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God of the Improbable 
Isaiah 6 

The Message 
Holy, Holy, Holy! 

 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master 
sitting on a throne—high, exalted!—and the train of his 
robes filled the Temple.  
 
Angel-seraphs hovered above him, each with six wings. 
With two wings they covered their faces, with two their 
feet, and with two they flew.  
 
And they called back and forth one to the other, 
Holy, Holy, Holy is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. 
His bright glory fills the whole earth. 
 
The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel 
voices, and then the whole house filled with smoke.  
 
I said, “Doom! It’s Doomsday! I’m as good as dead! 
Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted— blasphemous 
even!  
 
And the people I live with talk the same way, using 
words that corrupt and desecrate.  
And here I’ve looked God in the face!  
The King!  
GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!” 
 
Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a live 
coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. He 
touched my mouth with the coal and said, 
 
“Look. This coal has touched your lips. 
Gone your guilt, your sins wiped out.” 
 
And then I heard the voice of the Master: 
“Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” 
I spoke up, “I’ll go…  Send me!” 
 
He said, “Go and tell this people: 
“‘Listen hard, but you aren’t going to get it; 
look hard, but you won’t catch on.’ 
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Make these people blockheads, with fingers in their 
ears and blindfolds on their eyes, So they won’t see a 
thing, won’t hear a word,  
 
So they won’t have a clue about what’s going on and, 
yes, so they won’t turn around and be made whole.” 
 
Astonished, I said, “And Master, how long is this to go 
on?” 
He said, “Until the cities are emptied out, not a soul left 
in the cities— 
Houses empty of people, countryside empty of people. 
Until I, GOD, get rid of everyone, sending them off, the 
land totally empty. 
 
And even if some should survive, say a tenth, the 
devastation will start up again. The country will look 
like pine and oak forest with every tree cut down Every 
tree a stump, a huge field of stumps. 
 
But there is a holy seed in those stumps.” 
 

PRAYER 
Consider 1st… 

 
The Majesty of God 

 
What an awesome description of the almighty God… 

 
God is High 

 
I saw the Master sitting on a throne—high, exalted!—
and the train of his robes filled the Temple.  
 
God is on his throne – we may not realize it, or even believe it 
at times… when things don’t seem to be going our way and 
from our perspective things are falling apart.  
 
God thinks differently from us and sees a larger picture. 
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“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Neither are 
your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. “For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways 
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your 
thoughts” Isaiah 55:8-9  
 
GOD IS ON TOP OF THINGS! 
 
No matter what is going on in the world today… 
No matter what is going on in your life today… 

GOD IS ON HIS THRONE! 
 
He is the: 

• Almighty 
• All Knowing 
• All Powerful 
• All Loving 
• Already and forevermore 
• Always! 

 
And NOTHING you or I can ever say, do or think can change 
the fact that God is sovereign over all. 
 
Note that Isaiah doesn’t try to prove or defend God’s 
highness, he just observes, reports and accepts it. It is just a 
given with Isaiah.  
 
Later in Chapter 40 – Isaiah fills us in on how he views God. 
Close your eyes and meditate on these words about just who 
God is for a moment. The prophet says: 
 
See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and he rules 
with a mighty arm. 
 
See, his reward is with him, and his recompense 
accompanies him. 
 
He tends his flock like a shepherd: 
He gathers the lambs in his arms 
And carries them close to his heart;  
He gently leads those that have young. 
 

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, 
Or with the breadth of his hand marked off the 
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heavens? 
 
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket, 
Or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in 
a balance? 
 
Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord, 
Or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 
 
Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who 
taught him the right way? 
 
Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him 
the path of understanding? 
 
Do you not know?  
Have you not heard? 
Has it not been told you from the beginning?  
Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 
 
He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its 
people are like grasshoppers. 
 
He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads 
them out like a tent to live in. 
He brings princes to naught and reduces the rulers of 
this world to nothing. 
 
No sooner are they planted, 
No sooner are they sown, 
No sooner do they take root in the ground, than he 
blows on them and they wither, and a whirlwind 
sweeps them away like chaff. 

 

“To whom will you compare me? 
Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
 

Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created 
all these? 
 
He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls 
forth each of them by name. 
 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, not 
one of them is missing. 
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God is High ... God is High… and… 

 
God is Holy 

 
Angel-seraphs hovered above him, each with six wings. 
With two wings they covered their faces, with two their 
feet, and with two they flew.  
 
And they called back and forth one to the other, 
Holy, Holy, Holy is GOD of the Angel Armies. 
His bright glory fills the whole earth. 
 
Seraph means “burning ones” and the imagery here reminds 
me of what Jesus said when he walked among us – “I am the 
Light of the world” 

 
God’s holiness–His separateness – His 

uniqueness stands out and the starkness of his 
purity evokes a contrast … to anything that 

comes within its presence. 
 
