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 In our Wednesday Bible Study group, we‘ve been studying how we celebrate 
God. Our lesson on Psalm 9 invited us to think about how we praise God in all of life‘s                        
circumstances. These months of the COVID pandemic have given us an enormous                 
variety of circumstances to consider! We decided that our best response might be to write 
our own psalm about it. Here‘s what we wrote together: 

 

Lord God, we will tell of your wonderful deeds:  
 of science, discovery, and wonder(ment). 
You have led us to the miracle of vaccines 
 and to the realization of our childhood dreams of flight. 
You inspire and guide us, opening our hearts to generosity and compassion for others. 
You are with us. 
You provide for us, calling us into community where we find strength. 
 
When we are poor listeners, 
 You, in your infinite patience, grant us grace, forgiveness, and second chances. 
Help us listen even when we don’t want to hear. 
Enliven us with the give and take of true dialogue. 
Erase lines of division among us and turn our hearts to understand each other 
 and value the diversity that does not mean divisiveness. 
Enrich us with variety instead. 
 
When we make assumptions about who is privileged and who is oppressed,  

wake us up to the things that are obstructing our view of the world you have made. 
Help us to understand what justice is and open our ears to hear and heed your voice. 
You show us how to love; help us live in it always. 
 
The agony of our current moment is this: these things take a long time. 
 We ask, “If you’re so great, God, come fix it now!” 
 Teach us patience. 
Do you shake your head over us? 
 Perhaps you should. 
 We are slow to learn. 
We don’t always recognize the blessings you give, 

But slow learning is better than no learning. 
 Make us at peace with our mistakes and missteps along the way. 
 
We ask a lot of you, and you invite us to be part of the answer. 
Make our prayers work on our hearts, too. 
We know who you are. 
You know who we are, so we live in hope even when hope is hard to find. 

 

 Reflecting on all the transitions we‘ve experienced over these months, write your 
own psalm, prayer, or song to God about your experiences. You could write it for                
yourself, or team up with friends, family members, or other groups like a committee or 
book group to write one together. If you‘re willing to share, I‘d love to read or hear them!  
 If you‘d like to join the Wednesday                  
Bible study group, please e-mail me for the link 
(pastorrachel@popportage.org). We meet on 
Zoom at 11 AM each Wednesday. 
 

Shalom, Pastor Rachel 
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What’s Happening at POP! 

Zoom Mid Week Bible Study                                                             

If you are interested in participating        

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.                            

Email Pastor Rachel & she will send you an invitation. 

The focus for this quarter is: Celebrating God.  Contact 

the office to make arrangements to get a study book.  

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP                                                        

Come and Join us Nov. 1 and Nov. 15, 7 pm                                                       

High School Room and/or Zoom 

Discussion on In The Shelter 

More information, contact Diane Snyder      
dmsnyder1149@gmail.com 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY                                                     

Meets the 1st Friday of the month at 10:00 in the             

Social Hall. Prayer Shawls are still available If you, or 

someone you know, would like the comfort of one of  

these shawls, call  Dianne Hellman, 323-9392, &              

she will get one to you. 

Quilters! We will be meeting on            
Tuesday, Nov. 2 & Tuesday, Nov. 16 at 
9:30am.   As always, pick-up/drop-off 
times continue to be available during              
office hours.                                                         
Questions: Sheryl Swodzinski  267-6274. 

Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet on                                              
Tuesday, November 16, 11:45, at Los Amigos,                                    

located at 5036 S. Westnedge in  Kalamazoo                                    
Questions?  Car pool?  Need a ride?                                                
Contact Dianne Hellman, 323-9392.                                               

This is a great time for good food and fellowship.                  
Hope to see you there. 

Bunko   Tuesday, November 9 @ 1:00 PM                                        

No lunch, just Bunko! Meet in the Social Hall & Flex 

Room. Contact Carla Hannemann at 269/216-3498                     

with questions. 

The office                              

will be closed                       

Thursday, November 25 

& Friday, November 26 

for the Thanksgiving hol-

iday. 

Coming Soon!                                                                          
Emmaus Online 

A once-a-month Zoom version of the Emmaus                   
Discussion group will begin in January.                                      
More details to come! 

