
Remembrances Script for All Saints 2021 

 
Speaker ROB BROCKLEY: 
 

Nancy Jenner was a remarkably caring, thoughtful, and giving person. She was active in 
virtually every facet of her beloved Gabriola Island community and touched the lives of 
everyone she met. She loved acting in Gabriola plays and gave several brilliant 
performances as the Angel Gabriel in Christmas Alive! She helped teach English and 
reading to the kids from Syria and helped organize the Friday lunch program.  

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Alan Nutter was a retired teacher and had been an avid sports player. He did not 
accompany Angela to church worship services, however he never missed a social event 
at the church and made up all the questions for the quiz nights run by the Social and Fun 
committee. He was well known for his wicked sense of humour. That is probably why so 
many church people volunteered to drive him to dialysis three times a week for the last 
year of his life. For this both Angela and he were very grateful. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Diane Parks dedicated much of her time to helping others. She loved children and spent 
much of the year assembling Christmas boxes for needy children around the world. She 
loved theology and always attended discussion groups and Bible studies. She was an 
ecumenist and a bridge between the congregations on the island for many years. She 
wanted to help people and make a difference and collaborated with anyone who 
wanted to do the same. Around Christmas time she would make a big batch of fudge 
and share it around the island. Diane called Gabriola the Island of Love. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 
 

Ethel Straw moved to Gabriola in 2016 to be close to her family. Her late husband was 
an Anglican priest and she valued church community. She was a member of the prayer 
shawl ministry and made her way into the hearts of some congregants during rides to 
and from Sunday worship. She had a dry sense of humor and wonderful stories of a life 
fully lived. She always had a positive attitude, a quiet wisdom was content in whatever 
situation she found herself. She had preached one sermon in her life, and the topic was 
love.  
 

** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Rob: We give thanks for these lives, O God. 
 



All:    May our hearts be filled with their memory and may the gifts of their lives 
continue to guide us on our way. 

 
 
Speaker SHELAGH HUSTON: 
 

Evelyn Steele’s heart was in the church. One could reliably find Evelyn in the kitchen, 
quietly serving coffee hour on Sundays, preparing for United Church teas, and 
volunteering for Meals on Wheels. It was important to her to present herself well and 
she was always so neatly dressed. Many of us remember carolling at her house with the 
Ecumenical Society in the last few years of her life, watching her face flash with 
recognition at the familiar Christmas songs. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Richard Bradshaw lived with Hiromi on Gabriola for many years. He was a master piano 
technician and talented craftsman. A self taught and accomplished musician, Richard 
played piano and the harmonica and could 'bend' a note like no other. He was known 
for his charm, intelligence, and quick wit. We called on Richard each year in the spring to 
tune our piano before Easter services. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Rose Jones was always interested in everything. She was an extroverted extrovert and if 
there was an event on Gabriola, Rose would be there. She attended Bible studies, book 
studies, discussion groups, and after exhausting her thoughts for the moment would 
often turn to someone next to her and ask, “well, what do you think?” She was a faithful 
member of the altar guild, passionate about social justice, and an enthusiastic gardener. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Margaret Hesthammer was a gentle person with a beautiful spirit. She was gracious, 
courteous, thoughtful of others, and very comfortable in silence. She appreciated the 
openness of the United Church and was glad to leave her hat and gloves at home. For 
years she wrote beautiful, heartfelt, handwritten notes on behalf of Gabriola United. 
She passed away just two months short of her 100th birthday.  
 

** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Judy Kubey was a long-time member of the United Church. Her life was antiques and 
even after retirement her home was filled with old treasures. She could often be seen 
having dinner at Robert’s with friends. She was nicely dressed, outgoing and knew what 
she thought about things. Her name is on one of the window plaques in the sanctuary.  

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 



Shelagh: We give thanks for these lives, O God. 
 

All:    May our hearts be filled with their memory and may the gifts of their lives 
continue to guide us on our way. 

