


Surrender Self



MATTHEW 
21:23-32



Why do we question Jesus?

1.We don’t like what we see.
“By what authority are You doing 

these things?”
Matthew 21:22b



Why do we question Jesus?

2. Our focus is different 
from His.

“And who gave You this authority?”
Matthew 21:22c



Why do we question Jesus?
3. We are worried about the 

fallout rather than truth.
“The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or 

from men?”  And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If 
we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you 

not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the 
multitude, for all count John as a prophet.”

Matthew 21:25-26



Pharisees?  Why so important?
• 300 years before Christ

• Protected the law from the Greek take over
• Sole authority of the law

• Led to control for conformity to the law
• Ended 130 years after Christ with the 

destruction of the temple



If anyone should have …
liked what they saw…
had the focus of God…

worried about truth over social 
response…

… they should have.



The Pharisees should have 
recognized Jesus as the Son 
of God, but their religiosity 
blinded them to the truth.



Son One
No 

Change of heart – regret
Yes



Son Two
Yes

Never considered 
No



How could tax collectors 
and prostitutes enter the 

kingdom of God before the 
Pharisees?



Repentance



For godly sorrow 
produces repentance leading to 
salvation, not to be regretted; 
but the sorrow of the world 

produces death.
2 Corinthians 7:10



Left to ourselves 
(Pharisees)

Religious self-effort always ends 
in sinful flesh.

Andrew Murray – Absolute Surrender



Surrendered to the Spirit 
(Spirit-filled life)

Nothing will help you unless you come to 
understand that you must live every day 

under the power of the Holy Ghost.
Andrew Murray – Absolute Surrender



Repentance is to turn away 
from sin and self by turning to 

righteousness through 
submission to a Holy God.

Full Surrender  



Surrender Self



Questions to Ponder
1).  When questioning God, is your vision off, 
focused on the wrong thing or simply too 

worldly minded?
2).  Which son would you say you are – one or 

two?
3). Have you fully surrendered ”self” to 

experience the fullness of God?  