And so even the angels are speechless – all they can do is cry 
out “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty!”  Mere words 
cannot do justice in describing him.  
 
This is basically saying – there is none like you – there is none 
like you – there is none like you.  This is going on back and 
forth – they are repeating it to each other like a stadium full of 
fanatical fans…   
 
And the most amazing thing to consider is that this is still 
going on today… as we sit here… everyday! Do we stop to 
listen for the angels calling out His greatness. 
 

God is High, God is Holy…. and 

 
God is Here 

 
The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel 
voices, and then the whole house filled with smoke. 
(Presence of God)  
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Sometimes God shows up in big, loud dramatic ways with 
physical evidence… 
 

“There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, 
rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was 
like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The 
guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men.” Matt 28:2-4 
 
Sometimes God shows up in small, quiet unassuming ways… 
“When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus 
said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’” John 4:7 
 
God is here among us all the time – sometimes dramatically 
big – sometimes dramatically small – we just have to look for 
Him… 
 
So when we consider the Majesty of God, we need to see him 
as High, Holy and yet Here among us! 
 

God’s holiness–His separateness– His 
uniqueness stands out and the starkness  

of his purity evokes a contrast to anything  
that comes within its presence. 

 
Consider 2nd… 

The Mercy of God 

Think about how merciful God is in allowing us to see our own 
sinfulness. He could have just let us die in our sin… we 
wouldn’t have known any difference. 

But God refuses to leave us in that sinful dead state without 
an option for us to rescue ourselves from it… 

 
God is Provocative 

“Doom! It’s Doomsday! 
    I’m as good as dead! 
Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted— 
    blasphemous even!  
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Isaiah’s life flashes before his eyes… Isaiah is the only person 
that could legitimately say OMG! And not be taking the Lord’s 
name in vain! God was right there in front of him. 
 
This realization that he was in the presence of the Almighty 
God caused Isaiah more than a little worry! He starts to really 
take inventory of the kind of life he’s been living! 
 
And the people I live with talk the same way, 
    using words that corrupt and desecrate. (NOW he’s 
ashamed of his friends!) 
 
And here I’ve looked God in the face! 
    The King! GOD of the Angel Armies!” (I am so busted!) 
 
My kids can tell if I’m serious or joking by reading my face – 
and maybe the tone of my voice.  And sometimes just my 
presence changes behavior. 
 
When we truly see the majesty of God, we can’t help but 
recognize our sinful state. God is so pure and righteous!  
 
And when we recognize our sinful state, it provokes us to 
want to do something about it. 
 
This happened many times when people met Jesus: 
While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a 
man covered with leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, he 
fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You 
are willing, You can make me clean.” Luke 5:12 
 
And his spectacle of majesty is happening now—one particular 
scripture jumps out in my mind: 
And all the angels were standing around the throne 
and around the elders and the four living creatures; and 
they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God Revelation 7:11 
 
And the Samaritan woman at the well was provoked when 
Jesus told her to go get her husband.  
The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus *said to her, “You have correctly said, ‘I have no 
husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one 
whom you now have is not your husband; this you have 
said truly.” John 4:17-18 
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So… God is provocative and… 

 
God is Provisional 

Once Isaiah recognized his sin, God sent provision.  

Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a live 
coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. He 
touched my mouth with the coal…  

This coal was from the outer ring – the one for sacrifice, 
not for incense… symbolizing a sufficient sacrifice for 
forgiveness. Isaiah didn’t provide a sacrifice –  

GOD MADE PROVISION for him – just like the ram was 
provided for Abraham instead of Isaac. 

God is provocative – provokes us to improve 
God is provisional – he makes a way for us to be 
righteous  
and… 

 
God is Productive 

 
He touched my mouth with the coal… and said, 
“Look. This coal has touched your lips.  
Gone your guilt, your sins wiped out.” 
 
He makes us aware of our sin 
He provides a way to rid us of our sin 
He then removes our sin! 
 
Experiencing the presence of God can provoke us to see 
our sin for what it is; yet He provides a way for anyone 
who will to receive the free gift of salvation through His 
Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
Experiencing the presence of God can provoke us to see 
our sin for what it is; yet He provides a way for anyone 
who will to receive the free gift of salvation through His 
Son, Jesus Christ.  
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Experiencing the presence of God can provoke 
us to see our sin for what it is; yet He provides a 
way for anyone who will to receive the free gift 

of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

High – Holy – Here 
Provocative – Provisional – Productive 

 
Lastly, Consider 

The Mission of God 
And then I heard the voice of the Master: “Whom shall I 
send? Who will go for us?” I spoke up, “I’ll go. Send 
me!” 

