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Service Schedule 

 
Sunday 

08:00 am Said Eucharist 
10:00 am Morning Service 
7:00 pm Evening Service 

 
Check the website for further 
information regarding these 

services 
 

www.oldchurchrd.com 
 

Finally, we are able to start in person worship again on November 
7th.  We hope and pray that things continue to improve and that 
there are no problems that cause us to have to ‘back track’.  It is 
appropriate that our first Sunday back in church is a special 
Sunday.  It is All Saints’ Sunday.  If All Saints’ Day is not observed 
on the actual day of November 1st, it is transferred to the following 
Sunday.  This is always a festive occasion. 
This return to worship in the church building has had me thinking 
about ‘normal’.  Over the last almost two years we have talked 
about when things might return to ‘normal’, and we have also 
talked about the ‘new normal’.   
The Oxford Dictionary defines ‘normal’ as “typical, usual or 
ordinary; what you would expect”.  Certainly, the last nineteen 
months have been anything but “typical, usual or ordinary”.  Our 
return to worship will also not be “typical, usual or ordinary”.  
Please refer to the section under ‘Welcome Back Plans’ to see 
what regulations will still be in place.  A ‘new normal’ will only 
occur when something has been happening long enough to 
become ‘typical, usual or ordinary’.  We certainly hope that as 
Covid comes under more control that some of what was ‘normal’ 
for us will return, but perhaps we have learned that things can be 
done a bit differently and in time we will have a ‘new normal’. I 
particularly think of the plans to use Zoom so that those who are 
unable to come to the church building can still feel part of the 
Parish family. 
 

Submit items for the December Newsletter by November 26th. 
mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 

if you change contact information, eg. address, phone number or email   
address, make sure that you notify the office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

                        November 7th—Daylight Saving Time ends 
                                        Set clocks back one hour 

NOVEMBER 28TH—FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 
 

      SCHEDULE: 
 

Sunday Worship:  08:00 am, 10:00 am, 7:00 pm (on line) See note below 
On Line Zoom Service: Dates and times to be determined 
Midweek Worship:  Dates and times to be determined 
Ladies’ Group Meetings: Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Men’s Group Meetings:   Watch the Website and emails for further dates 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study 10:00 am:  See the website under ‘Events’ 
for further information. 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: See the website under ‘Events’ for further 
information. 
 

--WELCOME BACK PLANS— 
 
A letter from the Archbishop regarding reopening plans was sent by email this past 
week.  It is also available under ‘News’ on the website and you can look at this for 
complete details.  The accompanying note from Noel states: “We are planning to start 
‘in person’ worship on November 7. It is my hope that we will be able to offer services at 
both 8:00 am and 10:00 am, and that we will find a time that works well for an online 
service using Zoom for those who will not be attending in person.” 
-Noel 
There will also be a 7:00 pm Evening Prayer service which will continue, for the present, 
to remain on-line.   
As you will see in the letter from the Archbishop, what we will be able to do will be 
different from what we remember, in that there are restrictions, such as numbers, 
distancing and masks, still in place. We won't be "getting back to normal" quite yet.   
Please watch your email, the website and the weekly bulletin for more information.  
As stated, things will not be back to 'normal'.  The letter states, in part; "In the absence 
of clear guidance from Alberta Health Services or the provincial government, we offer 
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the following guidance for other church activities and meetings based on our 
interpretation of guidance for other sectors.                                                                       
-Indoor social gatherings such as coffee hour, where food and beverages are 
served, are not yet permitted."  As a further note: “Congregational and choir singing is 
permitted with mask and distance requirements”. 
 
Church Calendars: 

The 2022 Church Calendar is now available.  If you would         
like to purchase one, notify either Elizabeth Thain 
(ethain@telus.net) or Debb Mann (debbmann@telus.net) 
and arrangements will be made to get them delivered 
necessary. The cost is $10.00 each.  The money made 
goes towards the work of the Altar Guild. This includes: 
the decorating of the church for special occasions like 
Easter, Harvest and Christmas; outreach to help the 
incumbent with the Discretionary Fund; purchase of 
special cleaners and polishes for the silver and brass.  
While parishioners do donate money during the year, the 
Altar Guild’s sale of calendars is the only fund raiser that 
is held. 

Finances:                                                                                                                        
Heat the Church--updated:                                                                                             
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  To the end of September we have had 43 days covered.  
Thank you to all who continue to support this. The suggested donation is $25 for a day. 

Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It should be noted that at this point last year our Net Variance was 9,085.29 and last 
month was 14,094.45, so we are about $9700 behind where we were at this point last 
year.   As stated last month, we do have reserves, they have dropped over the year. 
Once again, your attention is drawn to the note here about ‘Gift Sunday’. 
 

GIFT SUNDAY – ADVENT 1 – NOVEMBER 28TH 
As we have the last two years, we are asking parishioners, as they are able, to make a 
gift to the church above their usual giving, as an act of additional stewardship.  In this 

 

 



 

4 

context, “stewardship is a theological belief that humans are responsible for the world, 
and should take care and look after it. ... In Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
traditions, stewardship refers to the way time, talents, material possessions, or wealth, 
are used or given for the service of God”.  A lot of people in this parish give of their time 
and talent, and many, as they are able, give financial support.  While we have 
stewardship responsibilities to the community around us, we also have a responsibility 
for the structure and operation of our church community.  Once again,this year, with 
COVID 19, we have lost some sources of income.  Things like our recitals and ‘rentals’, 
our fund raisers, like the Cow Patti theatre and the spring and fall dinners put on by the 
Men’s Group, have not been possible.  We appreciate that things have also been 
difficult for individuals, but we hope that some can look at their resources and give a 
one-time donation, of any amount, to the church, above their usual giving.  The first year 
that we did this, we were able to bring those gifts to church as a special offering on the 
1st Sunday of Advent.   Last year it was not possible to do it in person.  You can 
consider making a donation some time over the period before November 28th.  Unless 
there is a change, we will meet together on that date to celebrate the results of this 
special Stewardship effort.  Please give this your prayerful attention.  If paying by 
cheque, mark the cheque ‘Gift Sunday’ or if paying by e-transfer put ‘Gift Sunday’ in the 
message box.  If you prefer to give cash, put it in an envelope marked ‘Gift Sunday’ and 
notify the office at office@oldchurchrd.com and arrangements can be made to have it 
picked up or it can be put in an envelope in the offertory at an in person service.  

