
 
 

Oct 31, 2021   -   “Living with Peace”   -   Proverbs 3:29-35  
 

OPEN 

 
Winston Churchill loved paraprosdokians – figures of speech in which the 
latter part of a sentence is surprising or unexpected. Some examples are… 

• Where there's a will, I want to be in it. 

• The last thing I want to do is hurt you, but it's still on my list. 

• If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

• War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 
 

In the coming weeks we will be remember the millions who lost their lives in 
war.  We will be thanking God for the peace that we enjoy in our country.  And 
today, we are thinking about the wisdom and gift of peace given to us by God. 
 
Today we conclude our series The Way of Wisdom.  We began by noting that 
God’s wisdom is not merely pragmatic, philosophical, or patriarchal (that is, 
not received from an ancient or contemporary guru). 
 
In Proverbs, we read of God’s wisdom as concentrated instruction for all of 
life.  It is personal because living in wisdom is living “in Christ” (see  
Colossians 2:3).  What is more, the Hebrew term for wisdom essentially 
means “skill”.  As Allan P. Ross suggests, we have been thinking of God’s 
wisdom as moral skillfulness.  (Expositors Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, 
Zondervan, 1991,904-5)  
 
 

DIG 

 
What does Proverbs 3:29-35 teach us about peace? 
 
[A]  The possibility of living in peace – vv. 29-31   
 
Is it possible to be a person of peace?  What is required to follow the Kingdom 
quality Jesus proclaimed in Matthew 5:9, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called children of God”?  In our text there are three actions asked 
of the follower of God.  In the KJV we read:  “devise not, strive not, envy not”.   

Admittedly, these verses are about the way Christians behave towards other 
people.  This is also true of verses 27-28 in terms of the material care we 
show to others – that is why these were covered under “generosity”.  But as 
such, these actions reveal how the Holy Spirit makes peace possible. 
 

1. Peaceful people have good, not harmful intentions towards neighbours – 
v. 29  (the focus is on nurturing community) 
 

2. Peaceful people have caring and kind interactions with other people – v. 
30  (there is no room for groundless litigation) 
 

3. Peaceful people resist idolizing those who “get away with murder” – v. 31      
(see also Psalm 73:3-5) 

 
Is peace possible?  The implication of these commands is clear.  Peace is 
possible – if we walk in way of God’s wisdom.  This means the Holy Spirit 
creates God’s peace in us – see Galatians 5:16-26. 
 
 
[B]  The practicality of living in peace – vv. 31-35   
 
At the start of our series, we noted some differences between the Psalms and 
Proverbs.  For example, the first is a book of worship songs, whereas Proverbs 
is a guidebook. 
 
As such, the book of Psalms puts the focus on our relationship with God.  In 
“complementary contrast” the book of Proverbs illuminates our relationships 
with one another – our neighbor, co-worker, fellow citizens.   
 
Once a person is at peace with God, they also must live at peace with others.  
When it comes to living the peace of God in our secular society we can expect 
to face at least four challenges. 
 
1. Relationship…contrasting personal distance between individuals and God – v. 32 

 
2. Reward…contrasting the personal blessing received from God – v. 33 

 
3. Redemption…contrasting the personal experience of the grace of God – v. 34 

 
4. Reputation…contrasting the sense of honor one receives from God – v. 35 

 
Are you struggling to see how to live peacefully in such a tense and divisive 
time?  Are you wrestling with the many deep seated resentments which 
influence today’s society?  We must be realistic about these factors.  But we 
must not shrink back from living as peacemakers. 
 
We may be aghast at those who see a physical assault and choose to record it 
on their phone rather than step in and help.  However, there are a myriad of 
ways that we can speak and live peace in our everyday experience. 
 
 



REFLECT 

 
Adam Grant is a popular organizational psychologist, who addresses what 
brings purpose and meaning to our lives of work.  He comments, 
 

We listen too much to people who think fast and shallow, and too little to 
people who think slow and deep. Being quick on their feet may make them 
sound smart, but it doesn’t mean they’re wise.  (Adam Grant on Twitter) 

 
Are we going to live by the “slow and deep” truths of Proverbs?  God’s wisdom 
may not sound “quick on its feet” if you will – but it is the path to peace – even 
within a society which is hostile.  Here are a few more thoughts about how we 
can walk in God’s wisdom in the area of peace. 
 

