
Exegetical Notes for November 2018 

Our thanks to the Very Rev. Leighton Lee, Dean of the Cathedral Church of the 

Redeemer, for writing the Lectionary Notes this month. 

 

 

November 4, 2018 – All Saints 

 

Revelation 21:1-6a 

 

When we hear the word “saint” we think of people who are far above us in terms of 

holiness and piety. We’re not like them. We can’t measure up to their ideal. 

  

The Book of Revelation is perceived to be a book about judgement – the Last 

Judgement – and this makes us nervous because we’re not “saints” and therefore are in 

danger of being consigned to some terrible eternal fate. 

  

The saints who inhabit heaven as it’s described in Revelation aren’t perfect folk but 

those who, despite the harshness of life on earth, despite trial and temptation, kept faith. 

They were able to live with the tension of a life suspended between the pain of this 

present world and the promise of the world to come. 

  

The judgement of God isn’t wrath, it’s love. Saints are those who are able to love the 

world in a Christ-like way – despite knowing they live with this tension. And it is in loving 

the world that they know God himself is with them and will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. Which means that even our very undistinguished, frayed and sloppy humanity is 

sanctified and made holy. 

 

  



November 11, 2018 – Pentecost 24 

 

Mark 12:38-44 

 

Jesus is talking about the perils of status. Most of us don’t think of ourselves as having 

“status” in the society at large. How might we examine the ways we are privileged? 

  

Even though the poor widow put in only a small amount, Jesus tells his listeners that 

hers was a larger contribution. But our churches can’t get by on only small donations, 

no matter how pure a spirit they’re given in! So what is Jesus really speaking about? 

  

As we have seen before in the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is talking about motive and 

priority. The scribes gave in ways that would make them look and feel good whereas 

the poor widow gave from the heart. Can we expand this idea to include more than 

money? What do we give to our own faith communities – and why? Even more what 

don’t we give? This is a opportunity to examine our motives. 

  

Finally, we could examine the sheer impossibility what Jesus asks – or suggests – in 

the gospel. The poor old widow put in everything she had to live on. Clearly, no one is 

going to do this, nor are we as faith leaders going to suggest doing it. Yet the gospel 

suggests this – so what do we, as people of faith, do with that? 

  



November 18, 2018 -Pentecost 25 

 

Mark 13:1-8 

 

Chapter 13 of Mark’s gospel is about the destruction of the Temple; we only get a small 

part of the chapter. It is the so-called ‘Markan Apocalypse.’ 

  

We tend to think of people who speak of the apocalypse as being somewhat on the 

fringe, what with their lurid description of the Last Judgment. They seem to be always 

saying that the end is night. Isn’t Jesus warning us against listening to exactly these 

voices? (See verse 8) 

  

The Greek meaning of the word "apocalypse" is “an uncovering.” Instead of an 

apocalypse being an event straight out of Hollywood, perhaps it’s the bringing to light of 

things that people in power – be it political, religious, economic – want to keep covered. 

(If you’re brave enough, you can use manifold illustrations from contemporary life!) 

  

Jesus is giving his disciples a final warning that those who claim to be doing the will of 

God may, in fact, be false. We need to be aware that the Church also needs to be 

tested, and that the Church is constantly both under judgment and in need of reform. So 

ultimately Jesus is talking about discernment, which is the ongoing task of all Christian 

people. 

  



November 25, 2018 – the Reign of Christ 

 

John 18:33-37 

 

We sometimes also call this Sunday, “Christ the King.” It is a day of contrasts. 

  

Kings are people of power, prestige, wealth, who live in great magnificence surrounded 

by obedient and deferential courtiers. Even though he’s not a king, Pontius Pilate 

represents this system; he is the most powerful man in the land. 

  

Pilate keeps wanting Jesus to claim he’s a king and Jesus keeps turning Pilate’s words 

back on him: “You say that I am a king,” (v. 37) In other words, Jesus’ type of kingship is 

something the elites can never understand since it doesn’t fit into their way of thinking. 

  

So a better name for this day is ‘The Reign of Christ.’ Jesus is not like the kings of the 

earth who are known through pomp and prestige. And he doesn’t reign through the 

power of divine decree but through the strength of love. Examine some of these 

contrasts: Jesus’ crown is made of thorns, his throne is a cross, his kingdom is not of 

this world. 


