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PROVERBS – THE PATH TO WISDOM 
The Book of Proverbs – The Father’s 5th Speech 

 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: PROVERBS 4:1-9 (ESV) 
 

EXPOSITION 
 
The indefinite and plural address to sons (bānîm), is unique to this speech. I’m not convinced that we 
know why the change in this one speech.  The fact remains that the father has several sons in view. 
 
A second distinctive is that this father is repeating what he had taught in previous speeches.  We learn 
nothing new.  There is a call to listen, pay attention, don’t forsake this teaching.  There is a call to seek, 
prize highly, love getting wisdom.  There’s the promise that the children that seek and apply wisdom to 
their lives will be honored and blessed.  
 
What is very unique about this speech is that there are three generations in view.  The father tells his 
sons what his father told him.  “When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my 
mother, he taught me and said to me . . .” (Proverbs 4:3–4, ESV).  This is very similar to a classic text in 
Psalm 78:5–6 (ESV), 
 
“5 He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers 
to teach to their children, 6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and 
arise and tell them to their children. . ..”  
  
The psalmist recalls that the fathers of Israel were commanded to teach their children the law of God 
and we notice what is in view as these parents obeyed: they were in fact teaching a generation yet 
unborn.  Why? It seems to be a very natural tendency to pass on to our children the things that our 
parents taught us. Of all the things that one generation passes to the next, this proverb reminds us what 
is the most important thing to pass on. 
 
In the middle of this speech are the main imperatives: “Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do 
not turn away from the words of my mouth.” (Proverbs 4:5, ESV).  And then we are reminded of the 
profit of such a goal: 
 

a) God’s wisdom will give you life. “Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments, 
and live.” (Proverbs 4:4, ESV). 
 

b) God’s wisdom will guard and keep you secure. “Do not forsake her, and she will keep you; love 
her, and she will guard you.” (Proverbs 4:6, ESV). 
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c) God’s wisdom will exalt you and honor you and crown your life with dignity. “Prize her highly, 
and she will exalt you; she will honor you if you embrace her. She will place on your head a 
graceful garland; she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.”” (Proverbs 4:8–9, ESV) 

 

APPLICATION 
 
This dad is saying to his sons: “I remember when I was a kid, what my Dad taught me.”  There seem to 
be two lessons for us today in this Proverb: 
 

1. Parents, your teaching and discipline, your habits and behaviors in your home today affect many 
generations.  In the case where there is fervency and commitment to the things of the Lord, by 
God’s grace, future generations will be impacted by that choice.   
 
The opposite it true too.  Failure to heed this principle will lead to (what I call) family entropy.  In 
other words, a natural degeneration and decline. I saw that in one little area in my life.  My 
father grew up in a home that the Lord’s Day was valued.  It was a Day of worship, rest, service 
to others and fellowship.  My parents weren’t quite so strict with me.  I wasn’t quite so strict 
with my family, and I see the ongoing erosion or entropy. That’s just one small example.    
 
If Bible reading, family worship, prayer, service, obedience, etc. etc. are not a priority in your 
home, they will, apart from God’s grace and intervention, be a very low priority in your 
children’s home.  Family entropy is a reality unless you battle against it.  
  

2. Secondly, we also learn that the instruction of past generations is relevant. This grandfather was 
probably dead and probably unknown to the grandchildren.  But the handing down of wisdom 
from him was still deemed relevant.   

• The godly men and women of the past are people who likely “fought the good fight and 
finished the course” (2 Timothy 4:7).   

• The Holy Spirit through Hebrews calls us to be “imitators of those who through faith and 
patience inherit the promises.”1   

• This is why my father always encouraged me to read biographies.   

• Therefore C.S. Lewis wrote this: “Such a standard can be acquired only from the old 
books. It is a good rule, after reading a new book, never to allow yourself another new 
one till you have read an old one in between.”2   

 
The point is that our children will be impoverished if they are not taught the godly, biblical 
wisdom of previous generations. 

 

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 6:12). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
2 http://www.romans45.org/history/ath-inc.htm 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Heb6.12&off=42&ctx=+be+sluggish%2c+but+d%EF%BB%BF~imitators+of+those+w
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CONCLUSION 
 
After listening to these speeches by the father, has there been any Holy Spirit wrought urgency brought 
into your lives? This is inspired literature.  It is as if our Heavenly Father3 is pleading with all of us, 
“Whatever you do, whatever you desire, whatever you pursue – make it your ambition to gain godly 
wisdom.”  
 
Today we witnessed several parents, commit, before the Lord, to raise their children to know Christ and 
His Word.  Perhaps this is a call for commitment from all parents today?  Remember Joshua brought the 
people of Israel to Shechem.  It was there he called them to a covenant renewal. It was there he said to 
them: 
 
““Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your 
fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the 
Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord.”” (Joshua 24:14–15, ESV) 
 
Perhaps God the Holy Spirit is speaking to parents today.  “Who are you serving?”   Will you stand 
before the Lord and say, “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord?”    Will you make that public 
commitment today and change your lives and the lives of your grandchildren – FOREVER? 
 

 
3 Ortlund, R. C., Jr. (2012). Preaching the Word: Proverbs—Wisdom that Works. (R. K. Hughes, Ed.) (p. 84). Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prwd20pr?ref=Bible.Pr4.1-27&off=6815&ctx=+Greek+and+with+lace~.+How+quaint.+Maybe+

