
My dear friends, the end of 2021 finds us still reeling from prolonged uncer-

tainty and instability brought on by a pandemic that continues to alter our lives 

in so many ways. Many people are exhausted by its persistence and frustrated 

by the many responses to it that inhibit our ability to find relief and release.  

Mary and Joseph found themselves in a situation that upended their lives cre-

ating fear, frustration, strength, and vigilance. According to the Gospel of Luke, 

the couple sought refuge at an Inn only to discover that there was no room 

available.  

It is interesting that in the story that there is no reference to an Innkeeper, this 

figure has been created in our imaginations. But all Inns must have had an Inn-

keeper to negotiate prices, rooms, etc. One might imagine that the Innkeeper 

in the story was uncaring. Perhaps, the Innkeeper was quietly supportive.  He 

was someone who thought outside the box to solve the problem. Instead of 

thinking “there’s nowhere,” the Innkeeper understood that “there has to be 

somewhere.”  Despite a full Inn, the Innkeeper still found a way to accommo-

date the young couple.  He found a way to “house the holy.” 

The challenges facing many churches today is discovering new ways that they 

can ‘house the holy,’ to welcome the stranger, to make room in their church for 

new ways of being church in a time where people are seeking “inns” of wel-

come, love, and acceptance.  To do so might mean having the courage to re-

imagine how the church can become a house where the Holy will be born 

anew. The star of Bethlehem shone on an unlikely house for the holy--a stable. 

Every church, no matter the situation it finds itself, can be a beacon of hope, 

peace, joy, and love to others.   

The Advent series “The Inn” inspires us to think about how each of us can not only maintain our own hope, 

peace, joy, and love but also to share these gifts with others.  How can St. David’s, our “inn” make room – to 

create a welcoming space and opening our hearts and doors ever wider to the flourishing humanity of seek-

ers?  As the church discovers ways to “make room in the inn,” our own hearts are filled with Hope, Peace, Joy 

and Love.   May this Advent fill us with strength, endurance, inspiration, rest, and resilience not only as indi-

viduals but also as a church as we seek to house the holy. 

View the trailer here:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VElIPKChTsBHaP2JPykjzSLlRNYre7kB/view?usp=sharing  
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Celebrating Peggy 
As you all know, Peggy will be retiring at the end of December. 

We would like to honor her dedication and service to St. 

David’s for the past 13 years. On Sunday December 19, we 

would like to present her with a gift at the end of the worship 

service. If anybody would like to donate, cash or cheque dona-

tions will be received at the office, or can be mailed. You may 

also send an e-transfer, clearly marking that it is intended for 

Peggy’s retirement.  

 

After the service, there will be a time to gather in the TM 

Room to allow people to share well wishes with Peggy.   

Welcome back for Advent  
 

At our October 26 Council Meeting (on ZOOM), Council 

passed a motion to reopen the church for Advent! On  

November 28th we will begin regular in-person wor-

ship services. We are closely monitoring and following 

all AHS guidelines and recommendations and will con-

tinue to change our plans accordingly as new information 

is presented. In any case, we will be continuing with 

mask-wearing, social distancing and sanitizing as we 

move into our tentative opening. The Fellowship time fol-

lowing service will be without beverages for the time be-

ing. Right now, our sanctuary is set up with chairs set 

apart and awaiting our return to worship. It was noted at 

our meeting that congregants may feel more comfortable 

to continue worshipping online.  

 We are looking forward to the installation of neces-

sary equipment to live-stream our services, beginning 

with the November 28th service. In the coming weeks, 

we hope to see cameras, televisions, switchers, computers 

etc. being installed to enable live-streaming. We will need 

to undergo training for the use of the new equipment so if 

you have an interest (or know someone who might) in 

becoming part of the tech team, please come aboard.   
 We will continue to keep you updated via our 

weekly emails, but we look forward to celebrating the ad-

vent season with you, both in person, and online.   

      - Brenda Wallace 

Gadgets & Gizmos  

a Plenty  
Do you have an extra tablet, webcam, or 

laptop that you are not using? Do you 

have the skills and patience to teach 

somebody how to use technology to con-

nect with others online?  

