
Council Summary Report of August 12, 2021 .Council Meeting on Zoom 
 
This month’s council meeting had a special guest.  Dr. Donald Sutherland, a Gabriola resident 
and an immunologist that has worked extensively with the WHO. He answered our questions 
and shared useful information and suggestions regarding opening our church during the 
present Covid situation.  We decided as a council to keep the church closed at least until the 
end of September and that we would give the congregation a chance to “weigh in” on the topic 
of reopening, protocols etc. before we took further action.  We were especially grateful for 
Don’s explanation of using an attitude of self-respect regarding the Covid situation: respecting 
others by keeping them safe by using covid protocol and respecting yourself to keep yourself 
safe by doing what you need to do in indoor situations during Covid. 
 
Karen gave us information on what live streaming would require if we decided to do a hybrid 
service with some people in the sanctuary and others able to observe the service using live 
streaming or Zoom.  No decisions are being made at this time. 
 
We approved changes in the Celebration of Life Service in determining an honorarium amount 
for the minister. 
 
We approved the decision that there will be no December 26th church service, as there are 2 
services on December 24th and a service on the 25th and we feel there would be poor 
attendance at a December 26th (Sunday) service. 
 
Karen gave us a verbal update on the work of the Strategic Planning Committee meeting and 
will give us a more thorough report on their activities in the near future. 
 
Buildings and Grounds have been busy with painting, installing a new hot water tank, getting a 
new heat pump, etc. At this point they are on budget and things are proceeding smoothly. 
 
Our treasurer reports that we are doing okay with revenues slightly higher than expenses, 
although depreciation costs, recently added, have us in the red at the moment. 
 
We ended the meeting at 3:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Schultze, Rotating Chairperson. 