Gingerbread Houses – November 21 & December 6 

 

Please join us in making, assembling 
and decorating your very own gin-
gerbread house.  This is a family fun 
project – all ages can participate.        
We are hopeful that many of our      
chil dren will be vaccinated by             
November 21 and we will make              
tables socially distant in the social hall.  

There is a sign-up sheet online.  You can bake your own 
house on November 21 after church.  Elves will assemble 
them before you come back on December 6 to decorate. 
OR, if you prefer, we will purchase a gingerbread house 
kit that you can assemble the first week and decorate the 
second week. Questions?  See Kim or Wade Lawrence.  

Holiday Hors d’oeuvre Party Postponed 

The Fellowship Committee decided to postpone 
this annual party to the spring if COVID rates have 
improved.  We also plan to host our traditional 
open house in December 2022.  We may have two 
next year!  

Prince of Peace Book Club                                                                                          

Book Club will meet on November 17th at 

10:00am in the Gathering space. 

The book for this meeting is ―Pale Rider‖ 

by Laura Spinney.   This is a non-fiction 

book about the 1918 pandemic. This book 

was written before the present pandemic and while   

reading it you will see many similarities between the 

two. 

There will not be a meeting in December but for those 

who wish to prepare ahead, the book for January is                

―The Exiles‖ by Christina Baker Kline.  For February, we 

will read ―Everything I Never Told You‖ by Celeste Ng. 

mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
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Refugee Update 

Social Concerns  

Here is our Fall news, as we prepare for the first chilly 
weather/snow, and the holiday season. 

 
1.  Mark Clyne and the Jubilee Garden crew are                       
preparing to put the garden to rest for 2021. The garden 
has been very productive despite the up and down wet/
dry summer.  If you would like to help with last pickings 
and winter prep, please contact Mark for times.  He and 
his dedicated crew are doing some exciting sweet potato  
experiments for next year and they are also coordinating 
with Mothers of Hope in 2022 on a cooperative project.  
Look for this news in the spring.   
2.  The Afghan Warehouse Project continues to be a              
beacon for refugees and local residents who need                      
assistance. Thank you to our devoted leaders,                                 
Paul MacNellis, Sarah Erdmann, Mellissa Ottesen and 
the dozens of PoP members and friends who help to keep 
this beautiful collection organized and efficient. 

3.  Christmas is right around the corner and so is our 
Adopted Families Project. Pat Boulis will expertly lead 
our project again this year and has decided to use Sign 
Up Genius again to make it easier to select and                       
contribute gifts/donations.  Information will follow 
soon. 
4.  Our Congolese family is finding their way though 
challenges and new weather. Everyone, Mom and all 7 
children are in school and trying hard to navigate bus 
schedules, homework and a new environment.  Thank 
you to Kim and Jim Banner and Joyce Stout for their 
amazing leadership and to ALL who have worked to 
help Asende and her children.   
 

Blessings to you all as we do                                           
God’s Work with Our Hands. 

Our Congolese family has settled into their routine quite 
nicely. All 7 children are in school and volunteers are 
tutoring the children who need this support. Mom is  
attending ESL (English as a Second Language) classes 
held at Prince of Peace. She is learning her way around 
the grocery stores (we usually stick to the produce             
section) and we occasionally visit the African grocery 
store for ethnic foods. A fun note, Asende—Mom—wants 
to learn how to make pizzas so that will be a cooking 
lesson in the near future. 

 

The two oldest children, 16-year-old Bilali and 14-year-
old Anastazia, have quickly found a niche in the African 
drumming community in Kalamazoo. Bilali attended 
drum camp at Rootead this past summer and the             
professional instructor said that Bilali is a prodigy.             
Now, they both are a part of the Rootead Drum Team 
that practice twice weekly and members of an all African 
high school orchestra called Orchestra Jammbo‗laya. 
They had their first community performance at Celery 
Flats in September, and it will be so awesome to watch 
their musical journey continue!! 

