
Order for Worship 

October 31, 2021 

9:30 AM Worship 

Reformation/Affirmation of Baptism 

 

+ GATHERING + 

 

WELCOME  

 

PRELUDE     Fugue in g minor (“little” fugue) – J.S. Bach 

 
Public Domain 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

Please rise in body or spirit. 

GREETING 

St. John’s is a community that is 

Ignited by Spirit, Growing in Love. 

We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen 

 

A LITANY FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY  

interspersed with the singing of A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504 

 

God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 

our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

his craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate, 

on earth is not his equal. 

 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

God will help it when the morning dawns. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing; 

were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing. 

Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus it is he, 

Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, 

and he must win the battle. 

 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

God speaks and the earth melts. 



The Lord of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Come, behold the works of the Lord! 

God makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

God breaks the bow, shatters the spear, 

and burns the shields with fire. 
 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 

we will not fear, for God has willed his truth to triumph through us. 

The prince of darkness grim, we tremble not for him; 

his rage we can endure, for lo! his doom is sure, 

one little word shall fell him. 

 

Be still, and know that the Lord is God! 

God is exalted among the nations; 

God is exalted in the earth. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

the Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth; 

let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 

the body they may kill, God’s truth abideth still, 

his kingdom is forever. 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Reforming God, we give you thanks for your forgiveness and your blessing.  We pray for 

ourselves and for your church throughout the world.  Fill us with a spirit of openness to the 

movement of your Spirit, to hear and receive your promises and to keep our covenant with you.  

Where we are corrupt, purify us.  Where we are in error, direct us.  Where we are in need, 

provide for us.  Where we are divided, reunite us.  And where we are close-minded, reform us 

and make us new.  We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

 

+ WORD + 

FIRST READING - Jeremiah 31:31-34  

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to 

live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy 

(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and 

not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with 



the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia!  Lord and Savior 

 
GOSPEL - John 8:31-36 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the 

truth that sets people free from sin. 

 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, 

“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 

forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 657 Rise, O Sun of Righteousness 

 

Rise, O Sun of righteousness; with your might creation bless. 

Shine upon your church today, showing all your gentle way.  Have mercy, Lord. 

 

Honor, praise, and glory be to the holy Trinity! 

May your gracious will be done:  make us one, as you are one.  Have mercy, Lord. 

 



Music:  Bohemian Brethren, 1566  Text:  c. 2003 Augsburg Fortress 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

+ THE RITE OF AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM + 

PRESENTATION 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these young people, one with us in 

the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 

  

I present Cooper Bolton, Elizabeth Hercek, Julianna Keller, Jack Schramm and Catherine Shade 

who desires to make public affirmation of their baptism. 

  

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, whom you have made your own by 

water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the 

gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith.  Uphold your servants in the 

gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 

We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

  

CONFIRMATION VERSE PRESENTATIONS 

  

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

 

Congregation, please stand and join our confirmands in professing our faith. 

  

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 



the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
  

AFFIRMATION 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

  

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for them in their 

life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
Congregation can be seated.   

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND BLESSING 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in name 

the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her life, empower him/her in his/her 

serving, give him/her patience in suffering, and bring him/her to everlasting life. 

Amen. 
  

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Suite in D (excerpts) – G.F. Handel 

Curry Moyer, trumpet 

 
Public Domain 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



+ SENDING + 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

For all that God can do within us, 

for all that God can do without us, 

Thanks be to God! 
 

For all in whom Christ lived before us, 

for all in whom Christ lives beside us, 

Thanks be to God! 
 

For all the Spirit wants to bring us, 

for where the Spirit wants to send us, 

Thanks be to God! 
 

The blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be with you and on your way together, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  ELW 511 Thy Strong Word 

 

Thy strong Word did cleave the darkness; at they speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank thee, while thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia without end! 

 

Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; bright with thine own holiness, 

glorious now, we press toward glory, and our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia without end! 

