
Webpage: www.firstunitedchurch.ca  ~ Facebook: First United Church, Waterloo 1 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

16 William Street West, Waterloo, Ontario 

(519) 745-8487   www.firstunitedchurch.ca 

Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love. 

 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 - We Are a Caring Community 

 

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 

 

Prelude Pieces for Organ on Contemporary Hymn Tunes  Mark D. Himmelman 

  Will You come and Follow Me; Sing with All The Saints in Glory; Servant Song  

 

Acknowledgement of the Land    Rev. Rose Ann Vita  

We acknowledge that the land on which First United Church, Waterloo, resides are the 

lands traditionally used by the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, and Neutral People.       

We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep traditional knowledge, laws, and 

philosophies of the Indigenous Peoples with whom we share this land today. We are all 

treaty people with a responsibility to honour all our relations. May it be so. Amen 

 

Welcome and Announcements    Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

First United is a vibrant community in the heart of Uptown Waterloo. We love to 

welcome people of all ages and all backgrounds, both to our worship services and to the 

many events that are held in virtually and in our building. Our purpose is "Building 

Relationships, Living God's Transforming Love." We live out our purpose through four 

areas of ministry: worship, faith formation and development, pastoral care, and 

outreach. First United is an Affirming Church, striving for the full inclusion of people who 

express their sexuality through all orientations and gender identities. If you would like to 

know more about First United Church, don't hesitate to contact myself, the Rev. Rose 

Ann Vita, or my colleague, the Rev. Harry Disher. If you would like to receive our church 

newsletter, contact the church office. Contact information is on our web page. We hope 

that you feel welcome here today and that during this time of worship you experience 

God's transforming love.  

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle   RAV (words) & Mary Joan Brooker (candle lighter) 

In the shadows of life, Christ is our guiding light. No matter where we are or what 

circumstances we find ourselves, we are not alone. Christ travels with us and illumines 

our way. May the Christ Candle be a sign of God's presence with us this day. And always. 

Amen 
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Opening Hymn  I the Lord of Sea and Sky (VU 509) 

1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in deepest sin 

My hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night, 

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send?       

 

 REFRAIN      Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord? 

                            I have heard you calling in the night. 

                            I will go Lord, if you lead me. 

                            I will hold your people in my heart. 

2. I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them. 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

Give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them, 

Whom shall I send?   REFRAIN 

 

3. I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. 

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide 

Till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. 

Whom shall I send?  REFRAIN 

 

 
Opening Prayer     RAV (call) & Mary Joan Brooker (response) 

We rise, humbly hearted. We rise, we won’t be divided.  

We rise with the Spirit to build us into a community and guide us. We rise! 

In hope, in prayer, we find ourselves here. 

In hope, in prayer, we have been gathered for worship. 

We rise, we are youth with vision. We are elders with wisdom. 

We rise, we are all children of God surrounded by our ancestors of faith. We rise! 

In hope, in prayer, we find ourselves here. 

In hope, in prayer, we have been gathered for worship. 

We rise, up from the difficulties of this week. 

We rise, with tears and with courage. We rise embracing life. We rise! 

In hope, in prayer, we find ourselves here. 

In hope, in prayer, we have been gathered for worship. 

We rise, humbly hearted. We rise, we won’t be divided.  

We rise with the Spirit to build us into a community and guide us.  We rise! 

 

Message for All Ages      Rev. Harry Disher 
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WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTURE, SERMON, AND SONG 

 

Sung Scripture: Shepherd Psalm (Psalm 23)   D & J. Hall/ arr. M. McDonald  

       Gallery Choir 

 

James 5:13-16 (The Message)    Mary Joan Brooker    

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing  

songs of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church  

to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer 

offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have 

sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful  

and effective.   Hear with your hearts what the Spirit is saying. 

 

Sermon  We Are a Caring Community  Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

 

Caring at First      Video by the Pastoral Care Committee 

 

Sermon Hymn  Love is the Touch (MV 89 - Tune: Slane)  

1. Love is the touch of intangible joy;  

love is the force that no fear can destroy;  

love is the goodness we gladly applaud:  

God is where love is, for love is of God.  

