From Pastor Adam
Leaves have already changed color and some of them have even fallen. The first frosts
have started appearing on the grass at church. With Halloween behind us, we are now looking
forward to Thanksgiving and Christmas. I
can’t help but feel the anticipation of the
coming holidays as they approach with
what feels like ever increasing speed.
Similarly, things have begun
changing in the church. Just as the trees
have been rapidly changing colors, our
sanctuary will be quickly changing colors
too - no two Sundays in a row will be the
same! Our sanctuary was just red to commemorate the reformation which will be followed by
All Saints Sunday on November 7th with white to remember all the saints who have gone before
us. We will see the last bits of our liturgical green paraments after a long summer of them on the
14th before we switch back to white for Christ the King Sunday November 21st. We end
November with the blue for the beginning of Advent on the 28th. The different church holidays
along with the national holidays like Armistice Day (Veteran’s Day) and Thanksgiving is enough
to give someone whiplash!
In hopes of tying all these holidays and seasons together, we are going to change our
kyrie to an Advent song, “Come Now, O Prince of Peace”. The Kyrie is meant to be a plea for
mercy, peace, and salvation and “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” fits the bill perfectly. It is a
short hymn that is relatively new (circa 1991) but has the feel and gravity of some of our old,
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classic favorites. It is my hope that this little hymn will give us an anchoring point for the
pre-advent season and will carry us through November and into December.
We are starting this new hymn on All Saints Sunday. This is a perfect time for asking for
peace and reconciliation because All Saints is a time to remember how even though our loved
ones may not be physically present with us, they are still with us in memory and spirit. The lack
of the physical presence of our loved ones, whether they are newly departed or have been
welcomed into heaven for some time, can make Holidays difficult for many of us. I encourage
all of us to be open and honest about our emotions. I pray that we can accept each other's
vulnerability with compassion and understanding. It is important to do this because it reminds us
we are not alone in our grief and gives us the opportunity to be the body of Christ for our
community. God knows our hurts too and weeps with us, just as Jesus wept for his beloved
friend Lazarus.
The Good News is that our God is not an unfeeling deity watching from a distance. God
loves us so much that God became enfleshed in the person of Jesus and came to Earth. Jesus is
Emmanuel - “God is with us” and we wait for his coming throughout Advent. Jesus came to
Earth so that he could walk with us, eat with us, celebrate with us, cry with us, and love us unto
death. My prayer is that we all may recognize God’s deep, profound desire to be with us and find
comfort in it, in the weeks and months to come.
Blessings,
Pastor Adam

Let’s Celebrate November Birthdays

November 4
November 8
November 12
November 22

Mary
Joyce
Rebecca
Jack
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All Saints Sunday, November 7th.
This year for All Saints Sunday we are asking you to bring
pictures or tokens of your loved ones who have died to be
placed on the Altar during service. This will serve as a visual
reminder that though they are not physically with us, when we
take communion, we are participating with all of God's saints.
After service, we will have a bonfire and smore cookout in the
parking lot so bring your folding chairs!

Helping Those in Need: God's Work, Our Hands.
As the holidays approach, the needs of others loom large. This holiday season Lord of
Life is sponsoring two outreaches, one to FISH and one to the mothers and children in the
Family Shelter.
Our Thanksgiving outreach is to FISH where we can help provide foodstuffs for a
hearty Thanksgiving dinner to those in need in the our surrounding communities of Darien,
Downers Grove, Lisle and Westmont. Suggested items in need are:
cranberry sauce
instant mashed potatoes
Jiffy cornbread mix
canned pineapple
canned sweet potatoes
stuffing mix
We will deliver these items to FISH the weekend of the November 20th-21st. so the last collection
day will be Friday, November 19th.
For our Christmas outreach, the LCW invites us to join in helping the mothers and
children in the Family Shelter by providing gift cards the families can use for their Christmas
needs. The shelter has suggested we provide gift cards for the following stores: Target, Walmart,
visa, Amazon, Game Stop, Dollar Tree, Five Below, Aldi, Tony's Fresh Market, Pete's Fresh
Market, Trader Joe's' Jewel, or Mariano's.
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In addition, they have also suggested donating winter gear such as warm hats, scarves and
mitten/gloves and blankets such as :"Quilts and Fleece Tied" for children or adults. The LCW
will deliver these gifts to the Shelter during the weekend of December 3rd so the last day of
collection will be on November 28 2021. Thank you for whatever you can provide. Please
support our way of doing God's Work, Our Hands.

