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Building Relationships. Living God's Transforming Love. 

 
Remembering Our Loved Ones ~ November 7, 2021 

 

WE ARE GATHERED FOR WORSHIP 
 

Prelude        Lee Willingham 

 

Acknowledgement of the Land     The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

We acknowledge that the land on which First United Church, Waterloo, resides are  

the lands traditionally used by the Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, and Neutral People.  

We also acknowledge the enduring presence and deep traditional knowledge, laws,  

and philosophies of the Indigenous Peoples with whom we share this land today.  

We are all treaty people with a responsibility to honour all our relations. May it be so. 

 

Welcome        The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

First United is a vibrant community of faith in the heart of Uptown Waterloo.  

 

We love to welcome people of all ages and all backgrounds, both to our worship 

services and to the many events that are held in virtually and in our building. 

 

Our purpose is "Building Relationships, Living God's Transforming Love".  

We live out our purpose through four areas of ministry: worship,  

faith formation and development, pastoral care, and outreach. 

 

First United is an Affirming Church, striving for the full inclusion of  

people who express their sexuality through all orientations and gender identities. 

 

If you would like to know more about First United Church, don't hesitate to contact 

myself, the Rev. Rose Ann Vita, or my colleague, the Rev. Harry Disher. If you would like 

to receive our church newsletter, contact the church office. Contact information is on 

our web page. 

 

We hope that you feel welcome here today.  

During this time of worship may you experience God's transforming love.  

 

 

Announcements       The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
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Lighting of the Christ Candle   The Rev. Rose Ann Vita and Walt Brooker 

As we light this candle, may its flame represent the presence of God with us now, 

for wherever two or three people are gathered in God's Name, God promises to be 

present:     

 As we move from busy-ness to quietness, we request ... 

God of life 

God of peace 

God of wonders that will not cease... 

Be powerfully and undeniably present for us now.  . . .  Amen 

 

Introit  I Am a Child of God (MV 157, vs 1,2,4)  Mezo-Willingham Family 

1.  I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation.  

I am a child of God, I am a child of God.  

 

2.  I am an endless prayer, I am a yearning for contemplation,  

I am an endless prayer, I am an endless prayer.  

 

4.  I am a cry for peace, I am commitment and dedication,  

I am a cry for peace, I am a cry for peace.  

 

Opening Prayer    The Rev. Rose Ann Vita and Walt Brooker 

Enter with me into that still place within, where we find not only our inmost selves, 

but also our connection to that creative and transforming mystery we call God. 

We come into one another's presence seeking community in the Holy Spirit, 

knowing that we do not live alone, and knowing that we cannot live fully  

if we live only for ourselves. 

 (Silence) 

Dear God, we come as ordinary people, each with strengths and each with weaknesses, 

aware of our shortcomings. Too often we fall short of our best expectations of 

ourselves. And yet, here we are, not always perfect, not always wise, but always 

wondrously and mysteriously human, seeking your inspiration and love. 

May the songs we sing lift our spirits. 

May our time together renew our hope. 

May the stories we share refresh our courage. 

May our prayers attune our hearts to your heartbeat. 

May the words of scripture and story bring us closer to your Divinity. 

 (Silence) 

This is our prayer. May it be so. Amen 
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WE ARE INSPIRED BY SCRIPTURE, STORY, AND SONG 

 

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8       Walt Brooker 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 

a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 

a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 

a time for war, and a time for peace. 

 

The Eleventh Hour: Last Post - A Minute of Silence - Reveille    

 

* Hymn For the Healing of the Nations   VU 678, v 1  Mezo-Willingham Family 

      For the healing of the nations,  

      Lord, we pray with one accord; 

      for a just and equal sharing 

     of the things that earth affords; 

     To a life of love in action 

     help us rise and pledge our word, 

     help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

A Story  Sadako Sasaki and the Thousand Paper Cranes   

 

Music Ministry  There is a Time    MV 165  Mezo-Willingham Family 

1.   There is a time we must rise, there is a time we must stand 

      There is a time that we must come together . . . 
 

Refrain: For blessed are our lives. Blessed our love. 

  And blessed our promise gathered now. 

 

2.   There is a time that we must leave, go from the place where hatreds breed, 

      and turning, feel the Spirit breathe us together . . .  [Refrain] 
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3.   There is a time we know the way, there is a time we watch and pray, 

      in living faith we make our way together . . .  [Refrain] 
 

4.   Upon the dry a cloud will rise, and truth will shine among the lies, 

      and wisdom sing as we arise together . . .  [Refrain] 
 

5.   There is a bow within the rain, and it will come and bend again, 

      and colours shine where we have been together . . .  [Refrain] 

 

WE GIVE FROM WHAT WE HAVE RECEIVED 

 

Call for the Offering       The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

 

Dedication        The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

Gracious God, accept our offerings. Bless our gifts that we have given.  

whether they be monetary or offerings of ourselves stepping out in faith,  

with our brokenness, our leftovers, our hope, and our being. 

