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If you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ.   
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes all to 

his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host and our food, 
bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field and vineyard. 

Reformation Day October 31, 2021 

 

Prelude  

Welcome 

You may stand. 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
We confess that we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbor. 
We have built walls instead of tables 
and have turned away the stranger. 
We have sought glory for ourselves 
and have treasured that which does not satisfy. 
Help us to love as you love, 
to welcome those you send, 
and to treasure mercy and justice. 
Turn us from our ways to your ways, 
and free us to serve those in need. Amen. 
God, who makes all things new, 

forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’ sake 
and remembers them no more. 
Lift up your heads and your hearts. 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming 
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Chris-
tians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
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Yours is the kingdom of God. 
Amen. 
Gathering Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  #504  

Greeting 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, 

All: gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend 
them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

You may be seated. 

Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34  

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the 
people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of 
the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the 
Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.  

Lector: A reading from Jeremiah. 

Lector: Word of God, word of life.  All:   Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading Romans 3:19-28  

 

31The days are surely coming, says the 
Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that 
I made with their ancestors when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. 
33But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 34No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the 
Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
remember their sin no more. 
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Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works 
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity 
centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Lector: A reading from Romans. 

Lector: Word of God, word of life.  All:   Thanks be to God. 

You may stand. 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, 
it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the 
whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For “no human being will be justi-
fied in his sight” by deeds prescribed by 
the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the right-
eousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom 
God put forward as a sacrifice of atone-
ment by his blood, effective through faith. 
He did this to show his righteousness, be-
cause in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 
26it was to prove at the present time that he 
himself is righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is 
excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold 
that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 
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Gospel  John 8:31-36  
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He 
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin  
Pastor: The holy gospel according to John. All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord.   All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
You may be seated. 

Solo The Call 
 R. Vaughn Williams David Newman (soloist) 
Message  Pastor Clark Brown  

You may stand. 

Hymn of the Day Thy Strong Word  #511 vs. 1, 3, & 4  

Prayers of Intercession 
You may stand, kneel, or sit for the prayers. 
After each portion of the prayers:   
Assisting Minister: ...Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
The prayers conclude: 
Assisting Minister: ...through Jesus Christ, our truth and life.  
All: Amen. 

Peace 
Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.   
All:   And also with you. 
You are welcome to share Christ’s peace with those near you or using the comment 
section on YouTube. 

Announcements 

Gathering of the Gifts 
Let us remember to offer ourselves—our time, our abilities, our possessions–for the 
ongoing ministry of St. Timothy and the wider church.  You may continue to send in 
your offering by postal mail or use our online giving option at www.sttim.org. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed 
in him, “If you continue in my word, you 
are truly my disciples; 32and you will know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
33They answered him, “We are descendants 
of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, 
‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 
tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a 
permanent place in the household; the son 
has a place there forever. 36So if the Son 
makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
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Special Music Draw Near All Ye People – Lord God of Abraham   
 from Elijah, Mendelssohn  David Newman (soloist)  

You may stand. 

Offering Prayer 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Holy God, 

All:   the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among 
your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and 
strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
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Pastor: O God before time… 
We glorify you, now and forever. 
All:  We glorify you, now and forever. 
Pastor:  O God of the covenant… 
We praise you, now and forever. 
All:  We praise you, now and forever. 
Pastor:  You came as Jesus… 
We worship you, now and forever. 
All:  We worship you, now and forever. 
Pastor:  In the night … 
We honor you, now and forever. 
All:  We honor you, now and forever. 
Pastor:  O God before time… 
…forever and ever. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  

or 
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Pastor: A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints . 
All: Thanks be to God! 

You may be seated. We receive the body and blood of Christ and share in the life of God 
as we accept the bread and wine or grape juice, and hear the words: “The body of 
Christ given for you” and “the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Communion Song For By Grace You Have Been Saved  #598  

Communion Song Break Now the Bread of Life  #515  
You may stand 
Prayer After Communion 
Assisting Minister:  Let us pray.  Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both 

host and meal.  Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts 
until that day when all feast together at your heavenly banquet. 

All:   Amen. 

Benediction 

Pastor: God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 

All: Amen. 

Sending Song The Church of Christ in Every Age  #729  

Dismissal 

Assisting Minister: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 

Worship Leaders 

Presiding Minister— Pastor Clark Brown 
Musician— Desma Johnson 
Soloist— David Newman  
Cantor— Jon Gerdes  
Assisting Minister— Steve Solomon  
Streaming Video— Jody Emerson  
Audio— Jim Helgason  

For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
Holy Communion Setting 8, Text and Music: Beech, Cain, Friesen-Carper, Kadidlo, Olson, Ylvisaker © 1970, 1990, 1995, 1999, 2006. 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress . 
Thy Strong Word, Text and arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. 
For By Grace You Have Been Saved, Text and music © 1995 Fennica Gehrman, admin. Boosey & Hawkes, Inc . 
Break Now the Bread of Life, Public Domain. 
The Church of Christ in Every Age, Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company  

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

 

October 31, 2021 

REFORMATION DAY 

Free, Indeed? 

