
Thanks And Giving - Thank God
Thanksgiving is more than a day. It’s a state we can enter into and remain in. An attitude we
should all have.

It’s having a heart that recognizes the favor of God in our lives and where we would be without
Him.

We're starting a series called Thanks And Giving to help us recognize and develop this heart of
gratitude toward Jesus, for who He is, no matter what our life looks like.

But what happens when we thank God? Do we do this just to make Him feel good?

Or is there something more, maybe even something spiritual that happens in our lives when we
show our gratitude to Jesus?

Luke 17:11-19 (NKJV)
Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria
and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were
lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us!”
14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so
it was that as they went, they were cleansed.
15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice
glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a
Samaritan.
17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?
18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19
And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”

So we have Jesus traveling and as He enters this village, He comes across ten men who had
leprosy.

The thing you need to know about leprosy is that these men were suffering from an incurable
disease that is very contagious. And because of that they were forced to live outside the village.

They were legally required to keep their distance from others. This is why as Jesus enters the
village, they are standing far off and begin to shout in His direction.

There was nothing these men could do about their condition. There’s nothing anyone else could
do about their condition, not even the doctors. They were hopeless. They were outcasts. They
really didn’t have much of a life because there was nothing they weren’t allowed to do anything
with other people.
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All they had was each other...and sure that was something...but it was just other people to be
hopeless with and suffer with…

Then all of the sudden...the hope of the world walks by. This man, Jesus who everybody has
been talking about. They knew of His reputation. They have heard of what He can do…

The hopeless found hope!

Luke 17:13 (NKJV)
And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

I don’t know about you, but I feel bad for the lepers.
I feel bad that they have an incurable, contagious disease.
I feel bad that the law says they are unworthy and outcasts.
I feel bad that they weren’t able to live a good, productive, fulfilling life.
I feel bad that they were completely hopeless.

I also feel bad for you and me when we don’t realize that we either used to be or we are right
now, spiritual lepers.

Before encountering Jesus...this is exactly where every man, woman, and child find themselves
spiritually.

Like leprosy, sin is an incurable disease...and it’s contagious. And by God's law our sin makes
us unworthy and outcasts from the kingdom of heaven. And because of the effects of sin, we
are not able to live a good, productive, fulfilling life. There’s no cure of man for sin...it makes us
completely hopeless.

But have you heard about Jesus. And if you have heard about Jesus...have you called out to
Him? He is the hope of the world. Healer. Redeemer. Deliverer. Savior.

But you have to see Him the way these lepers do…”Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

This is the first they have seen of Jesus...yet they call Him Master. See when you want help
from Jesus, you must receive Him as Master, Lord, for this is when you (and all you are, all you
have) come under His command!

And if He’s your Master, He will be your Savior.

So these men cry out and they don’t even ask to be healed! How shocking is that?

They just ask Him to have mercy on them. They just want some compassion...someone to look
their way...recognize their existence...they are lacking relationship!
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Their cry was to be seen. To be loved. They desired to know Jesus…

Just as we, as sinners, just desire to know Him. See mercy is simply explained as “not getting
what you deserve”.

Because of our sin we deserve death. But when we meet Jesus...He doesn’t give us what we
deserve but instead gives us the gift of eternal life!

John 17:3 (NKJV)
And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You have sent.

Eternal life is not heaven, it’s not a place you go to, it’s a relationship you enter into that satisfies
the longing of your soul. Eternal life is knowing Jesus as Master.

And when you know Him as Master. When you come under His authority. So does your spiritual
leprosy...your incurable disease of sin that hinders every aspect of your life.

You go from unclean to clean.
From outcast to accepted and loved.
From alone to surrounded by His presence.
From a life of doubt and questioning to a life of faith purpose
From hopeless to hopeful

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

The lepers cry out like this and...

Luke 17:14 (NKJV)
So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it
was that as they went, they were cleansed.