 

On October 10 volunteers took the family to get               
Halloween costumes followed up by a trip to Schultz‘s 
Orchard for apples, sweet potatoes, doughnuts and                  
cider. They are also looking forward to visiting the PoP 
Trunk or Treat festivities. They are being prepared for 
winter but think they are in for a shock.  

According to Asende there is no snow in the Congo—
try explaining the white stuff that descends on                   
Michigan!!  She‘s been given a snow shovel to keep 
their sidewalk clean but guess all will learn about the 
really cold weather (she was cold in 60 degrees while 
taken on a shopping trip). They have been given winter 
coats through their schools and donations. But they are 
adjusting, adapting and willing to learn about their 
new country. 

 

Volunteers are needed, in particular someone to help 
Asende at least once a week with the drivers study 
guide in order for her to take the driver‘s license test. 
Call Kim Banner at 269-650-1734 for more information. 
Again, many thanks to the volunteers who are                   
supporting the family in many ways.  
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Afghan Refugee Update 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 On behalf of all us here and YWCA, thank you for your 
generous gift of personal care items for the people we 
serve. With hundreds of women, men and children seeking 
our services each year, we rely on these gifts to ensure 
comfort and safety. Thank you for believing in this                      
mission.—Emily Deem 

GOD IS GOOD AND SO IS OUR COMMUNITY!!! 

A big shout out to Fred Lathridge.  

Fred is a resident of the Skyrise Apartments in                             

downtown Kalamazoo. 

He took it upon himself to collect donations from the 

tenants at Skyrise. He collect mostly food, some hygiene 

items and cash. He was disappointed when he couldn‘t 

find anyone who would take the donations.  

That‘s when Brittaney Manion, the property manager, 

called Prince of Peace.  We told her that while we were 

not collecting the food for the refugees, we would                     

gladly accept them for Loaves and Fishes. So all of the 

food that made it to us has been sent to Kalamazoo 

Loaves and Fishes, the other donations made their way 

to our collections and the money went into the Afghan 

Refugee fund that can be uses to purchase new                     

mattresses and other items that weren‘t donated.  

Thank You’s 

I thank my God every time I remember you,                                  
wrote Paul to the Philippians (1:3).  

The same is true for me – I thank God every day for 
the joy of being your pastor and serving at Prince of 
Peace. You‘ve hung in there for more than a year of 
being a pandemic-era church, adapting to changes in 
worship, giving generously to welcome refugees and 
help our neighbors keep their lights on, a roof over 
their heads, and plenty of food in their bellies. And to 
top it all off, you‘ve showered me with cards and               
other tokens of appreciation this month and made me 
feel loved and supported. You are a blessing to me 
and to our community.  

Thank you.  Shalom, Pastor Rachel 

Fred called recently and he is still on the job                                  

collecting food and money. 

Dear Joyce, 

 I understand that you were responsible for producing 
the lovely prayer shawl that was delivered to me. I 
wanted you to know how deeply it touched me to 
receive such a lovely and meaningful gift.  

It is always comforting to have support and know that 
people are thinking of you.  

Thanks for your part in giving me a welcome and 
cheering reminder of how many good and caring          
people there are.  

My best to you always!  Nancy Almy 
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Stewardship Update 

On-Line Giving 

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration News from Council and Committees 

 

 

 

 

 

Council members met on Wednesday, October 20,                    

via Zoom. 

Constitution Update:  The revised constitution has been 

forwarded to the Synod for approval. They meet on                          

December 11.  Once the Synod Council approves our                  

revisions, copies will be available to PoP members upon 

request.  Approval of the revised constitution will be                      

voted on by the congregation at our Annual Meeting,            

January 23. 

2022 Budget Discussions: The Finance Committee and 

Church Council will be working on the 2022 recommend-

ed budget in November and December.  All committees 

have been asked to submit their budget requests to                     

Finance before the November 17 Council Meeting. 

Because of Wednesday Advent Services in December and 
the timeline for Finance to complete the 2022 budget, 
Council/Congregation meetings are scheduled as follows: 

 Council Meeting – Wednesday, November 17, 7 pm 

 Council Meeting – Monday, December 13, 7 pm 

 Council Meeting – Monday, January 5, 2022, 7 pm 

 Budget Hearings – Sunday, January 9 and 16, 2022 

 Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 23, 2022 
(following worship) 

On-line Giving Has Never Been So Easy!  

