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Welcome & Introduction 

Welcome everyone!  Also welcome to those joining us on livestream. 
This is the Our Saviour Lutheran Church.  My name is Andy Kowald. 

 
Last Sunday the Our Saviour community held a Community Funfest.  It’s where we hold a festival 
where anyone from the community can come along and feel like they are one of the family.  We 
always have a free sausage sizzle for anyone who want one, and free icy poles for kids! 

 
Our gate monitors counted no less than 800 people who enjoyed the day!  Here are a few pictures 
of the day… 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

Today we have six young 
people who are going to receive a special blessing as they receive their first communion. 

 
There’s something about young people that help me understand what Jesus is trying to teach us 
today. 
 

You will hear a Bible reading soon where Jesus says that we should pester God our heavenly 
Father with our prayers.  Because we know He’ll answer like a good father should! 
 
My grandchildren teach me about this every time we have a meal together. 

 
They know that if they eat their main course they can then have an ice cream. 
 

That’s the deal that their parents have taught them. 
 
I have also noticed that whether they eat their main course well or not, they still expect to receive 
the ice cream! 

 
There’s something about the confidence they have that their mum and dad are their mum and dad, 
that they still insist on their reward even if it is poorly won! 
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In fact they even beg for it, and cry for it – even if their reward is poorly won! 
 
Today Jesus is teaching us that THAT’S how we are to approach our heavenly Father when we ask 
Him for something important. 

 
We worship today, as we do every day, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Song 

 Amazing Grace My Chains Are Gone CCLI#4768151 

 What A Beautiful Name CCLI#7068424 

 

Bible Reading 

Luke 18:1-8  

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give 
up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what people 

thought. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 
justice against my adversary.’ 
4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care 
what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so 

that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge 
says. 7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? 
Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

 
 

Message 

A few years ago I was visiting a Missionary Aviation pilot friend in Papua 
New Guinea.  They were at Telefomin.  It’s a village that takes about 6 

days to walk to.  There are no roads.  You can fly there from the nearest 
airport in 15 minutes.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3MZgXXUW08Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r5L6QlAH3L4
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There were two pilots – my friend and his friend – and they lived in the 
only houses like ours.  The rest were huts.  It was quite a prestigious thing 
for a local to be invited into one of their houses. 
 

While I was there the pilot’s friend complained to me about how one of 
the local people stole his bike.  They found the bike at the home of one of the local teenagers.  The 
pilot’s friend, said “You’re a pastor.  What should I do about it?”  This was a different culture, AND 

the thief was also a bit of an outcaste because he had a physical impairment. 
 
How should he be punished…? 
 

It struck me … in hindsight, it was obvious later that it was GOD who struck me with the idea! … to 
tell him to invite the young man in for a cup of tea! 
 
“What!” he said.  “He stole from me!  What sort of an example would that be!” 

 
“Hold on,” I said.  “He’s EXPECTING a punishment.  He is expecting to be humiliated…  What he 
would NOT EXPECT is to be invited in for a cup of tea!”  NOBODY in the village would expect that! 
 

And while he’s sipping tea with you, you WOULD talk to him about the bike he stole.  Ask him why 
he needed it.  He was probably trying to impress the other lads.  You would probably come up 
with an agreement about how he might ‘pay’ for his misdemeanour. 

 
You can bet he will be astonished.  And you can bet he will never do it again!  There’s even a 
chance that he will become your friend.  And the whole village will wonder about the person who 
has this wisdom and goodness.  As a Christian, as a follower of Jesus, your goal is to win him to be 

your friend and God’s friend. 
 
I was already back in Australia a few weeks when MY friend, the one I initially went to visit, wrote 
to me about the legend of the pilot who invited a thief to his place for a cup of tea… 

 
The judge in the story that Jesus told, was a louse, really…  he couldn’t care less about God, and 
he didn’t care what people thought about him either.  But Jesus said that in the end he gave the 
widow justice!  And then He said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 

 
Listen to the unjust judge…!  Come on Jesus!  Why make a hero out of an unjust judge!” 
Well firstly, Jesus wants to shock us into understanding that there is something about the unjust 
judge that is JUST LIKE GOD!!! 

 
In the story, when the widow approaches him, the judge doesn’t take account of the rightness or 
wrongness of the widow’s position…  It doesn’t matter to him how right she is, or how wrong she 

is… 
 
When I come to God, in fact, EVERY time I come to God, I can’t imagine that I would have done all 
that He might have expected of me. 

 
Can you imagine how good it is for me to know that that if I come to Him honestly, not proud of my 
shortfalls, God doesn’t take into account my goodness of badness when He receives me! 
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“Hey…!  How about THAT!” 

 
If you honestly go to God, He WILL receive you! 
 
Some years ago I heard a Christian leader (Andy Stanley) say that life is always all about 

relationships. 
 
