
Welcome to Metropolitan United Church

October 31, 2021
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost

All Saints/Anniversary Sunday/Welcoming New Members
We are an Affirming Congregation, offering welcome and companionship

to all, regardless of orientation or designation.

For thousands of years, this land has been the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and
most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. It is still home to Indigenous people from across

Turtle Island. We are grateful to work, live and worship on this land.



SPECIAL NOTES FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Please wear your mask over your nose, mouth and chin at all times, and maintain physical
distance when exiting. Please do not sing or hum - listen to the octet and sing in your hearts!

ORDER OF SERVICE

CARILLON PRELUDE (OUTSIDE-10:30 a.m.)

BRASS PRELUDE Light of the World Dean Goffin, trans. MAB
“Nessun Dorma” from Turandot Giacomo Puccini, arr. Matt Kingston
Exsultate Deo Giovanni da Palestrina, arr. Matt Kingston

WORDS OF WELCOME

♪OPENING HYMN #705 For All the Saints (octet only) Sine Nomine
1 For all the saints, who from their labours rest, all who by faith before the world confessed,

your name, O Jesus, be forever blest. Hallelujah, hallelujah!

2 You were their rock, their fortress, and their might: you were their captain in the well-fought fight;
you, in the darkness drear, their one true light. Hallelujah, hallelujah!

3 O blest communion, fellowship divine! We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one within your great design. Hallelujah, hallelujah!

4 The golden evening brightens in the west; soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. Hallelujah, hallelujah!

5 But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day the saints triumphant rise in bright array:
as God to glory calls them all away. Hallelujah, hallelujah!

6 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, through gates of pearl streams in the
countless host, singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: Hallelujah, hallelujah!

♪INVITATION TO WORSHIP (responses spoken softly)

One: We remember, O God…
All: The countless saints of history who have blazed a trail of courage through time,
One: We remember, O God…
All: The tender touch of loved ones, the example of heroes, the healing words of

comforters, the remarkable acts of fearless ones.
One: We remember, O God…
All: The gentle strength of grandmothers, the loyalty of friends, the kindness of

strangers, the joy of children, the sacrifice of parents.
One: We remember, O God…
All: The love of Jesus, the blessing of the Spirit, the glory of the resurrection:

shown forth in the lives of disciples, young and old, dead and living.
One: Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,
All: let us worship God with joy.
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us pray. (please be seated)



PRAYER OF APPROACH AND CONFESSION

SILENCE FOR PRIVATE PRAYER

KYRIE #69 More Voices Kyrie eleison (God have mercy) (octet only) Kervin

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

ACT OF PRAISE Hymn #244 (octet only) Arfon
Sing your praise to God eternal, sing your praise to God the Son,
sing your praise to God the Spirit, living and forever One.
God has made us, God has blessed us, God has called us to be true.
God rules over all creation, daily making all things new.

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES Kenneth Younie
One: On behalf of the congregation, I present the following persons whom we welcome into

the membership of this community of faith:
New members by Transfer: Karen Efron
New members by Profession of Faith: Elspeth Bowler, Yousun Choi, Patricia Larin,
Godwin Lau, Rosemary Mok, Paul Wilson

COMMITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

♪ CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT
One: Dear friends in Christ, let us pledge our support and care for these new

members.
All: As your siblings in Christ, we rejoice in the gifts you bring to us. We

pledge our love and our support.  With God’s help, we will together live out
the mission and ministry of Christ’s church.

♪AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (spoken softly)
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:

to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.

We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. (please be seated)



WELCOME

ANTHEM Praise God From Whom (octet only) Samuel Stanley/Thomas Ken
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah!

READINGS RUTH 1:1-18
Ruth chooses to go with Naomi.
HEBREWS 9:11-14
Christ, the High Priest of good things.

ANTHEM Fuguing Tunes John Burge
A collage of hymns reflecting our United Church heritage: Love divine, O for a thousand tongues,
Blest are the pure in heart, Jesus Christ is risen today, I’m not ashamed to own my Lord

GOSPEL READING MARK 12:28-34
Which commandment is the first of all?

