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PROVERBS – THE PATH TO WISDOM 
The Book of Proverbs – The Father’s 4th Speech 

 

SCRIPTURE TEXT: PROVERBS 3:11-12 (ESV) 
 
This is a new section1 but it is not entirely unrelated to the latter.  In the study of verses 1-10, Pastor 
Josh encouraged us to trust the Lord.  We are being called to trust the Lord even in times of discipline 

and reproof. 2  The main point is to WELCOME GOD’S DISCIPLINE.3 
 
That’s not easy.  The Scriptural passage today in Hebrews 12 makes it very clear that “for the moment all 
discipline seems painful rather than pleasant.”4  

 
EXPOSITION 
 
WHAT IS DISCIPLINE? 
 
To start with, we should ask, “What is the Lord’s discipline?” That term is very broad. An athlete 
undergoes discipline.  It is self-imposed. But it’s still discipline.  Christians are called to embrace 
“spiritual disciplines”. Paul called it “training yourself in godliness.”  It can also mean the disciplined, 
arduous, difficult work of the study of God’s Word.   
 
THE SPECTRUM OF DISCIPLINE. 
 
But in context with what we have learned so far in Proverbs the author may be thinking of the teaching 
and correction that comes from God’s Word.   So, at one end of the spectrum “the Lord’s discipline” 
includes the hard work in applying yourself to the learning and application of God’s Word.   The role of 
the Bible is for “teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.”5 There’s a sense 
where we are being disciplined of the Lord right now.   The task of the pastor is “proclaim, warning 
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.”6  So 
it’s not impossible to think that what you are experiencing the Lord’s discipline now.  Don’t despise it.  
Don’t become weary of it. 
 

 
1 The “my son” and “do not” of 3:11 mark the beginning of a new section, just as they do for 3:1 and 21. – Paul Koptak 
2 Kidner, D. (1964). Proverbs: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 17, p. 62). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
3 Koptak, P. E. (2003). Proverbs (p. 121). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Heb 12:11). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (2 Ti 3:16). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
6 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Col 1:28). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
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But discipline is also at the other end of the spectrum.  God often uses hardship and suffering that is 
intended to correct. We don’t choose it.  God providentially and lovingly ordains that we go through a 
period of discipline.  That’s the way Eliphaz uses it in Job 5.  And it’s the way the Apostle uses it in 
Hebrews 12.  Notice what Eliphaz says to Job: 
 
““Behold, blessed is the one whom God reproves; therefore despise not the discipline of the Almighty. For 
he wounds, but he binds up; he shatters, but his hands heal.” (Job 5:17–18, ESV)  
 
Note the author of Hebrews: 
 
“In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And have you 
forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the 
Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every 
son whom he receives.”” (Hebrews 12:4–6, ESV)  
 
Now again we must acknowledge that not all trouble is directly linked to our personal correction.  We 
live in a sinful world – a world that doesn’t function right.  A drunk driver hits your friend.  There is no 
need to think, “God is disciplining them.”  Eliphaz was right in what he wrote but he was wrong about 
Job.  We know that from the story.  At the same time, God sovereignly and providentially does bring 
trouble and adversity into our lives to correct us and discipline us  
 
When the father’s teaching and instructions are ignored, the son can expect discipline.  Likewise, when 
God’s children ignore and disobey Him, they can expect discipline.  God is bound by His Fatherly 
compassion to provide correction to those whom He loves. 
 
So Solomon tells his son: 
 

1. Do despise it.  Don’t reject it.  Don’t treat it with contempt.    
 

2. Secondly, don’t become weary of it.  Don’t shrink under its weight.    
 
Two things can happen to children when they are disciplined.  They can despise it or they can become 
discouraged by it. Solomon teaches his son, “Don’t do either.”   “Don’t fight it, cooperate with what God 
is doing;” and “Don’t be discouraged, God does not intend to beat you down. His goal is to elevate you.” 
 
What should this son remember when he is being disciplined by the Lord?  Solomon gives the answer: 
  

12 for the LORD reproves him whom he loves,  
as a father the son in whom he delights.  

 



Pastor Jim MacLellan October 31, 2021 Page 3 
 
 
 

  
Elk Point Baptist Church 

Proverbs – The Path to Wisdom Box 298, Elk Point Alberta T0A 1A0 780 724-4194 
 
 
 

Although the reproof may be feel bitter, it is actually a sign of the Lord’s love, not of his wrath.  C.S. 
Lewis drew the conclusion in his book: The Problem of Pain, that when we complain of our sufferings we 
are not asking for more love, but for less.” “When we suffer, it isn’t God angrily taking from us; it is God 
lovingly reinvesting in us.7 
 

CONTEMPORARY APPLICATION 
 
God will use His Word, His Church, various testing, trials, and different predicaments to bring us back 
onto the path of righteousness.  The point of the proverb is that God uses these means to discipline us 
because He loves us.  Here’s a bold and audacious statement: 
 
If we are not sensing God’s discipline at some point along the spectrum there probably is something 
seriously wrong in our lives. God is either using the discipline of training or the discipline of trials all the 
time in the life of a believer.  The question I get more often than any on this subject is this: “How do I 
know if my difficult situation is God’s discipline?” We ask this because we know that not every difficult 
situation is directly tied to a personal sin of ours.  So how do we know that it is. 
 
I don’t claim inspiration on my answer, but I am confident to state it.  My answer is this: If God is 
disciplining you for something in your life, He doesn’t hide it.  Can you imagine a father who spanks his 
son?  When the son asks, “What was that for”, the dad answers, “Well, you try to figure it out.”  If you 
are going through a difficult time this morning, it’s never wrong to ask, “Is God trying to correct 
something in my life?”  But God is faithful and loving. And particularly as you read God’s Word, He will 
make it plain.  If God makes it plain, then we are called to embrace it, surrender to His will, and 
remember how much He loves us.  
 
The great news is that Jesus understands. The Bible says that He sympathizes with our weakness.  He 
was tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin. We read, “Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered.” (Hebrews 5:8, ESV). Jesus stands before the Father.  He knows 
how it feels.  He knows that your discipline is for your good because the Father loves you. So, don’t lash 
back at the Father and don’t allow your life to become limp (Hebrews 12:12).  When disciplined by the 
Father, we are to repent, believe the Gospel and get back in the race. 
 
 

 
7 Ortlund, R. C., Jr. (2012). Preaching the Word: Proverbs—Wisdom that Works. (R. K. Hughes, Ed.) (p. 71). Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prwd20pr?ref=Bible.Pr3.9-12&off=8928&ctx=+Two+things.%0aFirst%2c+~when+we+suffer%2c+it+i

