
Legacy - 24th Oct 2021 

‘It’s not what you take when you leave this 

world behind you, it’s what you leave behind 

you when you go.’ 

The words are from a song by Randy Travis 

called ‘Three Wooden Crosses’, about a bus 

crash in which three people die - you know, 

good standard Country song, bound to wring 

your heart out.  If it’s not about a fatal bus 

crash, it’ll be about when she ran off, the 

crops failed, and his dog up and died - or some 

other such jolly subject. 

But joking aside, there’s another story about 

the greedy relatives who are sitting in the 

lawyer’s office, impatiently waiting for the 

Will to be read to see what they’ve got; they 

ask the lawyer, “Well,” (salivating a little now) 

“how much did he leave?” 

After a pause during which the lawyer 

attempts to hide his disgust, he responds, 

“Everything.” 

And that’s both the truth and the lie. 

No matter how carefully the ancient Egyptians 

attempted to preserve bodies, and how much 

worldly wealth and food they left in the tombs 

of their Pharaohs, it was still there to be 

found by archeologists thousands of years 

later; even their favourite pets and wives were 

sometimes also entombed with them.  These 
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were called, ‘retainer sacrifices’ and were 

made to ensure that the pharaoh would be able 

to carry on his normal lifestyle in the 

afterlife. 

So we know now that we can take nothing with 

us when we die - which is just as well because 

I’m not sure how I would carry anything if I 

am now ash on the wind. 

It is the one certain event we can rely on - 

that when we die, it will be an individual 

experience and no-one will share it with us, and 

absolutely nothing and nobody will be coming 

with us.  Who and what we meet on the other 

side is a great mystery, and the ultimate 

chapter of our terrestrial existence before 

God calls us to His presence where we will at 

last understand if 42, Richard Dawkins, or 69, 

were right - all of which are equally absurd. 

But if we can take nothing with us - as we have 

to admit, then we must consider the second 

half of the line from the song; ‘…it’s what you 

leave behind you when you go.’ 

What we leave behind us is generally known as 

our legacy; but there are many different types 

of legacy, though most of them refer to 

property or money left to the beneficiaries of 

a will.  But if you have no property or money to 

leave, does this mean that you leave no legacy? 
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Ask yourselves what material wealth did Jesus 

have to leave?  Nothing. 

What legacy did he leave?  Only the most 

world-changing and historically profound 

impact of his life and death that has ever been 

known.  And the world still reverberates to 

the sound of the words, “He is risen!” 

He is risen indeed, Hallelujah. 

How did this come about?  What does our 

little gospel reading for today tell us about 

the impact that Jesus had on people? 

Or perhaps I should ask you how would you 

make an impact on people so that your legacy 

was remembered?  I guess if you were super-

rich you could donate money for a lecture hall 

to be built in your name at a university, or 

some such, or you could make a huge bequest 

to charity; but remember the widow’s mite?…

didn’t Jesus say that she - of her poverty - 

had put more into the temple treasury than 

the rich guy who put in a lot from his masses in 

the bank.            

However, I would suggest to you that you will 

probably not be remembered for how much you 

donated to the university or even the church, 

but for the sort of person you were. 
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Jesus had no wealth or possessions that we 

know of, but he is remembered for who he was 

and what he was, and the lasting impact he 

made on the lives of those he met. 

At the end of the day, I think that’s how I 

would like to be remembered; for the kind of 

person that I am.   

Now that puts a whole lot of responsibility on 

me to do more than tell you what sort of 

person I am - I could be a great story-teller 

and be hiding behind a completely false 

persona.  I need you to see that I can and do 

walk the walk, not just talk the talk. 

Sheila and I like to watch spy movies 

sometimes, and one of the things that has hit 

us both is how some spies can live a totally 

fabricated lie and life - even to the point of 

marrying and having a family with another 

person, all the while waiting for the call from 

Russia or somewhere to tell them that they 

have been activated from their ‘sleeper’ 

status.  How do such people live their dual lives 

and just drop the one to pick up the other 

after say, 25 years of marriage and raising 

children, only to walk off into their hidden 

previous existence, leaving the wife and family 

stunned and betrayed? 

Be honest about who and what you are; be like 

Jesus.  Jesus was remember for giving - all his 
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ministry is about giving, constant and tireless 

giving. 

In our gospel reading today, he gives sight; all 

through his teaching he gives Truth; all 

through his life he gave forgiveness, healing, 

comfort, compassion - but above all, he gave 

Love - because he was Love. 

Even in those moments that some of you may 

wish to select from the gospels and say, ‘Here 

Jesus was rude,’ or ‘here he was angry’ - I 

grant you that those occasions happened, but 

in a way that was designed to show the people 

he was addressing that his mission was divine, 

and came from the basis of love.  Remember 

that love and discipline are the two sides of 

the same coin. 

But more - the outpouring of that Love was not 

pushy or coercive, but attractive and  

compelling.  Jesus did not force anyone to 

come to him, he always invited them; ‘Come to 

me,’ he said to people, ‘Follow me,’ - always 

leaving the choice to them. 

He didn’t say, ‘Bring the children to me!’  He 

said, ‘Let the children come to me.’  There’s a 

world of difference - and it matters as much 

today as it did then. 

Our Offertory hymn is a sit, watch, and listen 

one - all about receiving that invitation.  Christ 
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never turned anyone away, and neither will this 

church. 

What will your legacy be, then?  What will 

mine?  What might be written on your epitaph 

- or mine?  ‘Tried hard, could have done 

better’, like a school report? 

Perhaps a more attractive epitaph might be, 

‘He/She always gave of themselves’.  As we 

approach Remembrance Sunday, we might 

remember those for whom the epitaph could 

read, ‘They gave all for their country,’ which 

meant that they were fighting an enemy that 

was perceived to be a threat to their country. 

For Jesus, that enemy was the power of evil, 

and the country he was fighting for was the 

country of our eternal souls. 

And in order to prove that he had defeated it 

for ever, he had to die - for without that 

there could be no resurrection.  There is no 

Easter without Good Friday, and as we 

approach Christmas we should remind 

ourselves that Christmas would be pointless 

too without Easter. 

Jesus gave us - you and me - the power to be 

resurrection people - and that means we can 

be remembered as such. 
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Jesus’ legacy was the gift of himself, and he 

asks us to do the same with the gifts he has 

given us.   

Don’t you dare go away from here thinking 

that you have nothing to give - even the 

widow’s mite was valued by Jesus - and that 

could just be the smile you gave someone who 

really needed it today. 
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