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Welcome & Introduction 

Good morning everyone. 
Welcome also to those of you joining on lovestream.  You are joining the public worship of Our 

Saviour Lutheran Church, Aberfoyle Park SA.  My name of is Andy Kowald.  I’m the pastor of the 
Our Saviour community here. 
 
Last Sunday the speaker, Peter Steicke, spoke about Blind Bartimeaus…     

 No he didn’t! 
 
He spoke about Seeing Bartimaeus! 
He was blind once.  That was about 2,000 years ago!  But ever since he met Jesus, he’s not BLIND 

Bartimeaus anymore!  He’s SEEING Bartimaeus. 
 
Isn’t it funny how we still want to call him BLIND Bartimaeus. 
 

I also think it’s a bit funny that the writer of the SEEING Bartimaeus story takes the time to tell us 
what Bartimaeus means.  I think it’s funny because it means ‘Son of Timaeus’!  …  Really!? 
 

Do you know what YOUR name means? 
 
If there are any children joining us from home, you might like to ask your parents what your name 
means. 

 
If they don’t know, maybe you could google it with them… 
 
Back when mobile phones were invented they used to have this thing called predictive text.  So if you 

typed in a word incorrectly, it would try to predict what you meant.  So when my wife would text me, 
her phone always thought that when she typed “Andy” that it was a misspelling, and it correct it by 
replacing the word ”Andy” with the word “body”.  Dear … “body”… 
 

I don’t know why, but it doesn’t say it anymore…! 
 
Now here’s the thing.  When Bartimaeus called out to Jesus, he called Jesus “Son of David”.  It was 

like saying: Jesus, Saviour of the World, help me!  And Jesus did.  It was like the Son of David gave 
the son of Timaeus a real life change. 
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Do you remember what this picture is about? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
At the beginning of last year (2020), there were four kids 

were walking to buy icecream (in the Sydney suburb of 
Oatlands), and as they walked they were hit by a car driven by a drunken driver.  They were all 
killed. 
 

The picture shows the mother of three of them, Leila Geagea, as she visited the site where they 
died. 
 
You would think that if 3 of your kids had just been killed by a drunken driver, you might have had 

some pretty harsh word to say.  But she spoke like an angel… 
 
She said that she hurt deeply for her children.  But then she said that she forgives the man who did 
it…  She said, “In my heart I forgive him... I’m not going to hate him because    that’s    not    who    

we    are.” 
 
She was a kingdom person.  She was not in charge of her heart.  Jesus was!  God’s kingdom was 

not some far off concept!  She was confident that her children were still with Jesus. 
 
She is an example of the life of a baptised person, where we daily tie the desires of our old flesh 
to the death of Jesus, and daily rise to a fresh new life that also comes from being tied to Jesus. 

 
This is what we mean when we say that we worship “In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.”  We live in the name of the One who gives us new life each day! 
 

Leila has taken on the name and character of Jesus.  And it makes a difference to her heart and 
her life. 
 
Bartimaeus also left behind his old life for a life of joy with Jesus. 

 
Today we will look at the same issue when we listen to an encounter between Jesus and a man 
asking questions about what is most important. 

 

Song 

 God So Loved  CCLI#7138599 

 Lord I Need You  CCLI#5925687 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PK9pljv_s-A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LuvfMDhTyMA
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Bible Reading 

Mark 12:28-34  

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given 
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 29 “The 

most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one.[a] 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind 
and with all your strength.’[b] 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[c] There is no 
commandment greater than these.” 32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in 

saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your heart, with all your 
understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important 
than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then on no one dared ask him any more 

questions. 
 
 

 

Message 

The Bible has an 8 chapter book called the Song of Solomon.  It’s about God’s deep, undivided, 
sacrificial love for us!  Spoken in the most romantic, desiring, attractive … delicious words! 
When it comes to loving us, God does not hold back! 
 

In today’s Bible reading Jesus talked to a religious teacher about LOVE.  He asked Jesus what was 
the most important commandment.  Jesus started by saying, know that God is the only God there is: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Then He said, 30 You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 

 
But something really interesting came up in my research about this story.  The man asked, “Of all the 
commandments, which is the most important?” 
 

A command is something that you are asked to DO: Do this!  Don’t do that!  Now here’s the 
interesting thing!  In the language that this story was originally written in, there is only one command 
word in the whole story.  And it’s not the word “love”!  It’s the word “Listen!”  “Hear!” 

More than once Jesus said, if anyone has ears to hear, LET HIM HEAR! 
 
Our translation put it “Hear!”  Hear Israel, hear people of God, hear families, hear husbands and wives, 
hears lovers, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 
The command is to hear!  The love verbs are actually in the future tense: you shall love the Lord 
your God.  If God is ONE in your life, then you WILL be loving! 
 

Jesus DOES talk about how we shall be loving God, but He commands us to HEAR! 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A28-34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24703a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A28-34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24704b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A28-34&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24705c
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The point is subtle, but powerful… 

IF YOU LISTEN … 

- If you hear the fact that the Lord your God is one.  There is no other God to run to – really… 

- That He has the whole box and dice sown up! 