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications: 
As we will be back in the church on November 7th, we will again be having flowers on 
the Altar.  There will be a modified Flower Calendar up in the church.  As we don’t have 
flowers on the Altar in Advent, there are only three Sundays before then and two of 
these have already been spoken for.  The suggested donation is $50.00. These 
donations can be accompanied by a specific dedication if you wish. 
Apart from flower donations you can remember people and events as a Special 
Dedication on any particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. If you wish to make a donation, It 
can be done in the same way as noted above under Gift Sunday. If you are going to 
send a cheque, please email the office at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know 
about your dedication and the Sunday you would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, 
put in the message section your dedication, the date you would like it to appear and the 
fund to which you would like the money designated. Special Dedications, for flowers or 
otherwise will appear in the announcements on the designated Sunday. 

Around the Parish: 

We mourn the deaths of Ray Lund and Tom Medlicott.  Both these men were important 
to the life of this parish over the years.  We pray for their families at this time.                                     
Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow and 
pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
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Reflection: 

This is the next in a series of Reflections written by members of your Parish Council.  
This month it is written by Phil Wright. 

I have been asked to talk about how a scripture reading  
has intersected with my life.  I'd like to take a slight  
departure and talk about a reading that has been very  
important to me but it is not from the Bible.  This weekend  
I happened upon a book (e-book actually) written in the  
14th century entitled “The Cloud of Unknowing.”   
It is a book about silent prayer.  The anonymous author  
talks about God as a “cloud” referencing Augustine’s term  
from AD 398, and building on (or reporting on) silent prayer  
traditions that have been in place into Old Testament times.  
 
The author reports that the way to interact directly with God is by setting aside your 
thoughts (no small feat) and reaching out to this cloud with love.  With persistent love, 
we are able to break through the cloud and get a glimpse of God directly.  
The author provided the following ideas to go along with why encountering God in this 
way is important: 

• -        “By love God can be grasped and held, but by thought neither grasped nor 
held” 

• -        Experiencing God directly is crucial because “knowledge tends to breed 
conceit, but love builds.  Knowledge is full of labour, but love, full of rest.”  

I share this particular book review because as I was taking it in this weekend, I had one 
of those rare moments that are hard to describe, but I imagine I will reflect on for a long 
time.  Over the past few years I have struggled mightily at times, and gotten thoroughly 
lost in my thought and in my pride.  God has been helping me to grow and change by 
setting aside thought and by focusing on sitting quietly in God’s presence.  To find my 
own humble experience reflected in the words of someone from such a different world, 
and written 700 years ago, is overwhelming.  How can it be that the path I blundered 
along un-intentionally shows up in a book written by a mystic?  I am no mystic.  I am 
struck by the changelessness of God, and I am humbled that God has connected me to 
people who long ago struggled to find God as well. 
 
 
Around the Church: 
 Liturgical colours and hangings:                                                                                                                           
Now we will be back in the church building, we will again see the hangings on the altar, 
the pulpit and the lectern.  You will recall that the colour of these change during the 
course of the ecclesiastical year.  Reference to a sequence of colours for different 
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seasons is found in at the beginning of the 12thC.  Pope Innocent III, Pope from 1198-
1216, described them in his writings about worship.  It was not until the 16th C that the 
Roman Catholic church legislated colours and there was no revision until 1969.  
Interestingly, the Anglican Church of Canada has no specific colour recommendations 
but a majority of Anglicans have, over the last 150 years, adopted, with some additions, 
the Roman Catholic colours of white, red, violet and green.  The additions have included 
an acceptance of blue for the season of Advent and white for funerals.  There is 
basically a colour for each season with changes for special days in the church year.  If 
you have a church calendar you will see that the number for each day is printed in the 
colour of that day.  If you attend a church where there was a service every day, you 
would see those colours changed.  You will also see on the back page of the church 
calendar an expanded explanation about the colours and also a note about 
observances that are noted in the calendar. 

As you will recall, we had a flood in the connection of the church to the hall in 
September of 2020.  During that flood the Altar hangings sustained water damage.  The 
only set that could not be made usable again was the set of white hangings.  The white 
hangings are used at Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, weddings, baptisms and funerals 
and other specific observances throughout the church year, such as All Saints’ Day, so 
it is important to have them.  Elizabeth Thain has woven a new set of white hangings 
that are now ready to be used and will be used for the first time November 7th. 
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Hall Furnace: 
The furnace that heats the hall has been on ‘borrowed time’ for a number of years and 
finally reached the point where it needed to be replaced.  Parish Council made the 
decision to proceed with this and a new furnace has now been installed.  There was 
money in our building fund to cover this expense.  The new furnace is a high efficiency 
furnace and over time will save us utility costs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                         Old to New 
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Prayer during a Pandemic 
This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 

 