Today the scriptures tell us that God’s grace comes freely, as a gift. But is anything 
really free? Advertisements claiming “free” goods or services pique our attention: 
What’s the catch? What does the small print say? Even beyond the world of commerce, 
we know that nothing comes without a price: time and sacrifice are required for a 
scholarship to college, a promotion at work, a happy marriage, a worry-free retirement. 
Our worthiness and success can seem to hang on our ability to perform, to do well, to 
get things right, to excel. Even with those closest to us—friends, coworkers, and family 
members—we may feel just one mistake or misstep away from losing their approval. In 
such a world, is God any different? 

Yet before we were even born, before our first exam or job interview, before our first 
failure or sin, before our first fight or our first loss, Jesus Christ hung on a cross to be a 
sign that God’s grace is free indeed. To his cross he drew every cost, every pain, every 
judgment, every failure—and what poured forth was only love, as pure gift. In his cross, 
there is no catch or small print; there is simply the divine love that has been there for us 
all along. This is the love of a God who made the world and called it good. It is the love 
of a God who formed us and gave us life. It is the love of a God who sees us, suffers 
with us, and binds up all our wounds. 

Child of God, God loves you, deeply and freely. As an assembly, we are gathered by 
this truth. We practice it in the font and at the table, through our words and in our 
offerings. It calls us to always be reformed so God’s grace and love may pour forth 
through us into the world, free of charge. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Reformation Day 

Sunday, October 31, 2021 

By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival 
commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abuses 
in the church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good 
news that it is by grace through faith that we are justified and set free. 

All Saints Day 

Monday, November 1, 2021 

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes back 
at least to the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, living 
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this day or the following Sunday, many 
congregations will remember the faithful who have died during the past year. 

Martín de Porres, renewer of society, died 1639 

Wednesday, November 3, 2021 

Martín was the son of a Spanish knight and a freed black slave from Panama. As a lay 
brother in the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), he engaged in many charitable works in 
Lima, Peru. He founded an orphanage, a hospital, and a clinic for cats and dogs. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

F lowers this Sunday are given by Ida Barber in 
honor of her great-grandson, Aiden. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, undergoing cancer treatment again. 

The  family and friends of David Holland, husband of Dee Holland and brother of Lu-
cille Pires. 

The  family and friends of Roger Smith (brother of Susan Smith). 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

Dawn Stallings, daughter of Dolores, who has suffered a stroke.   

 

Healthcare workers and essential workers on the front line of the pandemic. 

All service members, fire fighters, and police officers (and their families). 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, and the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, and for our leaders and for the leaders throughout the 
world. 

Torie Hamilton 

Rodger Marty 

Bonnie Bennett 

Jim McMullins 

Bill Reynolds 

Mary Lee Slater 

Marjonie Gabriel 

Tom Brown 

Aaron Grieg 

Byron Heppert 

Jacqueline Graham 

Gloria Llenaresas 

Riley Ann Holland 

Ronnie Lyons 

Irene McCloud 

Thomas Ansley 

Linda Henderson 

Beverly Schneideman 

Justice Gaudoin 

Peter Kracht 

Isabella Silva 

Mark Northcutt 

Helen Leikam 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 
home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
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• Study, pray, and discuss during the week: Join Pastors Clark and Tony: Wednesday 2 PM 
Bible Study.  Tuesday Evening Class: Pastor Clark leads this six-session class based on 
the video series "We Must Plant the Church." Classes will meet in person at 6:45 pm in the 
Music/Ed Room and online. Email pastorclark@sttim.org for more information. 

• Online Worship and Social Hour: You are welcome to worship in person in the sanctuary 
and you do not need to RSVP. We are still wearing masks during worship. We are welcome 
to socialize outside following worship. All Sunday services including bulletins are online on 
sttim.org. Information for worship and the social hour will be emailed each week. If you 
want to be on our email list or have questions, email/call/text Pastor Clark at pastor-
clark@sttim.org or 831-521-1818. 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org. 

• Volunteer to help Thomas Carman Food Pantry and provide food for needy households 
and individuals. YOU CAN HELP! Sign up to volunteer on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
from 3-6 pm, loading and passing out bags at the Epiphany Lutheran and Episcopal Church 
at the corner of Carmel and California Avenues in the City of Marina. Address: 425 Carmel 
Ave, Marina CA. Contact Debby Love-Sudduth at 408-499-4984 or email Rd-
sudd@comcast.net.  

mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net
mailto:Rd-sudd@comcast.net

