
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REFROMATION DAY 
October 31, 2021 

 
 

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
34 E. Orange Street 

Shippensburg, PA 17257-1993 
Web Site: memluth.org 
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717-532-4614 

 
 

Welcoming all  
Reaching out in love 

Growing together in Christ 
Worshiping and serving in Jesus’ name 

 
 

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Suehr 
717-532-4614 or 724-989-8106 or pastor@memluth.org 

Office hours are Monday and Wednesday: 9:30 am - 2:00 pm 
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Welcome to Memorial Lutheran Church.  As you prepare for  
Worship, please silence your cell phone, complete the connection 
card and place it in the offering plate. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always 
be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 
world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ 
sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians 
will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 

GATHERING 
 

In order to keep us all safe for the time being there will be no singing of 
the liturgy or the hymns because the spread of the virus is greatly 

increased by singing.  
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE  “A Mighty Fortress”                                               - Nelhybel        
                                                                                                  
Please kneel or sit 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose teaching is life, whose 
presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sins to the one whose love never ends. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
God our comforter: 
like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth out of greed and apathy. 
Rescue us from our sin, gracious God. 
Hear us when we call out for help. 
Lead us to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Amen. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of + Christ 
Jesus, God makes you righteous. With happy hearts, receive the 
forgiveness of all your sins.  
Amen. 
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Please stand 
 
GATHERING HYMN  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ”             ELW 504  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing. Please read the 
words as she plays. Even in our silence the meaning of the hymn will 

be present to us.  
 

A mighty fortress is our God,  a sword and shield  
victorious; he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and  
wins salvation glorious. The old satanic foe 
has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dreadful might  
he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no equal. 
 
No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost,  
rejected. But now a champion comes to fight, whom  
God himself elected. You ask who this may be? 
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 
 
Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to  
devour us, we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they  
cannot overpow'r us. Let this world's tyrant rage; 
in battle we'll engage! His might is doomed to fail; 
God's judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him. 
 
God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who  
fear it; for God himself fights by our side with  
weapons of the Spirit. Were they to take our house, 
goods, honor, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched away, 
they cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever! 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory to God”                          READ TOGETHER 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship 
you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus 
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the 
Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on 
earth. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 
the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Please be seated 
 

WORD 
 
FIRST READING                                                      Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant 
it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means 
that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The 
renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive 
iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not 
be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall 
they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM   46                                  READ RESPONSIVELY 
1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
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5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.   
7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields 
      with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the  
      earth.” 
11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
SECOND READING                                                    Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and 
other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right 
with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be 
justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the 
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law 
and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 
God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective 
through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 
26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and 
that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27Then what becomes 
of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart 
from works prescribed by the law. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.  
Alleluia. (John 8:31-32) 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

GOSPEL                                    John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through 
his word. He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 
my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descend-
ants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, 
“Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has 
a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated 
 

SERMON 
 

Please stand 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”                
                                                                                                  ELW 517 
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing. Please read the 
words as she plays. Even in our silence the meaning of the hymn will 

be present to us.  
 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; curb those who  
by deceit or sword would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
and bring to naught all he has done. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, for you are  
Lord of lords alone; defend your holy church, that we 
may sing your praise eternally. 
 

O Comforter of priceless worth, send peace  
and unity on earth; support us in our final strife 
and lead us out of death to life. 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

 
PRESENTATION 

 
Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these 
confirmands, one with us in the body of Christ, who are making public 
affirmation of their baptism. 

 
I present Alessandra and Isabella, who are making public affirmation of 
their baptism. 