Have you ever thought about the fact that they were not healed instantly? I mean, they cried out
to the Master!

But I don’t know about you, but I’ve seen a lot of people call out to the Master...but there’s
something that has to happen when we do that before we receive what He has for us.

TRUST

We have to trust Him. It says as they went, they were cleansed.
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As they trusted in Jesus. They believed what He said. They didn’t see anything happen at first,
they just trusted that if He said it, He would do it.

You can call Him Master all day long but do you trust Him? Will you obey Him?
Will you go where He tells you to go...say what He tells you to say?

The lepers did...and they were cleansed!

Luke 17:15-16 (NKJV)
And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice
glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a
Samaritan.

Picture this...the ten lepers are trusting Jesus, heading to the priest just as He said...they are
cleansed. We don’t know how far they went before it happened...how far before they noticed.

I imagine that one noticed and said something and another checked and was like “Me too!” then
another and another. They all noticed. They went and showed the priest.

And one of them...just one...saw what Jesus had done, and ran back to Jesus. And he returned
with a loud voice, falling on His face at the feet of Jesus, giving Him thanks.

What is thanks? An expression of gratitude. That means he was grateful. There was a deep
appreciation for what he had received.

And where did it lead him? Where did this true, heartfelt, deep down gratitude lead him?
Back to Jesus!

Did you know that thanksgiving leads you back to His presence?

Philippians 4:6 (NKJV)
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Pray...but do it with thanksgiving. Because thanksgiving is the key. Thanksgiving leads to peace.
And peace ONLY comes in His presence.

2 Thessalonians 3:16 (NKJV)
Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be
with you all.

The Lord BE WITH YOU ALL!
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Thanksgiving leads to His presence. It’ll always take you back to Him!

Luke 17:17-18 (NKJV)
So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18
Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19
And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”

Jesus points out the others...they didn’t return. 10 were healed. 1 returned to Jesus. 9 went on
with living their life.

Who was the one that returned? The foreigner. The fact that Jesus singles him out as the
foreigner, shows that the other nine were not foreigners...meaning they were Jews.

Since they were Jews...there’s a level of entitlement in them. They wanted mercy, but after they
got healed, they had this element of ungratefulness. Like they somehow deserved it...this life
that they wouldn’t even have without Jesus.

That’s kind of shocking. But is it really? If they didn’t have genuine thanksgiving...why would
they go back?

But their lives demonstrate how easy it is for us to receive the blessing of God without stopping
and offering up thanksgiving to him. Ungratefulness always leads us away from God’s presence.

Romans 1:20-21 (NKJV)
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being
understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that
they are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him
as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
were darkened.

When we’re not thankful...it leads us to this place of futile thoughts...this means empty and vain.
Thoughts about self. Now can you see how these nine got to a place where they didn’t even
return to Jesus to thank Him?

Their ungratefulness leads them to a place of thinking only of themselves…

And this leads to their foolish hearts being darkened...lead away from Jesus…

Thanksgiving brings us close to God.

It’s not about what God has done...it’s more about our heart toward Him.

“I am convinced that life is 10% what happens to me and 90% how I react to it”
- Chuck Swindoll
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How do you react to what Jesus has done for you?

I think it’s easy to be a spiritual leper, in need of something only the Living God can do...and
receive that mercy upon our lives...and then go on and do our own thing.

I think it’s more common that we’d like to admit. I wonder sometimes if we fool ourselves into
thinking we’re the 1 when in reality we’re the nine…

Are we really thankful? Does it bring us back to His presence?

Or do we think of ourselves...are we headed toward a darkened heart...away from Jesus.

Don’t confuse this with walking away from the faith. That’s not where it starts. It’s being in a
place where we trust ourselves instead of trusting in our Savior.

It’s being in that place where we are once again trying to be master, instead of submitting to
Christ our Lord!

Can you thank Him today?

Psalm 69:30 (NKJV)
I will praise the name of God with a song,
And will magnify Him with thanksgiving.
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