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Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 
In this passage, Paul is answering the question presented in v35: At the resurrection, will we 
have real physical bodies? If so, what will they be like? 1 
 
1. Do you think this is an important topic to think about? Why? How might it be relevant 

and helpful to us? 
 
In verses 36-41, Paul uses three illustrations. 

• V36-37 – just as a planted seed grows into a beautiful plant… so our buried bodies will 
be transformed by God into amazing resurrection bodies. 

• V38-39 – just as there are different bodies for different animals… so there will be 
different bodies for humans on earth and humans in heaven. 

• V40-41 – just as the sun, moon and stars are all glorious, but in different ways… so 
our resurrection bodies will be glorious, but in a different way to the glory that we 
have now. 

 
2. These analogies are a bit confusing, but see if you can work out the main thing that Paul 

is saying. 
 
3. Verses 42-44 are the heart of this passage. Paul makes four comparisons between our 

earthly bodies and our resurrection bodies. Talk about these comparisons one by one. 
 

perishable  →  imperishable   
dishonour2 →  glory    
weakness  →  power    
natural3  →  spiritual   

 
4. Paul is honest about our struggle with decay, suffering, sickness and sin. Why is it 

important to admit this?  
 

5. How might this passage help you share the gospel with an atheist who believes in 
evolution? How might this passage help you care for a Christian in the church who is 
struggling with sickness or old age? 

 
Prayer 
Praise God that he wants to give us resurrection bodies that are profoundly physical and 
utterly glorious. We will be perfectly designed to live with him forever! 

 
 

1 Paul’s response in verse 36 suggests that the question was probably being asked in a mocking/sarcastic way – 
for example: ‘Paul, you don’t really think the dead are raised with bodies, do you? What a silly idea! How could 
we have bodies in heaven?’ (This makes more sense when we know that Greeks and Romans didn’t believe in 
resurrection bodies – they thought heaven was only a place for souls.) 
2 If you have time, see 1 Corinthians 4:10 to explore this idea of suffering dishonour for being a Christian. 
3 E.g. unspiritual, born with Adam’s sinful nature. 


