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CONNECTION:
● What season of your life would you describe as a season of joy and

what season would you describe as one of discouragement?

PRAISE:
● How and where have you seen God’s sovereignty in your life this past week?

SCRIPTURE:
● Exodus 5:1-23

CONVERSATIONS
● Read Exodus 5:1 - Moses, Aaron and the people of Israel have just come from a

spiritually charged event (see Exodus 4:31).
○ What is the value of experiencing great, spiritually rich events?  Share of a

time when you had a significant spiritual experience.
○ What are the potential downsides after a spiritually rich event?

● Read Exodus 5:2 - 9 � To Pharaoh, the value of the Israelites is dependent on how
much they produce.

○ Do you think that our culture today uses the same standard to measure a
person’s value?  Why or why not?  If so, how does our culture communicate to
us that this is where we get our value?  If not, what does our culture use to
measure a person’s value?

○ What is the biblical foundation for the value of a person? (See Genesis 1:26 -
27)  What are the implications of this when it comes to issues such as
abortion, medically assisted dying, human rights and caring for the homeless
and others with needs in our world?

○ Is it wrong for a Christian to want to be productive and to accomplish many
things?  If not, how do we keep productivity and accomplishments from
becoming a god in our life while still pursuing those very things?

● Read Deuteronomy 5:12 - 15 � In this passage, a weekly sabbath is an act of
defiance against Pharaoh and the slave masters

○ Do you practice a sabbath?  Why or why not?
○ What is the value of practicing some sort of a sabbath?
○ How does practicing sabbath take faith?  How does it defy the gods of the

age?
● Read Exodus 5:22 - 23 - Moses started this chapter deeply confident but ended it

deeply discouraged because of the opposition he faced from Pharaoh.
○ Do you think that his questions to God were legitimate?  Why or why not?
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○ Is it a sin to be discouraged by the fact that God isn’t working in your
situation in the way that you hoped?  Why or why not?

○ If you are discouraged what can you do?  (Beware of cliche or trite answers,
keeping in mind that there may be people who are discouraged in your group)

○ What does this whole passage teach about having faith in God?

PRAYER
● Praise for the Light Up Ridge celebration and all the folks who came out to join us!
● Praise for the Community Hub and all the folks that it is caring for in our CITY.
● Prayer that our church building would continue to be used to bless our CITY and that

more opportunities and partnerships would come forward.
● Prayer for our Youth ministry team, that more folks would step forward to help love

and lead the growing number of kids that are coming.
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