 
Text and arr. c. 1969 Concordia Publishing House 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE   Suite in D (Excerpts) – G. F. Handel 

Curry Moyer, trumpet 
Public Domain 

Podcasted/Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-709256 

 

The liturgy for today’s worship service was reprinted by permission from Sundays and Seasons.com, copyright 2021 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #45176. The hymns and songs unless otherwise noted, are covered 

under copyright licenses; CCLI 1490857, OneLicense.net A-709256, or are Public Domain. Copyright 2021.   

Reformation Litany posted on the Presbyterian Mission website of the PC(USA).  Opening Prayer in “Seasons of the 

Spirit – Reformation Day (Years A,B,C). Posted on Seasons Online.  Benediction from Common Prayer: From 



Conflict to Communion. Lutheran-Catholic Common Commemoration of the Reformation in 2017. Written by the 

Liturgical Task Force of the Lutheran-Roman Catholic. 

 

All Saints Sunday Slideshow 

All photos must be emailed to the church office (stj.stown@verizon.net) by 6 

PM TODAY! 

The Apostle Paul said, “We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.” Our tradition for All 

Saints’ Sunday has included inviting the entire congregation to bring in pictures of the saints in 

their lives who have departed and are no longer with us, who but still surround us every 

day.  This year  we are again planning to create a slideshow of those photographs this year.  You 

are invited to email an electronic photograph of your loved one and friends who have died to 

include in the slideshow. Please include the name of the person in the photograph, your name 

and relationship to the person pictured in the email with the photo.  

First Communion Workshop 

Saturday, November 13 9:30-11:30 AM 

Do you have a young person in grades 2-6 who hasn’t received communion yet but is interested 

in doing so?  Then this workshop is for you!  This workshop will prepare students to receive 

Holy Communion, which they will do within worship on Sunday, November 21. 

A parent/guardian is expected to attend the workshop with each student. 

Visit the link below to register for the workshop by Sunday, November 7 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084FA8AD2CAAFD0-first3   

Are you missing Sunday School? 

We miss you… 

come back and join us! 

Fun, Safe,  

Worthwhile and Engaging. 

  

  

Family Game Night, Sunday, November 21st , 6-8:30am 

Students grade 6-12 are invited to bring their families to church for a game 

night!  Bring your favorite board game or card game to share. Tables will 

be set up, fun will be had and snacks will be provided.   

Each family is asked to bring a new game to donate to Gemma Services 

(formerly Silver Springs Martin Luther School. 

mailto:stj.stown@verizon.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B084FA8AD2CAAFD0-first3


 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Worship Attendance 

10/24/2021 – In Person– 38 Zoom - 19  households 

Giving Amounts Total received 

between  

10/10-24/2021 

Amount Needed 

between  

10/10-24/2021 

General Fund $5,514.62 $11,216 

Building Fund $209.76   

Weekly average is based on the 2021 budget. A weekly building fund amount needed is no longer 

reported as the building fund has been used for the mortgage, which has been paid off.  All other 

building expenses are included in General Fund budget and giving.  The above numbers include 

electronic giving. Mint duty is being done every other week for the time being. 

Capital Campaign Activity Update 

Capital Campaign Contributions Pledged $ 260,000.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received between  

10/10-24/2021 
$108.00 

Capital Campaign Contributions received to date $ 252,399.65 

Memorial gifts made to the general fund in memory of Sara Shellaway by the St. John’s Lutheran 

Usher’s Fund and to St. John’s music ministry in memory of Jean Leister by Mary Jane Dzurenda and 

Karen A. Katrinak. 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE 

 
We rejoice with our young people who will affirm their baptism today.   

Cooper Ray Bolton 
Elizabeth  Jane Hercek 
Julianna Skye Keller 

Cole Daniel Pierce 
Jack Dalton Schramm 

Catherine Elizabeth Shade 

 


