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The Bethlehem Star      November 2021 

We are a Christian community rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ that gathers to  
worship, learn and share, and reaches out to welcome, witness and serve. 

All Saints 
For All Saints, we will be doing something different. Rather than ringing a single bell after each 
name is read, we will be adding a note to a chord played using the singing bell technique 
(https://youtu.be/_ipXEzNOrFc). So as each persons name is read, their note will join this 
chord much like each saint that has gone before us has joined the great cloud of witnesses. 
Please let Marshall know if you are willing to be one of the people adding a singing bell note 
to this chords as names are read.  

God’s Work. Our Hands. 
November 14th we will be meeting at Samaritan House for our 3rd GWOH outing.  They need 
help with painting some rooms that need sprucing up.  Please come out and support this 
wonderful organization.  Your efforts make a huge difference in our community! 

Blood Drive– December 7th 
The next Vitalant blood drive at Bethlehem will be December 7th from 1:00 to 5:30.  Please 
contact Gary or Glenda to sign up. 
Gary Aasheim, (M) 406-698-4138 
Glenda Skeim, 406-250-1890 

Blast from the Past 
Struggling to find that perfect Thanksgiving dessert?  Why not try 
a Mystery Cake from the Culinary Guide Compiled by The Bethle-
hem Lutheran Ladies Aid from 1935: 
 
2c flour, 1tsp cinnamon, 1tsp nutmeg, 1tsp baking powder, 1tsp 
salt, 1 can tomato soup, 1tsp soda, 1tbsp butter, 1c sugar, 1c wal-
nuts, 1c raisins, 1/2c chopped citron and orange peel.  Cream 
butter and sugar well.  Sift flour, baking powder, salt, and spices.  
Mix soda with soup, add alternately with dry ingredients.  Mix re-
maining ingredients, stir into batter.  Bake in loaf pan, 35 minutes 
in moderate oven.  Frosting– 1 cake Philadelphia cream cheese, 
creamed with about 1 1/2c powdered sugar.  Add 1tsp vanilla. 
—Mrs. N. Knutson. 

https://youtu.be/_ipXEzNOrFc
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Things for which I am THANKFUL… 
 
FAMILY – I’ve been blessed with a family that, while certainly not perfect, has 
been loving, supportive, and encouraging.  My parents taught me to reach for my 
dreams, slow down and enjoy the flavors of life, and appreciate a job well done.  

My sister still loves to tease me – and it reminds me of our unique, lifelong bond.  Jana and 
Jacob are ever reaching for new experiences to which they allow me to tag along. 
 
FAITH – I’m grateful for a theology that teaches that faith is a gift, not something earned or 
held by strength of will.  Like the sunshine on a chilly morning, faith is the assurance of life 
and love in the midst of a troubled world.  I don’t have to reach out and receive it – it gives 
unconditionally.  It tells me that no matter what, God is with me. 
 
CREATIVITY – I usually think of myself as a fairly logical, linear thinker.  But I’ve also enjoyed 
quite a range of creative endeavors in my life.  As a teenager I developed a love for music.  I 
sang in choirs at school and church.  I got to act in some drama productions, and I’ve 
strummed a few chords on the guitar.  Today, it’s woodworking that’s captured my muse – I 
joke that I make mostly sawdust and scrap wood, but occasionally something beautiful emerg-
es from my shop. 
 
STORIES – Books, movies, stage plays, cultural storytelling, comedy, tragedy, memoirs… I get a 
little philosophical when I think about the story of our lives – of our world.  How else can we 
describe our experiences except by telling the stories of our experiences – or hearing stories 
that resonate somehow with our own to teach us about truth and hope.  More than just a fun 
escape (although sometimes that’s all they are and need to be), stories are the eyes of God 
through which we see ourselves. 
 
COMMUNITY – We’re all connected.  Friendships, church, clubs and organizations, ethnic con-
nections, pride in our shared citizenry as a nation.  We need one another and need to rely on 
one another.  Sometimes we need to hold one another accountable, as Reformers of the 
church have then and now, or as any number of us do when we offer words of criticism of pre-
sent social policies.  Ideally, we debate and disagree in healthy ways in order to create the life 
around us where and when we can celebrate the joy and wonder of life together. 
 
As Thanksgiving comes around again this year, I encourage you to make a list of your THANK-
FUL THINGS.  Like mine, it will be incomplete and perhaps a list to which you add words little 
by little for the rest of your life.  Being mindful of these things reminds us that evil is de-
stroyed by good and despair is eliminated by hope. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! 
Pastor Scott 

Greening of the Church 
The greening of the church will take place on November 27th at 9:30am.   

All volunteers are welcome! 
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BLC Council Meeting Highlights 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
September Income $23,784; Expenditures $29,005; Ending balance September 2021 $57,770.  
Duane reports Committee expenses were lower this year, and he was able to transfer $1000 
into the organ fund. 
 
