St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
“People of Christ Making a Difference”
119 N Church Street
Lexington, SC
25th Sunday after Pentecost/WELCA Sunday
November 14, 2021
WELCOME TO OUR VIRTUAL WORSHIP SERVICE!
We are so glad that you are worshipping with us! Here are a few helpful things to know:
The church’s office hours are Monday through Thursday 8am-4pm. Please don’t hesitate to let us
know how we can help! The pastor is available by calling the church (359-6562), calling the Crisis
Care Line after hours (808-6471), or emailing him (jasonantley@earthlink.net).
If you visit our website (www.sslc.org) you will see additions to the main page. On your phone,
please make sure you are on the full website (just scroll down and click the icon that says full
website). As you scroll down the homepage you will see SIX BOXES. Here are the details:
Box 1) “Weekly Bulletins” – which will correspond to the services on YouTube.
Box 2) “Virtual Communion” – explanation and instructions for communing at home during virtual
worship.
Box 3) “Click Here For Our YouTube” – where you can click to participate in our virtual worship
services, or you can copy and paste tinyurl.com/SSLCWorship into your browser to take you there
directly. Services will be livestreamed at 12:30 PM on Wednesdays and 8:30 AM on Sundays.
Box 4) “Online Giving” – Don’t forget to support our ministry during this time apart by either
mailing your donations to the church (119 N Church Street, Lexington, SC 29072), giving online, or
giving through the Givelify app. This may also be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For
more details please call the church office to contact our Parish Administrator, Mrs. Tonya
Reynolds.
Box 5) “Green Sheet Announcements” – this is the green bulletin insert you would normally get
on Sunday.
If you need any sort of assistance (ie needing food, getting groceries or prescriptions, going to
medical appointments, anything at all), please call the church office or one of the pastors. We
have folks who are willing to help in any way they can! Please take time to call folks who may not
have a strong network and may be in need. Neighbors helping neighbors is one way we can be
“People of Christ Making a Difference!”
Please don’t forget to check us out on Facebook! God bless you! We love you! Hope to see you
soon!
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GATHERING MUSIC
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE
INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
CONFESSION
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our
sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Almighty God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts
through faith.
Amen
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GATHERING SONG

"My Lord, What a Morning” (Vs. 1 & 3)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you always.
And also with you.
RESPONSIVE LITURGY
My heart exults in the LORD;
my strength is exalted in my God.
There is no Holy One like the LORD;
there is no Rock like our God.
The LORD raises up the poor from the dust;
to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s,
and on them God has set the world.
You, LORD, will guard the feet of your faithful ones,
you will give strength to your people.
THE SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
WELCA SPECIAL REMARKS
FIRST READING

Daniel 12:1-3

“At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a
time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that
time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2Many of those who
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and
everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those
who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”
1

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM

Psalm 16

1

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.”
2
All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.
3
But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.
4
I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.
5
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.
6
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
7
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.
8
I have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
9
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.
10
For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.
11
You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
SECOND READING

Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 19-25

11

Every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that
can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he
sat down at the right hand of God,” 13and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be
made a footstool for his feet.” 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are
sanctified. [15And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
16
“This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my
laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” 17he also adds, “I will remember their sins
and their lawless deeds no more.” 18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any
offering for sin.]
19
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus,
20
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh),
21
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed
with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has
promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds,
25
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day approaching.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to him be glory and power forever and ever. Amen.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 13:1-8

The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
As [Jesus] came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large
stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not
one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”
3
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and
Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these
things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one
leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray.
7
When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end
is still to come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be
earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.”
1

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Emily Edenfield

SERMON

Pastor Emily Edenfield
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HYMN OF THE DAY

“For All the Faithful Women” (Vs. 1 & Last)
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THE APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
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OFFERING
At this time in the service we pause to reflect on all the gifts that God has given us and our calling
to be generous stewards of those gifts for the sake of our ministry near and far in the name of
Christ. Don’t forget to support our ministry by putting your offering in the offering plate, mailing
your offering to the church, giving online (www.sslc.org) or through the Givelify app. This may also
be a time to consider direct deposit giving. For more details please contact our Parish
Administrator, Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, at (803) 359-6562.
Anthem

"Hold On to Me"
Daigle, Duncan, & Mabury
CCLI Song #7130439; CCLI License # 2440064
Featuring the Wings of Worship Liturgical Dancers

When the best of me is barely breathing, when I'm not somebody I believe in, hold on to me.
When I miss the light the night has stolen, when I'm slammin' all the doors You've opened,
hold on to me. Hold on to me.
Hold on to me when it's too dark to see You, when I am sure I have reached the end.
Hold on to me when I forget I need You. When I let go, hold me again.
When I don't feel like I'm worth defending, when I'm tired of all my pretending, hold on to me.
When I start to break in desperation, underneath the weight of expectation,
hold on to me. Hold on to me.
Hold on to me when it's too dark to see You, when I am sure I have reached the end.
Hold on to me when I forget I need You. When I let go, hold me again.
I could rest here in your arms forever, 'cause I know nobody loves me better.
Hold on to me. Hold on to me.
DOXOLOGY
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

THE PREFACE
THE SANCTUS

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
AGNUS DEI

RECEPTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
hrist welcomes you to this Holy Meal of the Baptized! This Holy Sacrament is a fundamental
part of how we participate in worship and receive Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for
us for the forgiveness of our sins. It is customary to use bread and wine for this meal,
however with the given circumstances we invite you to find whatever is most appropriate in your
context for your family to share. As you gather together to receive the real presence of Christ
found in, with, and under the elements, be assured that the gifts we are given by God in the Holy
Sacrament transcend space and time. May we be fed and nourished by God through this meal so
that we may persevere and continue in discipleship this and every day.

C

(As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
The communicant may say: “Amen.”)
The Congregation is encouraged to participate in the following Communion Hymn.
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Communion Hymn

“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”

WOV 769

BLESSING OF THE COMMUNICANTS
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SENDING SONG

“Give to Our God Immortal Praise” (Vs. 1 & 3)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the glory of God and in memory of R.H. Caughman, Ruth
Caughman, and Steve Caughman by Virl, Todd, Brent, Charlotte, Jason, and Catherine.

SERVING TODAY:
Ushers: Sandy Shealy, Georgianna Dukes, Jodi McFarland, and Julie Tworzyanski;
Readers: Karen Thouvenot
Communion Assistants: Marty Nantz
Order of St. Stephen’s: [A] Jaime Wessinger [C] Sophie Dickey;

The Church Staff
Crisis Care Line: 808-6471
Website: www.sslc.org
The Rev. Jason T. Antley
Mrs. Shannon Burnett, Director of Family Life
Mrs. Bailey Slice Parker, Music Director
Mr. Tyler Meade Young, Organist
Mrs. Beth Haggard, Preschool Director
Mrs. Tonya Reynolds, Parish Administrator
Mr. Eric Abramson, Sexton
Mr. Stephen Abbott, Seminarian
The Rev. Dr. Dennis Bolton, Pastor for Welcome and Visitation
Mrs. Sylvia Looney, Organist Emeritus
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