 

As we are returning to in-person wor-

ship, some members are not comfortable 

or are just not able to return due to many 

different factors. We have heard from 

many people that they would love to con-

nect with us online but they just don’t 

have the means to do so. This might 

mean they don’t have the necessary tools 

or they just might not know how.  

 

We are asking anybody who might be 

able to help with either of these things, to 

please connect with either Chantal or 

Amy.  

 

 

Not feeling comfortable returning to ser-

vice? Don’t have the tools to connect 

with us online? Struggling to figure out 

how to work zoom and streaming? Fear 

no more! Please contact Chantal or Amy 

and we will try our best to help you get 

what you need to connect with us.  
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Healing 

Touch:  

December 4, 2019 
There will be no 

Healing Touch on 
January 1.  

 

As we prepare for the Advent Season, we are once again supporting two    

organizations as part of our Giving Tree. This year we are supporting:  

 

Centre for Newcomers 
Since 1988 the Centre for Newcomers has been a key resource for immigrants and refugees of 

all nationalities in Calgary. Their mission is to support newcomers and the receiving commu-

nity in becoming a diverse, united community, through services and initiatives that create con-

ditions of success for newcomers and that foster a welcoming environment in Calgary.  If you 

would like to learn more about the Centre for Newcomers, you can visit:                           

https://www.centrefornewcomers.ca  

 

They are thrilled to have our support this year through our giving tree program. They have 

asked that we collect donations of : 

 

* Calgary transit tickets  * Walmart Gift Cards   

* Superstore Gift Cards  * Safeway Gift Cards  

* Indigo/Chapters Gifts Cards    

 

Children’s Cottage Society 
Children’s Cottage Society is dedicated to building strong, healthy children and safe nurturing 

families through prevention programs and support services. They work with families to in-

crease protective factors and decrease risk factors s a strategy to promote child development, 

effective and nurturing parenting and to support and strengthen family functioning. These ef-

forts keep their promise to children, “to help your parents keep you safe so you can grow up to 

be healthy and happy” . If you would like to learn more about Children’s Cottage and their 

programs, you can visit: https://childrenscottage.ab.ca  

 

In order to support the many programs that Children’s Cottage Society runs, they have asked 

for donations of the following new items:  

 

* Toboggans   * Towels  * Pillows * Holiday decorations * Baby Bottles 

* Juice boxes * Craft supplies * Bubbles * Toques & Mittens * Fruit cups 

* Keurig pods * Youth books * Similac * Diapers: Size 4  * Baby undershirts 

* Baby blankets * Baby socks * Chalk * Pressure Cooker  * Hangers 

* Playdough          * Washable paint * Swiffer * Baking supplies     

* DVD Player  * Clear storage bins  * Bluetooth headphones 

* Clothing items for ages 2-14 years 
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GIVING TREE DROP OFF INSTRUCTIONS 
Gifts for both organizations can be dropped off to St. David’s starting November 15.  

 

Drop off 

Our office hours are currently Monday to Wednesday from 9 am to 4 pm, 

though staff are frequently in the building outside of office hours. Due 

to Covid, protocols and winter driving conditions, we recommend 

calling ahead to make sure somebody will be in the building to   

accept your donation.  

 

Gift cards can be dropped off at any time in our locked mailbox 

to the right of the front door.  

 

Mail 

If you are unable to drop off at the church, you may also 

contribute by mailing a gift card or cheque to St. David’s. 

Please specify that it is for the giving tree and which  

organization you would like to support.  

 

Etransfer 

You may also choose to send an    

etransfer to St. David’s via admin@sduc.ca. 

Please specify which organization you would like to support. 

 

All donations must be received by December 20 at 12:00 pm.  

Food Bank Donations 
 

Once again this year we will be supporting the Calgary Food Bank through 
donations. We are asking for donations of non-perishable items throughout 
the advent season. These items can be dropped off at the church during the 
above giving tree drop off times anytime before Sunday December 19. 
Items that are required include: 
 

baby formula with iron pasta   canned soup   quinoa   
baby food in jars  pasta sauce  macaroni & cheese pull tab soups 
canned tomatoes  juice (1 litre)  canned vegetables  pull top meals 
canned meat & fish peanut butter canned beans  oat bars 
canned fruit   rice   pancake mix  rolled oats 
    
 

Thanks kindly for your Christmas spirit of generosity and good will. 
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Annual General Meeting 

Please join us after worship on November 21 for our 

Annual General Meeting. Copies of the Annual Report 

will be sent via email prior to the meeting. If you would 

like a printed copy, please contact the church office.  