He said that as Christians we are involved in 3 significant relationships… 

- our relationship with God 

- our relationship with fellow Christians 

- and our relationship with Unbelievers 
 
He then highlighted the main issues with each relationship… 

He said, our connection with God has to do with – intimacy 
God desires a Father-Child connection with us. 
Like walking and talking with Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden 
Loving each other! 

As little children would seek out their parents, so God wants us to seek Him out! 
 
That pilot I spoke with had to remember GOD’S GOODNESS.  He then had to let God’s goodness 

work in his life.  And he was able to pass it on.  You could imagine that bike thief wondering about 
what caused that man to act so kindly!  That’s how intimacy works! 
 
Stanley then said our connection with Fellow Christians is about entering into community. 

 
That’s what the invitation, for the thief to come in for a cup of tea, began! 
 
Unity and fellowship amongst fellow Christians is HIGH priority of the Holy Spirit.  St Paul says to 

the Ephesians (4:1-3) … 
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 

 
Invite fellow Christians around for a meal – REGULARLY! 
Ask God for the wisdom to invite someone that would not expect an invite! 

 
And finally, Stanley said that our connection with Unbelievers has to do with influence 
 
St Paul says in the Book of Titus, that we are to do what we can to teach people about the 

Character of God.  We are to make them intrigued about God’s acceptance of them. 
 
He even gives this advice to Christian slaves… We read in Titus 2:9-10… 
9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to please them, not to talk back to 

them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way 
they will make the teaching about God our Saviour attractive. 
 
This is how a Christian slave can influence his master towards God! 

We are to do all that we can to INFLUENCE those who don’t know Christ. 
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One of my sons-in-law likes to follow politics.  The other day he said to his 4 year old son Louis.  

See that man on TV (he was pointing to our Premier Steven Marshall).  He’s the boss of our state.  
Louis looked at the TV and said “What?”  His dad repeated, “See that man on TV.  He’s the boss of 
our state.”  To which Louis replied, “I thought Jesus was!” 
 

Our most important relationship is the intimacy we have with God. 
 
The woman in Jesus’ story, went to the only man that could fix her problem.  It didn’t matter how 

often she had to bother him, she knew there was no point in going to someone else.  He was the 
only one who could help her.  So she kept bothering him until he did the right thing by her.  This is 
what intimacy with God allows.  We get to pester Him with our needs! 
 

Steven Marshall might have the answer to some of the issues in your life, but he cannot give you the 
life you need, the life that has deep and lasting satisfaction!  He’s not the one that you should be 
bothering! 
 

God knows those who come to Him.  He has called them by name, and He never forgets them. 
 
As His children, chosen by Him, we can have confidence that He treats us justly, and quickly. 
 

It is amazing that He chooses us!  I am always so surprised about that!  But He does, and His interest 
is always to have us close to Him.  Then we surprise ourselves by asking for things that only 
someone close to Him would dare to ask for!  Even nagging Him for it, like a child who knows they’ll 

get ice cream after they’ve finished their main course! Amen. 
 
 

Song 

 Nobody Loves Me Like You CCLI#7117604 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear heavenly Father, 
Your Word declares that You have chosen us and redeemed us. 
You have called us by name.  In Jesus, You have done all that had to be done for us to be adopted 

as Your children. 
We confess that often we act as though this has not happened. 
We act as though we are NOT Your children. 
WE imagine that You are not our good heavenly Father. 

This is sin. 
We are sorry.  Please forgive us. 
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit that we might come alive to the life of pestering You for connection – 
just like any child would want from their parents. 

We ask in Jesus name.  Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-KicvBB2L68
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Our heavenly Father HAS had mercy on us!  He has sent His own Son to die for us. His Word is true, 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  I therefore declare: Your sin is forgiven!  In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the powerful fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 
 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus that as your children, your love and forgiveness of us is so complete and no 

matter how far we fall short, you demonstrate goodness and mercy towards each of us.  

o Help us to seek you out more deeply and intimately that we may know your will for us, that we 

may grow in our relationship with you, with other Christians and with people who don't yet 

know you. 

o We lift up our Call process to you and ask for your wisdom and guidance on our Call 

Committee and for the Pastor you are preparing for a call to Our Saviour.   
o We pray for Operation Christmas Child and the children and communities who will receive our 

gifts.  May they come to know your love for them. 

o We pray for the families and friends of our members who have gone to be with you in heaven 

over this past week, Jamie, Charmaine and Beryl.  comfort them and surround them with your 

love and peace at this time. 

o We join churches across Australia as we pray for our nation to seek God. We pray for 

spiritual renewal and revival and for an end to the pandemic. We pray that people will 

repent and turn towards God.  

o We think of those countries and people also struggling with the added burden of civil unrest 

and natural disasters – flooding, fire, drought, earthquakes and volcanoes. We pray for God’s 

mercies on them.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your love and care for them and 

prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

For All You've Done CCLI#4254689 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTlHrmNAMQk
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