Music Ministry Report 
Marshall is feeling better.  Symptoms waning.  Choir practice is cancelled this week but will 
be singing the next 3 Sundays.  Still having challenges organizing Handbells and Mixture 
class has had poor attendance.  Pastor asked council to encourage people to join with BLC 
music. 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Day of Service is October 17th at Sparrow’s Nest to do some yardwork.   New Member Sunday 
and Ministry Fair also October 17th.  Hopefully we will welcome a potential 11 new members!  
Ministry Fair will invite all members of the congregation to join committees or help with Sun-
day worship.  Pastor is also in discussion with 2 parents regarding Confirmation.  Blessing of 
the Animals went well this year.  October 31st/Reformation Sunday/Halloween- inviting kids to 
wear their Halloween costumes to worship.  All Saints Day is November 7th, and we plan to 
show the photos of saints who have passed like we did last year.  Finally, Pastor Scott will be 
attending the Open House for the Warming Center this Saturday at 4pm. 
Upcoming Dates: 

Nov 3-4 –  Bishop’s Convocation via Zoom 
Nov 7 –  All Saints Sunday – photos of saints who have passed 
Nov 7 –  Youth Group Auction? 
Nov 14 –  Day of Service – location TBD 
 

Strategic Planning Team Update 
Pastor Scott Thompson reported on the Strategic Planning Committee.  Currently the team 
are listening still listening to neighbors and partners, asking – “What are the needs in our 
community that you see and can tell us about?” But we’ve also begun to home in on some 
specific areas… “Mission moments” from some of our partners in the areas of housing, addic-
tion, and domestic violence issues in our community are coming to Sundays in late Oct and 
early Nov. 
 
Boiler Replacement 
Bill Pursell reported contracts were signed with Central Heating and Cooling.  Boilers will be 
installed around November 1st and all work should be done before Christmas. 
 
2021-2022 Mission Plan Proposal/Approval 
Executive Committee worked with Treasurer, Duane Anderson to develop the 2021-2022 Mis-
sion Plan Budget.   
• Staff salary increases 1%.    
• Giving to ELCA Mission Support and non-ELCA giving – down 2% 
• Minor changes to reflect changing expenses 
• Small increase in medical insurance costs 
• ELCA mission support decreased questioned- consideration given to additional money giv-

en through large gift policy (70-10-10-10).  Suggestion made to offer opportunities for spe-
cial offerings benefitting ELCA mission support. 
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God’s work.  Our hands.                     September 2021                        Heart Locker 
September 19th was our first outing for GWOH this year.  Heart Locker was in need of a deep 
clean and, once again, the members at BLC stepped up to the challenge.  A good time was had 
by all and Heart Locker couldn’t have appreciated us more for all of our hard work.  Great job 
and a big Thank You to all of those who gave their time and effort to help our community!! 
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God’s work.  Our hands.                     October 2021                        Sparrow’s Nest 
October 17th we gathered to help Sparrow’s Nest with some much-needed yardwork.  Each 
one of us makes a HUGE difference to our community when we work together.  If you missed 
out on our last two GWOH efforts, there is still one more Sunday to come and share your tal-
ents.  We’ll have a shirt waiting for you. 

NEXT: SAMARITAN HOUSE  NOVEMBER 14TH AT 1:00PM 
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Thank You! 
We, the staff, volunteers, and Board Members at North West Montana Veterans Stand Down 
& Food Pantry would like to Thank You for your most recent contribution in the amount of 
$500 that you gave us 7/20/2021.  Your gift will make it possible for us to work toward our 
mission in many ways. 
It was so very thoughtful of you to remember and support our less fortunate veterans and 
their families.  With the generous support of people like you, we will be able to help many of 
these families and individuals not only to meet daily essential needs but to move forward in 
their lives. 
We have had an increase in the number of people, families, using our services, including peo-
ple who had previously used our services and moved forward in a positive way, to those who 
have never sought our services previously.  We regularly hear “until I/we can get back on our 
feet”.  Thank You again, we look forward to your continuing support. 

Thank You! 
The Bethlehem Lutheran Church congre-
gation is such a blessing to Community 
Kitchen-Feeding the Flathead.  You are 
truly friends and partners in our commu-
nity endeavor.  Thanks so much for your 
generous financial support at this time.  
May God bless you all. 

Thank You! 
Thank you so much for your generous dona-
tion to Samaritan House.  We appreciate 
your support! 