• Not just saved but sanctified 
 
Peace is not just the cessation of hostilities.  Peace must be maintained and 
nurtured.  In our communion time I read from Romans 5:1-2.  In verses 8-11 
Paul continued: 
 

But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while 
we were still sinners.  And since we have been made right in God’s sight 
by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation.  
For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son 
while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life 
of his Son.  So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with 
God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.  (NLT) 

 

• The storm before the calm 
 
We might be at peace with God and seek peace with others yet they will be 
offended by the Gospel.  Dan Allender and Tremper Longman wrote about 
this in their book Bold Love (Navigators, 1992, 144). 
 

It is possible…to live for apparently noble purposes without bearing the 
offense of the Cross. One can be appropriately moral and sensitive to 
others for no other reason than that it makes life more simple and easier to 
bear. A moral life, however, is intended to be more than pragmatic…The 
gospel offends. It strikes at the heart of man’s arrogance and rage. It 
demands a response of brokenness - or evokes mockery and contempt. 
The gospel does not settle for good, moral living; it requires radical 
transformation of the heart. In that sense, the calling of every Christian is 
to prophetically live out a disruptive goodness that embraces foolishness 
before the wise and weakness before the strong.”  

 

• To trick or to treat 
 
Should Christians participate in Halloween?  How do we practice God’s peace 
when a festival has morphed: ritual → traditional → cultural → commercial? 
 

Living at peace with God means standing against secularism, such as the 
“culture of death” which suggests, at best, nihilism (when we die, that’s it).   
 
Certainly we must not celebrate evil – nor should we trivialize it.  The Christian 
Research Institute comments: 
 

If you look at the background of Halloween, it’s rooted in the ancient Celtic 
feast of Samhain. The Druids believed that on the eve of Samhain the veil 
between the present world and the world beyond was pierced, releasing 
demons, witches, and hobgoblins en masse to harass the living. In order 
to make themselves immune from attack people would disguise 
themselves as witches, devils, and ghouls to attempt to ward off evil 
spirits. They would also carve grotesque-looking faces on gourds 
illuminated with candles, and they would try to placate the spirits with a 
variety of treats.  I think we can also learn a lot from the early Christians 
and how they responded to Halloween, because on October 31st, the eve 
prior to All Saints Day, they would designate this day as a spiritually 
edifying holy day on which to proclaim the supremacy of the gospel over 
the superstition of ghosts. So, “all Hallows Eve,” from which the word 
Halloween is derived, was an attempt, an overt attempt on the part of 
Christianity, to overwhelm the tradition of ghouls with the truth of the 
Gospel. 

 
See also “Six Reasons Why I Believe Halloween Is Far From Harmless” 
 

• Analyzing anxiety 
 
This past week we experienced a bomb cyclone that was created by a 
“low-pressure system, which intensifies by rapidly dropping more than 24 
millibars in pressure in less than 24 hours” (read more).  When a person 
experiences spiritual rebirth it does not guarantee they will not suffer 
physically or mentally.  Sometimes a person will experience a lack of 
peace due to mental illness, even when they are at peace with God 
spiritually. 
 
 
 

Just for fun, here are some more paraprosdokians 

 
• They begin the news with 'Good Evening,' then proceed to tell you why it isn't. 

• To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 

• I thought I wanted a career. Turns out, I just wanted pay checks. 

• I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

• A clear conscience is the sign of a fuzzy memory. 

• You don’t need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to do it twice. 

• I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure. 

• You're never too old to learn something stupid. 

• To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target. 

• Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. 

• Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 

 

https://twitter.com/adammgrant/status/1276865525147148289?lang=en
https://www.equip.org/hank_speaks_out/halloween/
https://www.equip.org/hank_speaks_out/halloween/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/opinion/news-opinion/reverend-j-john-six-reasons-2486777
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/bombogenesis.html
https://globalnews.ca/news/8289952/bc-bomb-cyclone-back-to-back-storms/