Foundation Annual Meeting  

Please join us for this short meeting prior to St. David’s 

AGM. Copies of the annual report, agenda and  

Financial statements will be found on the website under 

‘Foundation’ before the meeting and a few printed   

copies will be available at the church.  

Christmas Poinsettia & Donations 
This year we will be offering the opportunity to either purchase a Christmas poinsettia or make a donation to 

the flower fund ‘in honor of’ or ‘in memory of’ somebody in your life. You have 3 different options to do so:  

Mail: Attached to this newsletter you will find a form that needs to be filled in. You can fill this form out by 

printing clearly, attach your cash or cheque donation and either send it in the post, or place it in our locked 

mail box outside the front of the church. Please be mindful that we must receive your form before December 

6 in order to guarantee that you will receive a flower.  

E-mail: You can email the church office at admin@sduc.ca. Please include in the notes that it is for Christmas 

flowers. We then need an email from you as well with all of the information listed on the attached form.   

Drop-In: Starting November 15, you can stop in at the church office during our office hours and Chantal will 

be happy to accept your cash or cheque donation and take down the information to fill in your form. There 

will also be a no-contact drop box available after worship on November 28 and December 5. 

All of the names will be compiled into an insert which will be published with the worship 

folder on Sundays December 12 and 19. For those that do not receive email, but who make a 

donation, a copy of the insert will be printed and mailed to you.  

The deadline to purchase is December 6 at noon. If you choose to purchase a flower, 

they will be available for pickup at St. David’s after worship on Sunday, December 19.  

Current  

Office Hours 
Monday to 

Wednesday 

9 am to 4 pm 

Broadview Magazine Renewal 

It’s that time of year again! Broadview subscriptions ex-

pire at the beginning of 2022. The price seems to re-

main at $25.00 for the year. If you would like to 

renew or sign up for a new subscriptions 

please contact the church office.  
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Evening Compline 
7:30 PM 

Sunday November 14 

via Zoom 

Sunday December 5 

at St. David’s * 

*subject to change 



St. David’s Prayer Chain offers confidential 
prayers for one month for anyone you know 
who could use some prayer support. Con-
tact Chantal in the office or Amy to have 
your prayer passed along to our team of 
pray-ers. 
 
Pastoral Care Concerns – if you or 
someone you know would like to con-

nect with Amy, please call or email. 
We are here for you to listen and to 

offer prayers.  

Connect with us on Zoom 
Our need for connection and community is 

real and not confined to Sunday morning. 

Amy Haynes, Pastoral Care Minister will be 

hosting a weekly, informal gathering on 

zoom where we can greet one another and 

share our hearts. 

Prayers, poetry, fellowship and an op-

portunity to speak and listen to your 

church friend.  

Join us on Zoom on Wednesday 

mornings at 10 am.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82006849241 

Pastoral Care Message 
Dear Friends, 

It has been a long journey of faith this year. We have been witness to death, to division, to despair. As we near the end 

of a second year of pandemic where our own experiences in our own contexts have been challenging; I invite you to 

hold space for those in the developing world whose lack of access to vaccines and to reliable healthcare far exceed our 

own. It is right that our hearts should ache for ourselves who long for peace and a sense of comfort in knowing what 

comes next. And so too, it is right that our hearts ache for our neighbours whom we are commanded to love as ourselves.  

This year, many people began to really see the legacy of pain in our Indigenous communities. Settler Canadians have 

much still to learn-- and not in an empirical or academic sense. 

But rather, a learning that comes from grief, from openness to 

horror, vulnerability to our failures. We cannot fathom what it 

will be to reconcile, to really live reconciliation, if we have not 

yet opened ourselves to the ache of those deemed “other”. Our 

words of goodwill fall flaccid if not buoyed by a spirit of re-

pentance. Salvation is not, nor has it ever been, an intellectual 

ascent. It is an awareness of our deep need, an awareness of 

fallibility, and a willingness to hold deep discomfort in our sinew and cry out for God to change us. To make us new. To 

unify us in Christ. When we can really see our Indigenous relations in their pain; their deep wisdom and beauty and re-

silience will also be made plain for us to witness. May we fall to our knees at the sight of their brilliance and wholeness. 