Join Us for Santa Lucia
Lord of Life will hold a COVID friendly version of the Santa Lucia
program and smorgasbord on Sunday, Dec. 12. The first meeting
for the committee is scheduled for Sunday, November 7 in
between services. Arlene Danielson is the event coordinator. Please
let Arlene know if you would like to get involved in the event or are
interested in attending. More details will follow later after the
committee meets.

Don’t Let Fall Breezes and Winter Winds Keep You in!
Warm up with LoL Friends
The Lunch Bunch is meeting on Tuesday, November 9th at 11:30. This month the
group is going to the Chicken Basket, 645 Joliet Rd in Willowbrook. If you want to attend,
please RSVP to Judy Padera (630) 960-4839. Everyone is welcome.

Leslie Goddard is coming back!
Leslie Goddard will be at our next Senior Spirits meeting, which was
moved up a week to accommodate her schedule. The next meeting is on
Thursday, November 11th, at noon. She will be giving a presentation
on Christmas at Marshall Fields. Everyone is invited to attend so be
sure to let Marilynn Sells know you will be there. Please bring your
lunch and beverage.

4

And as an added celebration, the regular potluck luncheon tradition will resume for
the December meeting.

Senior Spirits Welcome The Comfort Dogs
Those who attended the October meeting of Senior Spirits enjoyed learning about the
Comfort Dog Ministry. Attendees learned a little about the beginnings of this wonderful ministry
as well as a brief introduction as to how the dogs are obtained, trained and serve. Best of all the
folks at Senior Spirits got to interact with Emma, the Golden Retriever Comfort Dog.

Pet Blessing a Success
Thanks to everyone who helped make this year’s Pet Blessing a success. We could not
have done it without all of your help. Special thank you goes to Judy Padera and Marilynn Sells,
who planned the event, Sherry Sejnost, who
ordered the Pet Blessing banner and took
pictures at the blessing, and to Bruce Danielson
for arranging the banner display on the front
lawn of the church. Be sure to look for the Pet
Blessing pictures on Facebook and on our
bulletin board in the Narthex.
The weather for the Blessing was ideal, and
we had a great turnout. 41 people attended along
with 18 dogs and 1 cat as well as various pictures of pets that could not attend. All were blessed
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by Pastor Adam. Each pet received a certificate with the pet’s name on it as well as some tasty
treats for both the pets and their owners.
We collected over $40.00 in donations, and several people showed an interest in coming
to Lord Of Life.
A special thank you to Pastor Adam for a wonderful service for our four-legged friends.
“All creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful,” The Lord God made them all.

We Love Your Photos!
We need pictures and artwork for our daily Bible reading and prayers. Please share your
photos with us at lordoflifechurchdarien@gmail.com

Highlights from the October Church Council
● Transition Committee:
✔ Confirmed the timeline for Pastor’s ordination and installation.
✔ Will work with LCW and Hospitality Committee to plan a celebration.
● Plans will begin for next LoL family outing
● Pet Blessing
✔ Plans are made
✔ Sign for the front lawn has been purchased.
● Gift cards rather than Christmas baskets will be collected for Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
● The Family Shelter may also need donations for Christmas.
● Greeters for Sunday worship services will return, but ushers will not be sought at this time.
● Planning for the program and food buffet for Santa Lucia is underway.
● Christian Education committee noted Confirmation classes would begin.
● September donations were good, and the first two weeks of October are encouraging. In
general, balance sheets are very strong.
● The PPP loan has been forgiven. .
● Property Committee:
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●

✔

Painted the stripes on the parking lot and painted windows.

✔

Added a sign to the LoL garbage bin.
All Saints Sunday will honor lost loved ones by including pictures or a special something
on the altar.

●

Pastor continues to meet with members of LoL.

Council Members
Pastor Adam - lolpastoradam@gmail.com
Sherry Sejnost - sej7@comcast.net
Arlene Danielson - arlened1@comcast.net
Stacie Plzak - stacieplzak@gmail.com
Roberta Sejnost - rsejnost@gmail.com
Sheila Ruh - sheilaruh@yahoo.com
Marla Suda - mrsuda@yahoo.com
Marilynn Sells - abbey114@comcast.net
Debbie McNichols - randeb1990@hotmail.com
Connie Allekian - connall@juno.com
Aimee Jimenez - ajimenez314@gmail.com
Art Kardatzke - arthur.kardatzke@gmail.com
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