 

Bless and transform our gifts and all we offer --- and all that we hold back,  

so that new life might abound to celebrate and honour your holy name. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People       The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

Placing of the Wreath by Cathie Stewart Savage 

We honourably remember those who have perished in war and in the struggle of 

nations. We remember with sadness the casualties of armed confrontation.  We mourn 

the loss of all lives, of those who served in the military, of the civilians --- the men, 

women, and children --- who suffered the consequences of armed combat. We even 

grieve the deaths of the animals and the destruction of lands destroyed in the battles.  

 

May the pain of their loss compel us to strive to find alternative ways of resolving power 

struggles. May we address injustices so that dignity is restored. May we live lifestyles 

that increase love and not hate. May generosity replace greed. May it be so. Amen 

 

Remembering Our Loved Ones (Lighting of the candles by Cathie Stewart Savage) 

In silence now, we also bring to our hearts, the people who have loved us and continue 

to love us: people who are not here with us today, but whose love we carry with us... 

 (Lighting of candles for loved one as they are named) 

In silence now, we hold these people in our hearts.  

(Silence)  

May old wounds be healed, and joys be celebrated. 

May the love we shared with them abide with us forever. May it be so. Amen 
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* Hymn For All the Saint Give Thanks for Life (VU 705, v1; 706, v 1,2,4   

         )Mezo-Willingham Family 

705-1.  For all the saints, who from their labors rest, 

             who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

             thy name, O Jesus, be forever bless’d. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

706-1.  Give thanks for life, the measure of our days,  

             mortal, we pass through beauty that decays, 

            yet sing to God, our hope, our love, our praise, Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

706-2.  Give thanks for those who made their life a light 

             caught from the Christ-flame, bursting through the night, 

             who touched the truth, who burned for what is right, Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

706-4.  Give thanks for hope, that like the wheat, the grain 

             that lies in darkness does its life retain 

             in resurrection to grow green again, Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

*A New Creed        Walt Brooker 

We are not alone, 

    we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

    who has created and is creating, 

    who has come in Jesus, 

       the Word made flesh, 

       to reconcile and make new, 

    who works in us and others 

       by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  

We are called to be the Church: 

    to celebrate God’s presence, 

    to live with respect in Creation, 

    to love and serve others, 

    to seek justice and resist evil, 

    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

       our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

    God is with us. 

We are not alone. 

http://www.firstunitedchurch.ca/
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    Thanks be to God. 

 

WE GO BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 

 

* Sending Hymn  God of Grace and God of Glory  (VU 686, v 1-4) Mezo-Willingham Family 

1.  God of grace and God of glory, 

     on thy people pour thy power; 

    crown the ancient church's story; 

    bring its bud to glorious flower. 

    Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

    for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour. 

 

2.  Lo! the hosts of evil round us, 

     scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

     From the fears that long have bound us, 

     free our hearts to love and praise. 

    Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

    for the living of these days, for the living of these days. 

 

3.  Cure thy children's warring madness, 

     bend our pride to thy control; 

     shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

    rich in things and poor in soul. 

    Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

    lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 

 

4.  Set our feet on lofty places; 

     gird our lives that they may be 

     armoured with all Christlike graces, 

     pledged to set all captives free. 

     Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

    that we fail not them nor thee, that we fail not them nor thee!  

 

Blessing        The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 
 Go now as agents of peace. It is a burden and a noble task. 

 And be not afraid, for you go in the peace and power of the Risen Christ. Amen 

 

Commission        The Rev. Rose Ann Vita 

This week, may you be the Church: celebrate God’s presence, live with respect in 

Creation, love and serve others, seek justice and resist evil, and proclaim Jesus, crucified 

and risen, our judge and our hope.  

http://www.firstunitedchurch.ca/
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Now go in peace. 

 

 

* Closing Song   O Canada (VU 524)  Mezo-Willingham Family 

O Canada! 

Our home and native land! 

True patriot love in all of us command. 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 

The True North strong and free! 

From far and wide, 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

 

Postlude Variations on "O Canada" (abridged)   Denis Bédard 

 

 

 

 

 

CREDITS 

Christ Candle and Opening Prayers are inspired by Rex Hunt 

(liturgy_collection/special_liturgies/pauseforpeace.html) 

Story found on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5wRabZXQ-hQ Used with permission. 
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