 
Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters, whom you have made 
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to 
yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished 
them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and 
promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have 
brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 

 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess 
the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

 
The confirmands respond together:  
I renounce them. 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
AFFIRMATION 
 
You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to  
continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Each confirmand responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
The minister addresses the assembly. 
People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and pray for 
them in their life in Christ? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 
give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir 
up in us the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understand-
ing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join 
in prayer for all of God’s creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



9  

We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace 
that flows from the cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly 
proclaim your love for all people with persistence and hope. Hear us, O 
God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, home-
steads, and neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for 
creation. Give us the will to curb wasteful habits and to hold accounta-
ble those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 
 
We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on 
Tuesday at local polling places (especially). Pour wisdom and under-
standing upon all who govern so that communities of justice and peace 
may thrive. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially). 
Strengthen hospitals, clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and 
recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal that all might live the 
abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teach-
ing and learning in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth 
groups, schools, seminaries, and universities. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before 
us who dwell in your holy habitation (especially). Give us courage 
through their example to challenge unjust systems and work toward life
-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into 
your hands; through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 
Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 

(Everyone is to remain in their pew for the passing of the peace.  
To share the peace with someone sitting near you, share a slight bow, 

wave, or cross your arms with hands touching the opposite arm,  
a gesture of embrace.) 

 
Please be seated 
 
OFFERTORY    
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The Ushers will collect the offering 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM                           
 
Please stand 

MEAL 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have 
first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish 
the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 
the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of  
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on 
earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their  
unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                      Read Together 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of 
power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the  
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmoni-
ous world of your creation the plants and animals, the seas and stars 
were whole and well in your praise. 
 
When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and 
to form us again into one. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing his body given up, and his 
victory over death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth 
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life. 
 
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the 
hillside become one bread, so let your Church be gathered from the 
ends of the earth, that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the  
Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
        hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  
        and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
        and lead us not into temptation,  
        but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
        and the power, and the glory, 
        forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Reveal yourself to us Lord in the breaking of the bread. 
As once you revealed yourself to your disciples. 
 
Please be seated 
 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. Please come forward by the center 
aisle at the usher’s direction. If you choose to have wine for commun-
ion, take an empty cup from the usher. If you prefer grape juice,                     
receive a pre-filled cup at the altar. If you or a child has never received 
the sacrament, fold hands to receive a blessing instead. After receiving 
communion or a blessing, you may choose to remain at the altar for 
extra time in prayer. When you return to your pew do so by the side 
aisles. Please deposit the empty cup in the basket. 
 
Please stand 
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COMMUNION BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 
you in eternal life.  
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray together. 
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the 
crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the 
world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of 
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and            
forever.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN  “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”          ELW 729  
 

The organist will play the hymn but we will not sing. Please read the 
words as she plays. Even in our silence the meaning of the hymn will 

be present to us.  
 

The church of Christ, in ev'ry age beset by  
change, but Spirit-led, must claim and test its  
Heritage and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
Across the world, across the street, the victims  
of injustice cry for shelter and for  
bread to eat, and never live before they die. 
 
Then let the servant church arise, a caring  
church that longs to be a partner in Christ's  
sacrifice, and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 
For he alone, whose blood was shed, can cure the  
fever in our blood, and teach us how to  
share our bread and feed the starving multitude. 
 
We have no mission but to serve in full  
obedience to our Lord; to care for all,  
without reserve, and spread his liberating word. 
 
 



13  

Please be seated 
 
POSTLUDE  “Short Postlude”                                                   - Hosmer 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Reformation Day 
Sunday, October 31, 2021 
By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches cele-
brated a festival commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-
five Theses, a summary of abuses in the church of his time. At the 
heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good news that it is 
by grace through faith that we are justified and set free. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
#SAS004243.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 
1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permis-
sion. All rights reserved.  Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 
1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used 
by permission. 
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Looking ahead: 
 
Worship with us on All Saints Sunday on November 7th. 
 

On the first Sunday in the month 
of November, we celebrate All 
Saints  Sunday. It is the day we 
give thanks for all saints, past and 
present that have shared our            
ministry here at Memorial. This year we will also be             
celebrating those who have been baptized into our church 
family.  
 

Following worship, we will have a reception in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  
 

Family members of the loved ones being remembered at 
this service are invited to bring a photo of your loved one to 
display during the reception.  
 
Those being celebrated for Baptism will be presented with a 
banner commemorating their baptism (if they have not              
already received one). 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, November 21 

Christ the King Sunday  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sunday, November 28 

First Sunday of Advent  
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