 
 
Speaker DAVID SOY: 
 

Jamie Lawrence was a lawyer, farmer, story teller, and a sailor who sailed around the 
world with his wife and taught law in New Zealand for a year during his sailing voyage. 
Jamie was a member of the committee that worked on whether to build a church for St. 
Martin of Tours; the group concluded that it was not viable, which helped open the 
possibility for shared ministry with the United Church. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 

 
Vanessa Downer moved to Gabriola at the end of 2018 to help care for her mother, 
who she brought to church faithfully every Sunday. Vanessa joined the communications 
committee and was an active member of the prayer shawl ministry. She was also a 
volunteer at Gabriola Elementary and PHC. She had a sunny personality and was always 
happy to lend a hand.  

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Helen Wilson was a great communicator; in the words of her daughter, "people were 
Helen’s hobby." She had a long list of people across Canada who she would call 
regularly. She lived with her daughter and son-in-law on Gabriola, where she hosted a 
tea nearly every Wednesday for 9 years. Members of our congregation were in the habit 
of gathering there for refreshments and good conversation. Throughout her long life, 
Helen’s faith was vitally important to her and she applauded the two churches coming 
together in shared ministry. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Harold Jenner and his eyebrows were well known on Gabriola. He served as minister at 
Gabriola United for a couple of years; he and Nancy remained on the island in 
retirement. Harold loved words and stories, especially the stories of scripture. In the last 
few years he could be found in the coffee shop, at PHC lunches, and outside at the 
Garden Homes, exchanging thoughts and stories with friends and neighbours. He loved 
music and was a valued member of the Gabriola Singers and the CCG choir. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

David: We give thanks for these lives, O God. 
 



All:    May our hearts be filled with their memory and may the gifts of their lives 
continue to guide us on our way. 

 
Speaker PADDY WAYMARK: 
 

Elgin McKillop was a faithful member of St. Martin, along with his wife Cheryl. He 
worked for BC Ferries and was for a couple of years the captain of the Quinsam. After 
retirement, he worked for a company that established ferry systems around the world, 
particularly in the Third World. He had a wonderful sense of humor, told fascinating 
stories of his travels, and during Christmas Alive, played a great King Herod! 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Alex McConnell was a stalwart member of any group he belonged to; he was deeply 
involved with his faith and contributed greatly to all the activities he took part in. He 
was a passionate gardener, had a wonderful sense of humour, loved to tell stories in his 
unmistakable Irish brogue, and could answer any and all questions regarding church 
rules, relics, prayers and music. Alex was a lifelong ecumenist, a founding member of 
the Ecumenical Society and champion of Shared Ministry. He was at one time a trustee, 
served for 7 years as treasurer for Gabriola United, and even after handing off that 
position, continued to count the offering after church.  

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Rick Schultze was never shy about voicing his opinion. He could often be found in the 
coffee shop in the middle of a conversation about politics, economics, religion, or 
current events; no topics were off the table. One of his highlights was being baptized in 
the United Church. He wasn’t afraid to ask questions and openly wrestled with his faith. 
Rick was a long-time member of the building committee; he developed expertise after 
many occasions under the building, fixing all the places where mice were coming in. He 
headed the building team that built the extension of our storage room, converted 
kitchen, washrooms and Minister’s office. 

 
** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 

Ted Brydges was a retired teacher and principal. His love for books, ideas, and study led 
him to attend the Vancouver School of Theology for several years. He was particularly 
drawn to progressive theology and emerging ways of understanding faith. He was part 
of the Ecumenical Society from the beginning, preached at the log church and often led 
book studies at the church, where he shared the works of some of his favourite authors, 
Marcus Borg and John Shelby Spong. Ted faced health challenges later in life and never 
complained, laughing in the face of illness.  
 

** RING BELL & Light candle ** 
 
Paddy: We give thanks for these lives, O God. 



 
All:    May our hearts be filled with their memory and may the gifts of their lives 
continue to guide us on our way. 