 
Called to Serve 

 
Improbable as it may seem to you – GOD IS ASKING YOU TO 
SERVE HIM! He wants you as a missionary. He has appointed 
Peninsula Community Church as a fellowship of missionaries. 
 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matt. 
28:18-20  
 
That is written to each of us… and that God would choose us 
to carry the most important and precious message He has ever 
sent… THAT my friends is downright surreal… 

 
Called to the Surreal 

 
Now you may have been through a lot personally – I don’t 
know your circumstance.  
 
This is the message God sent through me for you, today. The 
message is that God is still on His throne and neither man nor 
circumstance can change this fact. 
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His position as the high pinnacle – the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. His unique qualities make him holy 
beyond anything we can imagine or reason. His presence 
here among us as His Holy Spirit . . . All together this 
reveals the stark MAJESTY of God . . . He is High, He is 
Holy and He is here! Today! 
  
This spectacle of majesty provokes us to realize our sinful 
nature and ask for his holy provision – the saving grace 
of Christ Jesus – the God-Man… the loving, self-sacrificing 
Lord and Savior—whose sacrificial death will produce a 
new life for you through His infinite MERCY 
 
His glorious MISSION to call us to serve by taking his 
most important and precious message of eternal hope . . 
. to the harsh realities of current culture is surreal  
 
. . . and being called to serve—framed in this surreal 
setting—is intended to sway us to surrender through 
rejecting our sins, embracing his will for our lives, so we 
can prepare for the blessed hope of an eternity of life to 
come! 

 
Called to Surrender 

We are called to SERVE 
Called to the SURREAL 
Called to SURRENDER 

 
PAUSE: 
 
I want to wrap up today by returning to the title of my 
sermon: God of the Improbable.   
 
Look at the last line of the last verse of this chapter in Isaiah 
“But there is a holy seed in those stumps.” 
 
Isaiah was the prophet that not only was chosen to see the 
majestic image of God the father, but he was also chosen to 
be the first to realize the image of the infant God… Jesus.  
 
Just three chapters over, in chapter 9 Isaiah declares: 
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
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So in just three chapters in the book of Isaiah 
we go from and old man in the temple 

trembling BEFORE the Glory of God—to a  
baby trembling in the arms of His mother 

AS the glory of God…  
HOW IMPROBABLE! 

 
But here is the message behind the message this morning… 

GOD LOVES DOING THE IMPROBABLE! 
 
 
 

 
• The undeserving Adam and Eve… got to live 
• The nobody Noah… got to sail his ark! 
• The really old Abraham and Sarah… raised a son! 
• The stuttering Moses… freed a people! 
• The coward Jonah… got coughed up by a whale! 
• The murderer David… got a new heart! 
• The denier Peter… won 3,000 to Christ with his 

first sermon! 
• The wicked persecutor Paul… became a Christian 

and wrote much of the New Testament! 
• And my favorite – the dead and buried Jesus… 

walks out of the tomb early on the third day  
 
I also love that he goes to the disciples, walks through 
a closed door without opening it and says:  

“Peace be with you!” 

 

PRAYER 

Invitation 
You may have had a tinge of excitement in the challenge at 
the end of the message today, but you’re a realist and just 
don’t see how things will get better in your life – or in the life 
of your family or you job, or community, or nation, or world.  
 
But listen to God’s instruction and ignore the demons in your 
head… YOU are a child of God! God created you for Himself! 
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 I am here this morning to make perfectly clear to you that 
God has a plan for your life and is waiting on you to surrender 
your own will and exchange it for His 
 
Things could be different from here forward if you would truly 
surrender to the will of God in your life, through accepting His 
invitation to leave your sin behind and embrace His word. 
 
Whether you need to surrender for the first time, or you have 
surrendered so many times in the past that you have lost 
count.  
 
If God is leading you to surrender this morning, you need to 
obey. 

 
Some may ask, “How do I surrender to God?” 
 
You simply need to understand that God has a perfect DESIGN 
for our lives – for the whole of creation. He designed each of 
us for HIS purposes. 
 
But our SIN – our failure to obey his loving commands 
separate us from God – God is Holy and we cannot stand in His 
presence unless our sins are covered. 
 
Our sin leads to BROKENESS in life, and as long as we are in 
our sin, nothing we do really goes anywhere – remember that 
all of creation is marching toward certain death. 
 
But the Bible gives us Good News – the New Testament word 
for Good News is GOSPEL.  
 
The good news is that if we REPENT & BELIEVE – turn away 
from our sinful actions and attitudes – and believe that Jesus 
died for us…  
 
That Jesus, the Son of God was the literal the sacrifice for our 
sins, and defeated death by His resurrection to live forever in 
heaven at the right hand of God. 
 
Then, and only then, we can RECOVER & PURSUE the perfect 
will – God’s original design – of who He created us to be.  
LifeOnMissionBook.com 
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