
Hebrews: Jesus is Better                                                  Study Notes 
Lesson 8 - Hebrews 4:12-13


Main Idea

The Bible is God’s written word to us. It contains the very foundation of our faith, the gospel 
and is that which not only reveals God but guides us into the life that glorifies him, preparing us 
to serve in his presence. The focus of our study is to discover the rich truth of how God speaks 
and what he has to say to us. 

Study Questions

1. In what five ways does the author of Hebrews describe the word of God in 4:12?


2. In what sense is the Bible, God’s word, “living and active”?


3. What is meant by the “word” of the Lord in the Old Testament (See for example Gen. 
15:1-4; Psalm 33:4-6; Psalm 119:105,114)? In what sense is this different than how we refer 
to it today? In what way is it the same?


4. In Genesis 1, when God creates, we have the oft repeated phrase, “And God said”. How 
does this relate to discussions about the word of God? 


5. After calling the readers to strive to enter God’s enter God’s rest in perseverance, the 
author of Hebrews reminds them that faithless disobedience will not go unnoticed (Heb. 
4:11-13). Knowing that God’s word acts as an agent revealing ones innermost thoughts and 
intentions, how can we use his Word to fight disobedience and unbelief?


6. How does the emphasis on the word of God and his penetrating knowledge in 4:12-13 
relate to the discussion of unbelief in the heart (see 4:1-11)?


7. How do the attributes of Scripture  described in this passage strengthen your 
perseverance? 


8. The Apostle Peter speaks in similar fashion about God’s word. How should we understand 
his references to the word of God in 1 Peter 1:23-25?




9. Read 2 Timothy 4:1-4. What does Paul say about the significance of God’s word and its 
impact upon our lives? 


10. What are some of the ways people wrongly treat or use the Bible today? What have we 
learned from our study that can counter  these falsehoods?


Theological Soundings

Word of God . The Bible is the divine-human word, given to us by God through human beings 1

within redemptive history, who testify about who God is and what he has done. The Bible is 
God’s personal utterance to us, acting as God himself, searching and exposing our hearts. 
Through God’s written Word, his people may expose error, grow in Christlikeness, and gain 
understanding as to what it means to live a life-pleasing to God (Hey. 4:12; 2 Tim. 3:16).


Personal Reflection

What has the word of God (perhaps in your study of Hebrews) revealed about your own 
“thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (4:12)?


Read, think through, and comment on the following quote;

“We need to approach the Bible each day with a spirit of deep humility, recognizing that our 
understanding of spiritual truth is at best incomplete and to some extent inaccurate ... we 
should approach the Scriptures in humility and expect the Spirit to humble us even further as 
we continue being taught by Him from His Word.”  
― Jerry Bridges, Holiness Day by Day: Transformational Thoughts for Your Spiritual Journey


What should you do about what you’ve learned?
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