You can click or copy and paste the link                       

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097                                            

or use the QR code.                                                                                   

You can also go to the                                           

Prince of Peace website & click on the giving button. 

For questions contact either Marilyn or Tamara.  

Please join us on Saturday November 13th                              

from 8:30am-12pm for 
the Fall Outdoor Cleanup Day.                    
Enjoy the beautiful outdoors on 
a refreshing Pure Michigan fall 
day. Please bring leaf blowers, 
rakes, weeding tools, tarps and 
gloves. Hope to see you there! 

Rain Date is                                         
Saturday November 20th.  

On October 24th, during worship, 42 members of Prince 

of Peace brought forward Intent of Giving cards as we 

gathered for communion.  Thank you for your                   

generous and timely response. 

Your financial commitment helps Prince of Peace to 

share our collective abundance through Social                

Concerns ministries with refugees, garden produce for 

Loaves and Fishes, prayer shawls, quilts and health kits 

for Lutheran World Relief and much more.  Through 

these ministries we touch many lives both locally and 

internationally.  

If have not yet returned your Intent of Giving card 

please do so as soon as you are able. Intent of Giving 

cards were mailed to each household in early October.  

If you need a card, please contact the office and we‘ll 

get one to you. 

2022 will be an exciting year as Prince of Peace                       

continues to do God‘s work in our community. 

Daylight Saving Time                           

ends next weekend.  

Don‘t forget to turn 

your clocks back              

before you go to bed on 

Saturday! 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=2250097
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes   Gail Hoover                                                                       
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt, Claudia Lee, in memory of 
Ron Schuen— Norm & Elfie Schuen                                                    
Lutheran World Relief  Kay Kincaid                                                          
ELCA World Hunger - Brian & Karen DeVries, Joyce Stout, 
Bob & Carla Hannemann, Pete & Tammy Olsen,                            
Rod & Helen Hokenson, Dale & Micki Holder, Walt Arntson 
Property - Bill & Dianne Hellman                                                    
Refugee Fund - Peter & Tammy Olsen,                                                    
Dan & Shirley Thompson Afghan—Elizabeth Neumeyer,                           
Karen Keese, George Lindberg, Coreen Spenser, the Sisters of 
St. Joseph                                                                                                      

October Attendance:    

10/3  112 Live stream In person              73                                                
10/10  100 Live stream In person              77                                        
10/17  108 Live stream   In person              88                            
10/24    66 Live stream    In person   85                          

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the                 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance. 

General Fund  September 

 Contributions $   31,413

 Expenses $   34,318

 Surplus/deficit $     2,905 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

11-1 Rachel Laughlin  

11-4  Michael Barnett  

11-5  Randy Lund  

 Gloria Beatty  

11-7  Anna DeRango  

 Lee Banitt  

11-8  Tonya Albregts-Klemm 

 Maisie Grella  

11-10  Claudia Lee  

11-11  Kelsey Steele  

11-12  Diane Snyder  

 Ron Leversee 

11-13  Julie Wentzel  

 Jason Davis 

 Barbara VanRenterghem 

11-14  Chuck Christianson 

 11-15 Tom Palarz 

11-17   Jane Knuth 

11-18  Bob Knapp  

 Carol Padley 

11-20  Marty Pone 

 Noah Ottesen 

 Duran Cooper 

 Sharon Umberger 

11-21  Lisa Creed 

 Nancy Pederson 

 TJ Kana'an 

 Don Eklov 

11-23  Eric Lehman 

11-24  Tyler Leversee 

 Brooke Leversee 

11-27  Ashley Allen 

 Sherry Myers 

 Alora Graham 

11-28  Diane Wilke 

11-29  Karen Josuns 

 Laila Poisson 

11-30  Ben Seguin 

 Carolyn Anderson 

Angela and Patrick Dumler  11-11                           

Dennis and Betsy Stalker  11-21                                

Mike and Sherry Myers  11-22                                         

Lukas and Cate Pederson  11-24                                    

Ron and Erin Leversee   11-27 

Anniversaries 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