Thank You! 
Thank you for your recent gift to Lutheran World Relief given through the Montana Synod of 
the ELCA.  I’d like to share a story with you about how your support makes a real difference: 
Rajendra Kushwaha and his wife Nikky Devi used to have a hard time sleeping, as they feared 
they’d be woken up in the night by rising floodwaters that would wash away their home, gar-
dens and livestock.  It had happened several times before-the river near their home in India 
would swell without warning an sweep everything away, leaving their family vulnerable to 
hunger. 
But your kindness reached them on the banks of the river.  For them, your love sounds like and 
announcement made through a tinny megaphone, letting them know a flood is coming.  This 
early warning system urges their entire village to take their livestock and valuables to higher 
ground well before the floodwaters arrive.  Your love is also teaching them new farming tech-
niques-like growing food on rooftops or in hanging baskets-so their vital crops don’t wash 
away.  Now Rajendra, Nikky, and their children can rest easier at night, knowing their crops 
and futures are more secure. 
Thank you for your generosity!!  We are proud to carry your love—and God’s love—to the 
places it’s needed most...until your love reaches every neighbor. 

Great Job Bethlehem!!   
 

Your Generosity Is Making a Difference to People Around the World!! 
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November Calendar 2021 

  Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 

1 
6:30pm Mixture 
 
 

2 
7:00pm 
Committees, FH 

3 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:30am Spinners, FH 
5:30pm HS Youth 
Group 
6:00pm FLY 
7:00pm Choir 

4 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 

5 
 

6 
 

7 All SaintsDay 
9:00am Worship/ Sunday 
School  
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible Study 
5:00pm HS Youth Group 
 
 
 
 

8 
6:30pm Mixture 

9 
9:45am Dorcas 
Circle, FH 
6:00pm Council, 
FH 
 
 

10 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:30am Weavers, FH 
5:30pm HS Youth 
Group 
6:00pm FLY 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 

11 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
6:00pm Strategic 
Planning Committee 
Mtg, FH 
 
 
 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
9:00am Worship/ Sunday 
School  
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible Study 
1:00pm  God’s work. Our 
hands.– Samaritan House 

15 
6:30pm Mixture 
 
Newsletter   
        deadline 

16 
 

17 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
10:30am Spinners 
and Weavers, FH 
5:30pm HS Youth 
Group 
6:00pm FLY 
7:00pm Choir 

18 
9:00am Quilters, FH 
9:00am Knitters, FR 
1:00pm East River 
Circle, FR 
 
 
 
 
 

19 20 

21 
9:00am Worship/ Sunday 
School  
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible Study 
5:00pm HS Youth Group 
 
 

22 
6:30pm Mixture 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 24 
6:45am Men’s Bible 
Study, FH 
10:00am Staff 
6:00pm FLY 
7:00pm Choir 
 
 

25 Thanksgiving 
 
Office Closed 
 
 
           
              
 

26 
 
Office Closed 

27 
9:30 Greening 
of the Church 

28 
9:00am Worship/ Sunday 
School  
9:00am KOFI 
10:20am Adult Bible Study 
 

29 
12:00pm Women on 
the Go, FH 
6:30pm Mixture 

30 
 

    
Locations: 
CM-Commons 
FH -Fellowship Hall  
FR-Fireside Room 
HB-Hjortland Bld. 



 8 

Non Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

Permit #11  

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
603 South Main Street, Kalispell, Montana 59901 
office@bethluth.org / www.bethluth.org 
Facebook: Bethlehem Lutheran Kalispell 
406/752-6140 - 406/752-6145 FAX 
KOFI 1180AM at 9:00am Sundays 

Electronic service requested 

The deadline for 
the December  
newsletter is  

November 15th.    
Thank you!  

Church Council 
President: 
Tony Nelson 
Vice Presidents: 
Amber Brohn 
Treasurer: 
Duane Anderson 
Recording Secretary: 
Kellie Nelson 
 
Committee Chairs 
Christian Education 
Lisa Jones 
Fellowship: 
Peggy Aagenes-Janzer 
Outreach: 
Cindy Galvin 
Property: 
Bill Pursell 
Stewarship: 
John Erfle 
Worship and Music: 
Judie Cundy 
Youth: 
Bill Erickson 

Jeanine Pederson 11/2 

Connor Gilchrist 11/3 

Linda Fredenberg 11/3 

Austin Gilchrist 11/3 

Kaitlyn Gunderson 11/4 

Brian Miller 11/4 

Roe Hatlen 11/6 

Sherry Baker 11/7 

Jack Keith 11/8 

Katherine Anderson 11/9 

Larry Simpson 11/9 

Hailey Alvord 11/13 

Nancy Brosten 11/14 

Jane Spain 11/16 

Shawn Schmid 11/16 

Sharon Hagel 11/16 

Garth West 11/18 

Lauri Erickson 11/18 

Jill Black 11/19 

Margerette Dahlgren 11/19 

June Seelye 11/23 
Hannah Klassy 11/25 

Deloris Hofeldt 11/26 

Mckenna Wilson 11/27 

Paul Gregory 11/28 

Carol Vish 11/28 

David Mattson 11/28 

Heidi Lane 11/28 

mailto:office@bethluth.org
http://www.bethluth.org

