
  
  
  

  

 

Bro. Jonathan Hodges

 Thankfulness appears to be on the decline in our modern society. For Christians, however, thankfulness is not a
suggestion but a commandment. “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you.” (1 Thes. 5:18)  If God commands us to be thankful then surely it must be important. We may wonder, with the
many troubles and trials in the world in which we live, how can we cultivate a thankful spirit? What is the source of
thankfulness in our lives? 
 With so many trials that can bring difficulty, sadness, or loss in our lives, how can we “in every thing give thanks”?
Notice that the verse doesn’t say, for everything give thanks, but, in everything give thanks. Our perspective needs to be altered
so that we view our trial differently.The latter part of the verse says it is the will of God concerning you. We must
accept that the will of God has permitted the trial, but God has not abandoned us. “And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are called according to his purpose.” (Rom 8:28) While the trial
may not be good, God has promised to bring good from everything that he allows in our lives. If we love God, we
will obey and honor Him. If we are saved, then we are called according to His purpose, and God has a plan for our
lives. We can be thankful in everything because God’s plan is always good.
 What about the source of thankfulness? When we’re discouraged it seems that thankfulness is the last emotion we
can muster. Because it is the will of God for us to be thankful, we can exercise thankfulness by faith. That means
being thankful even when we don’t feel like it. In doing so, we are obeying God’s word. Remember, “But without
faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb 11:6). If nothing else, we can thank Him for saving us and that we have
eternal life.Nothing can take that away! Faith has to be exercised for it to grow, just like the muscles in the human
body. Once we start thanking Him, it is amazing how the Holy Spirit will bring many other things to our mind for
which He is worthy of our praise.
 Being thankful is vital to the Christian life. If we’re not careful, trials can rob us of our joy. Unbelievers don’t
understand how we can be thankful in our trials because they don’t know Him. He deserves our thanksgiving and
praise because He is faithful and true.Vocalizing our thankfulness builds us up in our spirit as well as uplifts fellow
believers. When we assemble together to worship or privately spend time in prayer, don’t forget to be thankful. We
benefit ourselves and encourage others when we thank God for His goodness. Let Thanksgiving become a way of
life. 
 
 God Bless
 Jonathan Hodges
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"Its not how much we have, but how much we enjoy,

that makes happiness."

-Charles Spurgeon
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   As we approach this time of year and families begin to gather again, it should remind us of the

blessings that God has blessed us with. There are many things we take for granted; the air in our

lungs, the blood in our veins, the house that we live in, our friends, family, running water, electricity,

and many other blessings. There are several times in our life where we get caught up with the things

that we don’t have instead of being thankful for the things that we do have.  The Lord and his grace

have truly blessed each and everyone of us. We are all so undeserving. The Lord is constantly working

in our lives and is working behind the scenes each and every day to make sure that we have more

than enough, whether we realize it or not. 

   Giving God thanks for all things demonstrates a recognition that he is a good God, regardless of

whether we consider something to be a blessing or a burden. Having a heart of thankfulness goes

beyond the holiday Thanksgiving for the Bible says to “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of

God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). But I challenge each and everyone of you

to not only be thankful for the blessings you have, but to be thankful for the Lord that we serve. Think

of what God has brought you through, what God has brought you to, and what God has delivered you

from. All our lives could be very much different without God’s grace and loving guidance. 

   I have learned that thanking God for the following can lift my heart to see above the problems of

this world; thanking God for his beautiful creations, the provisions of life, everything we have comes

from God (Ecclesiastes 5:19), fellowship of the saints, God’s promises, and the greatest gift God gave

mankind was His only begotten Son, who gave His life to grant us forgiveness of sin and everlasting

life. Through His Spirit God gives us joy, peace, and victory. Let us rejoice in our Lord and give thanks

to Him in all things!

 “O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: his mercy endureth for ever.” Psalm 107:1
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Nursery Workers
"Happiness isn't something that depends on our

surroundings... It's something we make inside ourselves."

-Corrie Ten Boom

-Read the testimony of Corrie Ten Boom, and in this
quote you will realize how happiness in Ms. Boom's
life was not within herself but the Lord.


