 

2. Walking In Obedience 

3. Producing spiritual fruit 

4. Expressing joy 

5. Loving others 
 
Let’s focus on the fruit bearing.  This discourse took place immediately after 
the time in the upper room.  Could it have been that they went past the temple 
gate and saw the golden symbol of the vine there?  Or did Jesus use the vines 
on the road to Gethsemane as His illustration?  
 

• Verse 1  -  Jesus said, “I am the Vine” and then He identified God as 
the Gardener.  The Father is our wise, powerful, capable, and 
compassionate vine dresser.  God will do the work pruning and 
enhancing fruit production.  Verse 2 describes how He “takes” (lift up)  
and “prunes” the branches. 

 

• Verse 5  -  Jesus said, “I am the Vine” and then He identified 
Christians – His followers – as the branches.  Literally He said, “I 
myself am the vine, the true”  Jesus is the source of our life.  The life of 
the branch, and the ability to produce fruit is in the vine.  Further, if we 
are connected to Him we are connected to each other. 
 

The critical issue in viticulture is sap flow – the ability of life giving fluid to flow 
from the vine into the branches. 
 

The trunk is composed of sleeves of conductive tissue, most notably 
the phloem and xylem. The outside bark of the vine contains the 
phloem tissues which transports sap, enriched by sugars and other 
molecules, from the leaves to the rest of the vine.…The xylem is the 
woody tissue on the inside of the trunk that moves sap, enriched 
with water, minerals and other compounds, up from the roots to the 
leaves.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canopy_(grape) 

  
Now, let’s be clear…merely joining two congregations more fruit will not be 
created.  That would only be a focus on the structural or organizational aspect 
of ministry.  Only by remaining in Jesus will this occur.  If we are talking about 
the growth of the Vine, through us the branches, then great fruitfulness can 
come…as long as we collectively have the life of Jesus flowing through us!   
See Romans 5:10 and Galatians 2:20 
 
Today is a day of prayer for Fellowship National…but we’ll share the video on 
November 28 so it will include folks from Wildwood.  In the introduction to the 
video you will hear: 
 

You are a part of story and a history…a story and history that started 
out of a deep conviction over 60 years ago…a conviction that the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ has power…a conviction that this Gospel is 
transformational and that it’s alive…a conviction that the local church is 
the vehicle that God uses to transform lives. 

 
In his book Radical Together (Multnomah, 2011) David Platt (a pastor who 
survived hurricane Katrina in 2005) wrote, 
 

The last thing you and I want to do is waste our lives on religious activity 
that is devoid of spiritual productivity.” 

 
Let’s allow the life of Jesus to flow through us!  Check out some personal 
exercises on the next page which can help you. 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canopy_(grape)
https://www.fellowship.ca/blog/531/Day-of-Prayer-2021


REFLECTION 

 
John 15 Secrets 
 
Take some time to read John 15 and reflect.  One way to organize your 
responses is to follow the outline below, taken from the book Five Secrets of 
Living by Warren W. Wiersbe (Tyndale House Publishers, 1978). 

  
1. The secret of fruit bearing is living 

 
 

2. The secret of living is abiding 
 
 

3. The secret of abiding is obeying 
 
 

4. The secret of obeying is loving 
 
 

5. The secret of  loving is knowing 
 
 
 
The Abiding of Jesus 
 
Each of the Gospel writers tell of the fruitful life of Jesus Christ.  Below are 
some specific passages from the book of John which record the way in which 
Jesus’ life displayed first secret of a fruitful life – remaining or abiding.  Jesus 
displayed oneness with the Person and the purposes of God. 
 
John 

1:1-18 

3:31-35 

5:17-47 

6:29-59 

7:28-29 

8:16-30 

10:22-30 

13:20,31-32 

14:7-11,20 

16:15 

17:10-11,22-26 

More Fruit 
 
Pastor and teacher John MacArthur writes, 
 

The branches that abide in the vine--those who are truly in Christ--are 
blessed, they grow and bear fruit, and the Father lovingly tends them. It 
is a beautiful picture of the Christian life, and it magnifies the blessings 
associated with abiding in Christ: salvation, fruitfulness, answered 
prayer, abundant life, full joy, and security.   read the full article 

 
 
 

Exchanged Life? 
 
What is the exchanged life?  Author Howard Taylor has written a wonderful 
account of the discovery which missionary pioneer Hudson Taylor 
experienced during his service in China.  You can read it in the book Hudson 
Taylor's Spiritual Secret (Moody Publishers, 2009). 
 
Here is a link to the chapter that explains the “exchanged life”. 
 
 
 

https://www.gty.org/library/articles/P18/abiding-in-christ#top
http://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=20751