May we always see the face of Jesus when we break bread with our neighbours.  

I have been blessed to be welcomed by this community. I am so grateful for the opportunity to become part of it, to 

share the gifts God has given me, and to grow in leadership. It has been tricky these first few months I have been here to 

really get to know you all, as we have been separated by covid restrictions. I hope that in spite of that you have felt like 

space has been made for you to share and to be seen. My prayer is that we will have more time together. More opportu-

nities to be in fellowship and walk with one another in a multitude of ways. A time of transition is upon us and I know 

that God is in it with us, holding a dream for St. David’s. Even though tears may come, as we say goodbye to what has 

been, may our eyes (even in their dampness) see the vision ahead.  

My sense is that you have a wealth of treasure, built up over time as a community of faith. I pray that as we seek to wor-

ship together, as we laugh and cry together, and as we share in the bread of Life together; we will not only grow our 

treasure together, but that we will share it recklessly, lavishly, and generously with those who need it most. May we 

walk this unknown path, together, with the peace of Christ upon us all.   

Abundant Blessings of the Holy Spirit, 

Amy Haynes - Pastoral Care Minister 
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Blue Christmas Service 
December 19 at 4:00 pm 

 

Come for a time of prayer and solace. We will experience 
beautiful music in candlelight. Our souls will be connected 
as we open our hearts to the Holy One who loves us and 

lends us strength and compassion in times of trouble. We 
aim to unite in person in the sanctuary, however should 

it be necessary we will make other arrangements.  
 

For those who aren’t comfortable attending in person, 
please feel free to join us via zoom:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85636091042 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
December 24 at 7:30 pm 

We invite you to attend this beautiful service at St. David’s or watch from 

home via our new live stream service.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84745999680 

A reminder with the link will be sent out on December 22 as well as posted 

to our website.  

Healing Touch continues to run on 

the first Wednesday of every month over 

Zoom. If you would like to sign up, please 

contact the Church office by the Monday 

before to make an appointment and get a 

link to your private session.  

A recording of Advent and Christmas 

organ music will be posted to our 

St. David’s YouTube channel by 

mid-December for your holiday 

listening enjoyment. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC6c124Hs_H8qK_-Jgkg6DPA  
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Congratulations to our amazing  

Office Manager Chantal Winslow. 
Chantal has been St. David’s Office Manager 

for five years.  Her incredible dedication, in-

genuity, devotion, management skills, creativity, and 

expertise have contributed to the smooth functioning of 

the administration management of the St. David’s of-

fice and the running of its programs, rentals, and 

events.  Chantal has experienced many physical chal-

lenges over the past nine months or so, but she has con-

tinued to provide excellent coverage of the office.  

Thank you, Chantal, for being the best office manager 

ever. We deeply appreciate your commitment, your 

kindness, your wisdom and guidance.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85636091042
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84745999680


 

There will be no  

worship service on  

Sunday December 26.  

Financial Note 
 

Contribution Envelopes 
The 2022 envelopes were ordered in September and should 
be arriving in December.  These will be mailed out to you as 
soon as they are received. As was done last year, we ordered 
them all as monthly envelopes.  
 
As we are returning to in-person worship services, we are happy 
to receive your donations on Sundays. However, for those who 
are unable to attend, you are still able to send your contribu-
tions in various other ways:  
 
Mail 
When mailing in your monthly contribution, please consider the following: 
 Do not mail cash.  
 Given mail delays and part time staffing, it may take a few weeks for your cheque to 

be received, recorded and then cashed.  
 If contributing by cheque for more than one month, please write separate cheques 

for future months. We are happy to take post-dated cheques. 
 
E-transfer 
You may send an etransfer. Please contact the office at admin@sduc.ca for more details. 

 

Year End Contributions 
If you are using interact or mailing in a cheque for a December contribution, and wish 
that to form part of your 2020 giving’s for tax receipt purposes, the date of the transac-
tion must be on or before Dec 31. 2021. Tax receipts will be mailed out in Febru-
ary  2022. 

The Church Office will 

be closed from  

December 22 at 4 pm 

until January 3 at 9 am.  
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