- That He knows totally what’s best 

- for your love life 

- for your work life 

- for your worship life 

- for how you can help someone 

- for how to deal with feelings of injustice 

- for EVERYTHING! 
Then He will be working on your heart, and the kingdom life will go to work in you - loving 
God and your neighbour as God would. Like he is working in Leila Geagea’s life! 
 

And it’s something I must KEEP HEARING. 
I must keep listening to this truth about God’s goodness for me, because I keep on forgetting, and 
start living like BLIND Bartimaeus rather than SEEING Bartimaeus!  I need to be constantly swamped 
by the goodness of God for His child – who’s that – ME … YOU! 

 
I need to DAILY live in my baptism – tied to Jesus!  This means waking up each day and leaving 
BLIND Bartimaeus in bed (grave), and be raised to a daily new life, attached to the resurrected 
Jesus! 

 
You may remember the story of the man, I think made up to make a point, who was in jail for many 
years.  While he was in jail, he heard about Jesus and became a believer.  He’d paid for his 
crimes, and was now ready to give life a go. 

 
The story goes that when he left the jail, he looked for a church.  But the first one he went into had 
the ten commandments on the front wall: YOU SHALL NOT DO THIS!!  YOU SHALL NOT DO THAT!!  

Ohh… he felt the burden of his life start to weigh in on him. 
 
But he remembered God, and it was like scales were lifted from his eyes.  He remembered the love 
of God for him, and he read the commandments again.  And he read, You shall not be killing.  You 

shall not be lying.  You shall not be committing adultery… 
 
He suddenly saw the commands as descriptions of how God had now freed him to live! 
 

The Father once said about Jesus: This is my Son, whom I love. What did He say next…?   Listen to 
Him! (Mark 9:7) 
 
Listen to Him!  Listen to Him!  Listen to Him!  Listen to Him! 

 
When you think about it, you CAN’T command anyone to love you! 
 

When my younger brother had only been married for a week, he and his wife came and stayed 
with us.  We lived in a place where our bedroom was separated from the lounge by a sort of false 
wall.  We gave the young couple our bed, and we slept on mattress in the lounge.  It was a hot 
Summer’s evening. About 6 o’clock in the morning we were awake.  Suddenly we heard this voice 

from over the wall, “Wench, get me breakfast!” 
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We waited…  Do you know we did not hear another thing!  No response.  I do not think that one 

cell moved in her body. 
 
I command you to love me!  We will live happily ever after! 
 

That’s not how Jesus goes about it! 
 
A rule about love might ask you to be more loving.  And it might cause you to think about it.  But 

love has to do with what’s going on INSIDE!  And commands can’t change your insides!   
 
Like the religious man talking to Jesus.  He got the point … technically…  Jesus says so.  But that 
doesn’t quite cut it!   

 
God desires us to LOVE HIM with all our heart, mind, soul, strength. 
 
How am I going to DO that? 

 
By listening up!  By shutting your ears to all the other false gods clamouring for your time.  And by 
filling your ears to the Word of Truth about the living God.  The ONLY living God.  And you won’t 
be able to help yourself loving Him – and your neighbour as yourself! 

Amen. 
 
 

Song 

 Like An Avalanche  CCLI#5806713 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear heavenly Father, 
Ever since you called Your people Israel out of darkness in Egypt, You have asked us to “Listen”.  To 
hear the fact the You, Lord, are the only God.  That that You have loved us with an everlasting 

love.  And that You have now called us, in Jesus, into the same love. 
We confess that we need to hear this truth every day, because our ears have listened to others, 
and so our love for You, and them, has diminished. 

This is sin.  We are sorry for this.  Please forgive us and renew us.  Fill us again with Your Holy 
Spirit that we might live as the children you declare us to be. Amen. 
 
Our heavenly Father HAS had mercy on us!  He has sent His own Son to die for us. His Word is true, 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.  I therefore declare: Your sin is forgiven!  In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the powerful fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FJ2_Gg6ka-k
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Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you God for your most amazing, no-holds-barred love for us. 

o Change our hearts and help us let you take charge of them that we might become more like 

Jesus and it may deepen the way we love you and the way we love others. 

o We lift up our Call process to you and ask for your wisdom and guidance on our Call 

Committee and for the Pastor you are preparing for a call to Our Saviour.   

o We pray for all who come to our Community Funfest Event on 31st October and for those who 

are involved on the day.  May all who come feel welcomed and accepted and may they 

experience joy and fun in being part of the day. 

o We ask for your blessing on the safe arrival of Shoeboxes of Love we are sending overseas.  

May those who receive them be filled with joy, hope and encouragement. 

o We join churches across Australia as we pray for our nation to seek God. We pray for 

spiritual renewal and revival and for an end to the pandemic. We pray that people will 

repent and turn towards God.  

o We think of those countries and people also struggling with the added burden of civil unrest 

and natural disasters – flooding, fire, drought, earthquakes and volcanoes. We pray for God’s 

mercies for them.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your love and care for them and 

prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 



7 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

The Blessing CCLI#7147007 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZ55mDL7dA0
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