
November 7, 2021 
Sermon Title: Are You Thirsty?  
Text: John 4:1-29 
 

Sermon Study Questions: 
 
1. The auto exposure/auto focus camera setting on my iPhone adjusts to a specific point 

enabling you to see one thing clearly and blur the surrounding field. John's Gospel 
prioritizes this type of focus as we see Jesus and the Samaritan woman close up. What 
could be the reasons John chose to share this story in this way?  
 

2. Read John 4:1-9. Samaritans were Israelites associated with the Northern Kingdom. In 
722 BC Assyria conquered the North, exiled most people and brought foreigners in. 
Israelites who stayed became Samaritans: ethnically and culturally complex. Samaritans 
(Northern Kingdom) did not associate with Jews (Southern Kingdom). Samaritans were 
considered unclean, especially women due to a false belief that all daughters of 
Samaritans menstruate from the cradle; therefore they are unclean from birth. Identify 
the systems of oppression and barriers this woman must overcome to give Jesus a 
drink. Why is this important?  
 

3. Read John 4:10. Samaritans follow the Torah, the first 5 books of the Old Testament and 
consider these books the gift of God. Samaritans do not follow any other teachings 
(wisdom literature, prophetic writings). What frame of reference would she have to 
understand living water from Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers & Deuteronomy? 
Why would Jesus choose to compare the gift of God with living water?  
 

4. Read John 4:16-18. This is the most intense exposure of the Samaritan woman at the 
well when Jesus reveals what He knows about her. Why is this type of exposure 
necessary? What do you think is welling up within her in this moment? What is welling 
up within you?  
 

5. Read John 4:19-24. Jesus says the time is coming and has now come that the true 
worshippers will worship in the Spirit and in truth. What do you think this means? Why 
is Jesus shifting the focus to the Spirit and truth while blurring the field of mountains 
and temples?  
 

6. When the camera lens turns toward you locking in on one specific point, to see one 
thing clearly and blur the surrounding field, what do you think Jesus will see in you? 
Think about this for a few minutes. Consider what thoughts and feelings come to the 
surface. 
 

7. Write down what is welling up within you. This could be a confession, one area in your 
life where you want to be seen and known, an area of struggle or pain. Tell the truth.  
 

8. Read Isaiah 55:1-8. Pray for one another. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
you, to spring up like a well of living water and make you whole.  

 


