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Matthew 6:25-33

Thanksgiving Sunday

October 10, 2021

It’s Thanksgiving. It’s time to give thanks.

But I’m too busy worrying.

Jesus says, stop worrying about having enough stuff.

But I can’t, because I have too much stuff.

I have too much stuff.

...

I have a great job. I have a wife, a daughter, two kids, an apartment, a seminary 

course, enough income that I have to pay taxes, a car, a closet full of clothes, a fridge 

full of food, reasonably good health.

It's too much.

September was insane. I had to deal with all my stuff. In my job I had to figure 

out how to resume in-person worship and prepare to livestream it, conduct a wedding, 

and keep doing pastoral care. I had to finish my seminary course paper. I had to finish 

my taxes - don't judge! I had to pay attention to my wife and daughter and somehow I 

had to exercise and eat well.
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I didn't do any of that very well. I didn't enjoy any of it because I was too focused 

on getting it done. I had to perform triage on my responsibilities—who will I let down 

this week? All I could think about was, how do I get through today?

Should I have been thankful?

I had too much stuff, to be thankful.

...

Does that sound at all familiar? Have you had weeks like that? What about this 

week, when you have to worry about your health, and your parents’ health, and your 

work responsibilities, and childcare because your school has a professional day or 

Monday is a holiday? Oh, and what about that darn turkey? Are you thankful yet?

...

Should Jesus' audience be thankful?

I don't think they have enough stuff, to be thankful.

Most of us could describe ourselves as middle class. Many of us own vehicles, 

homes, pension plans.

But Jesus tended to attract the lower classes. Fishermen. Tax collectors. Rebels. 

Tent-makers. Slaves. In the hands of Peter, Paul, Mary, Chloe, and others, the Jesus 

movement moved into the cities and broadened its base a little bit, but mostly it was still 

people who didn't own very much except their labour. Their concerns really were what 
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they would wear tomorrow; what they would eat tomorrow; what they would drink 

tomorrow.

It doesn't seem like they could have enough stuff to stop worrying. It doesn't seem

like they could have enough stuff, to be thankful.

Jesus' advice to just stop worrying seems ridiculous.

...

And yet..

"Can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?"

Can any of them, these day labourers, by worrying add a single wheatfield to their

possessions? Can any of them by worrying acquire a vineyard or a closet full of 

clothing? Can any of them by worrying join the capital-owning classes and secure their 

future? Can they by worrying ensure food, drink, and clothing for tomorrow, next week, 

next year? When you're on the bottom rung of the economic ladder, there's only so much

scrabbling and hustling you can do.

...

So what happens then? What happens when you shrug, and realize that much of 

your life and your security is out of your hands? Maybe the end of striving leads to 

peace. Maybe end of striving leads to the realization of your radical dependence on God,
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which leads to radical gratitude that looks like foolishness, like carelessness, 

like...righteousness?

Maybe it looks like this:

It is a people skulking and shunning the light; in public silent, but in corners 
loquacious. They despise the temples as charnel-houses; they reject the gods; they 
deride sacred things. While they are wretched themselves, if allowed they pity the 
priests; while they are half naked themselves, they despise honors and purple 
robes. O wonderful folly and incredible effrontery! They despise present torments,
but fear those that are uncertain and in the future. While they fear to die after 
death, for the present life they do not fear to die. In such manner does a deceitful 
hope soothe their fear with the solace of resuscitation.1

This rather purple prose represents the public’s opinion of Christians in the second

century AD. Bucking social trends, owning little, despising public honours, not fearing 

to die. And, according to Acts, having all things in common. This is the righteousness of 

the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is a kingdom where prevailing social values 

of wealth and prestige are turned on their heads. It is a place where living as Jesus 

describes is possible, because everyone looks out for everyone else.

The impossible becomes possible, foolishness becomes wisdom, when you have 

little left to lose. They can stop worrying. They can hear the good news. Scarcity 

becomes the abundance of just enough when shared in community.

1 Minucius Felix, Octavius, VIII, 3-10. Quoted by Joseph Cullen Ayer Jr. in A Source Book for Ancient Church History, 
"Period iii. The Critical Period: A. D. 140 to A. D. 200," BibleHub,  
https://biblehub.com/library/ayer/a_source_book_for_ancient_church_history/period_iii_the_critical_period_.htm.
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If I really found myself in such a community, it would be an experience of divine 

possibility wholly other from our everyday experience of society. I would give awe-

filled thanks to God every day. Every day would be Thanksgiving.

Doesn't that sound like something worth striving for?

...

What if I shut down the critical, nay-saying part of my brain just for a while?

What if I just took a thirty-minute Gospel vacation, and imagined myself among 

these early Christians? What if I imagined, for thirty minutes, that in our own time Jesus 

is right, that it is possible, that worrying about my tasks and responsibilities all day is 

not necessary or helpful? Just for thirty minutes. What might I see differently? What 

might appear more possible? What aspects of my life might appear more beautiful? 

What might I actually become thankful for?

If it's possible for those first Christians, could it be possible for us?

Sure it could. Didn't I already experience that? Didn't I already experience the 

freedom of saying, "I can accomplish this, this, and this today, and that and that aren't 

gonna get done, regardless of how important I think they are"? Can I, by worrying, add 

another hour to the day? Today has troubles enough; let tomorrow worry about itself.
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Jesus isn't saying, "Don't plan for your future." He's not even saying, "Give away 

all your stuff," although that might be freeing. He's saying, "The more loosely you hold 

your possessions, the closer the kingdom approaches.”

What wonderful folly. What incredible effrontery.

What...possibility!
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