ONE: This is the witness of the good news of Jesus Christ.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

♪HYMN More Voices #216 Wherever You May Go (octet only) Renaud
Wherever you may go, I will follow and your people shall be my people too
Wherever you may go, I will follow For I would be faithful, loyal and true

1 Say the word and I will stay, I will never go away
We will travel side by side, and God's love will be our guide.  R

2 From beginning to the end I will always be your friend
When you need me I'll be there, you can trust my faithful care. R

SERMON “WHAT PETER BRYCE SAID” REV. JASON MEYERS

ANTHEM View Me, Lord Richard H. Lloyd
View me, Lord, a work of Thine: shall I then lie drown’d in night? Might Thy grace in me but shine, I
should seem made all of light. Cleanse me, Lord, that I may kneel at Thine altar, pure and white; they
that once Thy mercies feel, gaze no more on earth’s delight. Worldly joys, like shadows, fade when the
heavenly light appears; but the cov’nants Thou hast made, endless, know nor days nor years. In Thy
word, Lord, is my trust, to Thy mercies fast I fly; thought I am but clay and dust, yet thy grace can lift me
high.

♪PEACE GREETING (response spoken softly, then greeting each other with a bow)
One: The peace of Christ be with you always.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us greet one another with the peace of Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

STEWARDSHIP MONTH SPOKEN OFFERING Paul Wilson
BRASS OFFERTORY Cantate Domino Giuseppe Pitoni, arr. Matt Kingston



DEDICATION OF OFFERING

GREAT THANKSGIVING (responses spoken softly)
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
One: Let us pray.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

LORD’S PRAYER (all) (Voices United, p. 921) (spoken softly)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

♪CLOSING HYMN #660 How Firm a Foundation (octet only) St. Denio
1 How firm a foundation, you servants of God, is laid for your faith in God's excellent word!

What more can be said than to you has been said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

2 'Fear not, I am with you; O be not dismayed! For I am your God and will still give you aid;
I'll strengthen and help you, and cause you to stand,

upheld by my righteous omnipotent hand.

3 'When through the deep waters I call you to go, the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, and sanctify to you your deepest distress.

4 'When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply:

the flame shall not hurt you; I only design
your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.

5 'The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose I will not - I will not desert to his foes;
that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,

I'll never - no, never - no, never forsake!'

♪COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION (please be seated)

BRASS POSTLUDE You Make Me Feel So Young Joseph Myrow and Mack Gordon, arr. Ingo Luis

As you leave the sanctuary, please wear your mask and continue to observe a two metre distance
between yourself and others.



LEADING IN WORSHIP are The Rev. Jason Meyers and The Rev. Mark Aitchison. Reading the lessons is
Rosalie O'Brien. The ministry of music is offered by Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright, Wayne C.
Vance Organ Scholar Joshua Duncan Lee, Carillonneur Roy Lee, the Metropolitan Choir lead
singers, and members of the Metropolitan Silver Band Darlene Klein, Rosalie O'Brien, cornets;
Marion Moore, Fran Harvey, tenor horn; Howard Lee, trombone; Genevieve Mullally, tuba.
Our sound and livestream technicians are Paya Dehghani, Nishaanth Siva and Charles Davidson.

Metropolitan’s live streaming equipment was made possible thanks to the generosity of Wayne C. Vance.

PROGRAMS AND EVENTS THIS WEEK

Tuesday, November 2

7:00 p.m. Metropolitan Silver Band Rehearsal Sanctuary
7:00 p.m. Affirm Committee (Zoom)

Wednesday, November 3

12:00 p.m. Zoom Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Congregational Care Committee (Zoom)

Thursday, November 4

6:30 p.m. Metropolitan Handbells Rehearsal Sanctuary
7:30 p.m. Metropolitan Lead Singers Rehearsal Sanctuary
6:30 p.m. Green Team (Zoom)
8:00 p.m. Evening Communion (Zoom)

Friday, November 5

12:00 p.m. Friday Noon at Met: In-Person & Livestream Sanctuary
Joshua Duncan Lee, organist

Saturday, November 6

8:30 a.m. Saturday Bible Study (Zoom)

NEXT SUNDAY: November -  Remembrance Sunday (Daylight Saving Time Ends)
The Rev. Mark Aitchison preaching

11:00 a.m. Worship

FRIDAY NOON AT MET BI-WEEKLY CONCERTS

Our noon hour recital series featuring Canada’s largest pipe organ resumes Nov. 5 with Wayne C. Vance
Organ Scholar Joshua Duncan Lee presenting Franck, Correa de Arauxo, Howells and Vierne. Register
to attend at metunited.ca/music or view the concert live at metunited.ca/live. Are you free Friday
mornings? If you’d like to volunteer on the door welcoming those who have registered, please email
patriciaw@metunited.ca

https://www.metunited.ca/music
https://www.metunited.ca/live


ALL TOGETHER NOW! A SHOW OF SUPPORT

Tickets are on sale for our one night only Broadway spectacular showcasing our newly installed
livestream system, and benefitting Community Services - presented in-person and by livestream Friday
November 12 at 8:00 p.m. Featuring Met and other Toronto singers, plus orchestra. Visit
metunited.ca/ATN for info and box office. Please share this event with your family, friends and networks!
The concert is only viewable live, either in-person or online.

