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Sermon: “Calling on God’s Power: A Prayer for the Church, Part 1”    
Series: “Prayer & The People of God”   Pastor Dave Sattler   NSAC   October 31, 2021   
Biblical Texts: Ephesians 1:15-23; Cf. Psalm 34:18, John 16:33, Acts 19:10, Revelation 21:5 
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I. Review & Introduction 
• Name one thing you’ve learned about prayer so far in our current Series, 

Prayer and the People of God. 
• To refresh your memory! Pastor Mardi reminded us that we pray to a God Who is merciful.  And 

we are encouraged to pray prayers “that throw ourselves on God’s mercy.”  Prayers like the tax 
collector prays in the parable in Luke 18, Q: “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”                            
— Cf. Luke 18:13, MDS, Oct 17/21 

• Hannah found herself bullied, childless, and discouraged.  But she prayed to God, “Look on 
your servant’s misery and remember me.”  Pastor Paul last week invited us to pray for 
God to release blessings in our lives in Jesus’ name, even when we’re in deep distress.                             
— Cf. 1 Samuel 1:11, PL, Oct 24/21 

II. Read Biblical Text: Ephesians 1:15-23 

III.  Discussion Questions: 
1. How does Paul begin his prayer and what can we learn from this?  

(v.15-16) 

2. What’s the first thing Paul asks God to give the Ephesians?  (v.17)  
Why do you think this is what he asks for first? 

3. Pastor Dave said, “God does not wish for us only to know things 
about Him or simply know what He does, God longs for us to actually 
know Him.”  How does this sit with you? 

4. What does Paul pray in v.18?  What makes hope such a powerful 
thing?  You may wish to read Revelation 21:5. 

5. Pastor Dave said, “More than mere wishful thinking, when the hope 
only Jesus brings works its way into our heart, it lifts our mental, 
emotional, spiritual, relational, and physical health.”  Agree or 
disagree?  Why? 

6. Paul spends the back half of his prayer praying the Ephesians will 
know the “incomparably great power of Jesus” (v.19-23).  List some 
of the ways Paul describes God’s power. 

                                 



SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  - Week of Oct 31/2021

IV. Life Applications: Land the Plane! 
A. General question: What can we learn from Paul’s prayer for the 

church to further shape how we pray? 

B. Paul encourages us to know Who we’re praying to.  Why is this 
important?  How does knowing this shape how we pray? 

C. What can keep us from relying on God’s power?   
• In her book, “The Way Up Is Down,” author Marlena Graves says,  

• Q: “We have to be in a humble servant’s position to experience [God’s] power.  - p.68. 

D. What is the true power of prayer? 
• Pastor Dave said, “It’s not the words we pray, or the earnest with which we pray, or 

even the faith we muster to back our prayers, but the Object of our prayers, Who 
we’re praying to, that makes prayer truly powerful.”   

E. How does the Christian Story fly in the face of the powers that be — 
in Ephesus, in Vancouver, in your neighbourhood and workplace? 
• Pastor Dave said, “The dominant narratives of our day suggest we are all masters of our 

own destinies.  We can, by our own brilliance, by our successes, by our own 
achievements make something great of ourselves—all on our own strength.  
o ‘You control your own destiny.  Make it happen.’ 
o ‘Work hard.  Play hard.  You deserve it.  It’s all yours.’ 
o ‘Success will satisfy.  Stuff will make you happy.’ 
o ‘Do good and you’ll do well.’ 

F. What will you rely on for strength?  Especially when life gets 
difficult and messy?  Where does our real power come from? 

G. Is there an antagonistic person or hostile power you are facing 
these days?  Invite God’s power to move in your situation. 

H. What does Christian hope look like?  You may wish to read Psalm 
34:18 and/or John 16:33. 
• Pastor Dave said, “The tangible presence of Jesus gives me hope—no matter my 

circumstance.  And the power of Jesus gives me hope that this hard thing I’m going 
through right now is not the end of the story!” 

I. Where in your life now do you need the hope only Jesus brings? 

                                 