 

2. Love is the lilt in a lingering voice;  

love is the hope that can make us rejoice;  

love is the cure for the frightened and flawed:  

God is where love is, for love is of God.  

 

3. Love is the light in the tunnel of pain;  

love is the will to be whole once again;  

love is the trust of a friend on the road:  

God is where love is, for love is of God.  

 

4. Love is the Maker, and Spirit, and Son;  

love is the kingdom their will has begun;  

love is the pathway the saints all have trod:  

God is where love is, for love is of God. 
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WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 

 

Call for the Offering       Rev. Rose Ann Vita  

 Response What Can I Do? (MV 191)     
 

What Can I Do? What can I bring? 

What can I say? What can I sing? 

I'll sing with joy. I'll say a prayer.  

I'll bring my love. I'll do my share.  (X 2) 

Dedication        Rev. Rose Ann Vita  

Gracious God, accept our offerings. Bless our gifts that we have given whether they be 

monetary or offerings of ourselves stepping out in faith, with our brokenness, our 

leftovers, our hope, and our being. Bless and transform our gifts and all we offer --- and 

all that we hold back, so that new life might abound to celebrate and honour your holy 

name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People      RAV (words) & Mary Joan Brooker  

Source of life and death, ground of all being, life itself is the great mystery.  

We live and die in the mystery of being from moment to moment. 

 We pray for ourselves this day: 

May we be more kind, tolerant and charitable toward one another 

and all with whom we share this globe. 

May we be more ready to lend a helping hand, 

make someone's life a little easier and happier by what we do or say, 

and bequeath a kinder and fairer earth than we received. 

In hope, in prayer, may we become a caring community  

In hope, in prayer, may the Spirit's power of healing love flow through us.  

May we find compassion for our sisters and brothers, 

especially those we often declare as ‘different’. 

May we give good memories and receive good memories. 

May old wounds be healed. 

May joys be celebrated. 

In hope, in prayer, may we become a caring community  

In hope, in prayer, may the Spirit's power of healing love flow through us.  

May our time together renew our hope. 

May the stories, old and new, we have heard refresh our courage. 

May the songs we sing in our hearts lift our spirits. 

May the words we that we speak to others dispel anger. 

May the sound of laughter restore us. 

This is our prayer. Amen. 
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WE GO TO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 

 

Sending Hymn Sent Out in Jesus Name (MV212) 

1. Sent out in Jesus' name, our hands ae ready now 

to make the world the place, in which the kingdom comes. (x2) 

 

2. The angels cannot change, a world of hurt and pain 

into the world of love, of justice and of peace. 

The task is ours to do, to set it really free 

O, help us to obey, and carry out your will. (x 2) 

 

Blessing        Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

 Go now in peace, knowing that wherever we go, 

the Spirit of God has already been there before us. 

 

Commissioning       Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

 The time of worship is ended and so we return to our homes.  

May we do so with the assurance that in this bewildering time,  

God loves each one of us unconditionally.  

 

The Spirit of God is our guiding light,  

pointing to the way of extreme compassion.  

And sometimes, sometimes God is mischievous and  

surprises us with abundant grace. Amen! 

 

Postlude Fantasy on “When in Our Music God is Glorified”      Albert Travis  

   ____________________________________ 

Today's Worship Leaders 

Presiding and Preaching: The Rev. Rose Ann Vita, Minister of Worship and Pastoral Care 

Musician: Kathleen King Martin and Gallery Choir  

Candle Lighter and Reader: Mary Joan Brooker 

Message for All Ages: Rev. Harry Disher 

Video: Caring at First:  The Pastoral Care Team  

AV Team: Harold Arnett, Matthew Savage, Greg Case 

 

CREDITS 

Opening Prayer: Adapted from Beyt Tikkun High Holiday Song Supplement – 5781 
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