Could you support our mini-orchestra? We’ve assembled 12 musicians to bring iconic musical scores to
life, under the direction of Benjamin Stein. If you’d like to sponsor a musician, be it violin, clarinet or
drums, please email Minister of Music Dr. Patricia Wright at patriciaw@metunited.ca

USHERS NEEDED FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

Ushers are needed as we move into the busy Advent and Christmas season. Even one Sunday a month
is a great help to our team. If you’d like to help out, please send a note to Sheela in the church office at
sheelat@metunited.ca and she will connect you with William Wright, who coordinates our ushers.

COUNT ME IN!

In recent months, a number of Metropolitan people have inquired about how they may support our
congregation with a future legacy gift.  Bequests by will, an annuity, a gift of insurance are all easy to
arrange and may be directed to any area of our congregation’s work, including our endowment fund.
Please call Doug Flanders at (416) 769-2746 or email dougflanders@sympatico.ca
A legacy.  It’s ours to leave.

Minds, nevertheless, are not conquered by arms, but by love and generosity.
— Baruch Spinoza

CONTINUED GIVING

A new, easy way to donate! Focus your smartphone’s camera on the QR code to
the left and you’ll be directed to our giving page. Thank you for supporting the
ministries of Metropolitan United Church.

Sign up for the MET Connect weekly newsletter here
Find us on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube

http://www.metunited.ca/ATN
https://www.metunited.org/collections/new-to-met
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA
https://www.instagram.com/metropolitanunitedto/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX06rqiRKXjRZas_Poy02ZA


DIRECTORY
Chair of the Official Board: Kenneth Younie (boardchair@metunited.ca)
Minister of Worship and Faith Formation: The Rev. Jason Meyers, ext. 224 (jasonm@metunited.ca)
Supply Minister: The Rev. Mark Aitchison, ext. 254 (marka@metunited.ca)
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Minister Emeritus: The Rev. Dr. G. Malcolm Sinclair (malcolms@metunited.ca)
Voluntary Associate Minister: The Rev. Alana Martin, ext. 255 (officiant@metunited.ca)
Children & Youth Ministries Animator: The Rev. Alana Martin (alana@thegoproject.ca)
Teacher: Karlos Griffith (karlosgriffith@rogers.com)
Library: Marion Lick (library@metunited.ca) and Maureen Maguire (vigrass78@gmail.com)

Community Outreach Ministry
Outreach and Housing Worker: Megan Carver, ext. 221 (meganc@metunited.ca)
Outreach and Community Service Coordinator: Stephanie Cunti, ext. 241 (stephaniec@metunited.ca)

Ministry of Music
Minister of Music: Dr. Patricia Wright, ext. 226 (patw@metunited.ca)
Wayne C. Vance Organ Scholar: Joshua Duncan Lee
Metropolitan Choir Lead Singers: Gisele Kulak, Chelsea Van Pelt, Valeria Kondrashov,
Michelle Simmons, Charles Davidson, Benjamin Stein, Nicholas Higgs, John Schneider
Director, Great Heart Youth Ensemble: Benjamin Stein
Conductor, Metropolitan Sparklers: Dr. Jennifer Martyn
Carillonneur: Roy Lee
Director, Metropolitan Silver Band: Fran Harvey

Administrative Ministry
Director of Administration: Jane Tuomi, ext. 222 (janelt@metunited.ca)
Office Administrator: Sheela Taylor, ext. 210 (sheelat@metunited.ca)
Financial Manager: Elena Pejcinovska, ext. 229 (elenap@metunited.ca)
Technical Administrator: Vinoth Thanganadan, ext. 223 (vinotht@metunited.ca)
Communications Specialist: Charles Davidson, ext. 228 (charlesd@metunited.ca)
Property Manager: Frank Cormier, ext. 231 (frankc@metunited.ca)
Custodians: Puvi Kanagalingam, Brian McElwain, ext. 320

56 Queen Street East, Toronto, ON M5C 2Z3
Tel. 416.363.0331 Fax. 416.363.7586
Email: metunited@metunited.ca
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