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Loved by God; Loving Others. 

Fed by God; Feeding Others. 
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Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  

John 3:17 

 
We recently did a forum with different faith communities and the police where leaders 
talked about their vision of justice. There were many interesting parts, but the one I 
had never considered was the thought that Jesus will cure all social ills. That phrase 
was repeated twice which makes me think it is being taught somewhere.  
 
I sat with that concept for quite a while. Do I believe Jesus will cure all social ills and 
what does that mean? Even if everyone believed in Jesus do I think we would all get 
along? Looking at the state of the church, that’s a big no. Do I think Jesus’ main mis-
sion was curing social ills?  
 
I don’t see that in his life, death, and resurrection. He didn’t overthrow the terror of 
the Roman Empire, he didn’t free the slaves that were so common in his time, he 
doesn’t make sure everyone has access to water and food. He subverts the empire, he 
frees all for right relationship, and he feeds the crowds without distinguishing the de-
serving from the despots.  
 
I’m not sure curing social ills is as important as reconciling creation in such a way that 
people live in right relationship with God and with each other. Maybe the biggest 
thing I want to push back on is the sense that Jesus is about solving the problem of 
other people. 
 
We just finished a day on the ropes course with middle and high schoolers. It’s been a 
long couple of years with some social skill gaps. I was greatly impressed by how this 
crew figured out how to make space, encourage, and be patient with each other. They 
tempered their behavior and emotions so others would have space.  
 
That’s some of what I think living in the grace of Jesus is all about. It’s not curing so-
cial ills, but it’s figuring out how to make room for each other, to love, forgive, and be 
patient when people are not who we want them to be.  
 
This may be a bumpy Thanksgiving as people figure out how to be together again. 
May we give space and grace to ourselves and others as we figure out how to live in 
the right relationship of Jesus’ love.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Tari 
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SOV Book Club 
The Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m., Friday, November 5 at Forbidden Peak. The book is A Man Called 
Ove by Fredrik Backman. Fredrik Backman’s novel about the angry old man next door is a thoughtful ex-
ploration of the profound impact one life has on countless others. –Amazon review 
 

Small Group Opportunities 
We’ve got several small groups happening in November: small group devotions; Holden Evening Prayer 
on most Wednesdays; as well as opportunities that begin with Advent (see page 4). Everyone is invited to 
participate in one or more groups (if you are going with the crew to Ireland/Wales you are especially en-
couraged to participate as part of our community prep). The Zoom links are available on the website or the 
weekly emails. 
 

Small Group Devotions  
Devotion groups meet different times during the week. Groups sometimes read and talk about the weekly 
lectionary readings, or whatever each group wants to discuss.  
8:30 a.m. Sundays in-person at SOV.  Leader Chris Wallace. 
9 a.m.  Fridays on Zoom. Leader Becky Corson.   
Tuesday devotions are on-hold until further notice.  
 

Holden Evening Prayer (Zoom)  
5:30 p.m. most Wednesdays in November. 30-minute prayer service with beautiful music. There will be no 
Holden Evening Prayer on November 24.  
 

Meet & Greet for Younger Adults  
 

5:30 to 6:30 p.m., Thursday, November 18 at Forbidden Peak in Auke Bay 
 

Young adults (feel free to bring your kids) and Pastor Tari will meet at Forbidden Peak on November 18. 
Feel free to drop in anytime between 5:30-6:30 p.m. to check in about life. We’ll plan on meeting outside 
under the heat lamps, but dress appropriately for the weather. 
 

Youth Faith Formation Classes & Activities 
It’s truly a joy to see smiling faces at Sunday morning Faith Formation. Please refer to page 7 for details 
about classes and other activities for ages Pre-school to Post-Highschool.  
 

SOV’s Covid Response  
We continue to monitor the City & Borough of Juneau’s Covid guidelines and will be flexible with how to 
proceed with gatherings and activities happening at SOV. Please plan to wear a mask at all in-person gath-
erings. Feel free to contact the church office with any questions or concerns.  

The Shepherd’s Voice—November 2021 

Faith Formation at SOV 

(It doesn’t just happen on Sunday.) 

Sunday Worship 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. The Zoom invitations for Sunday worship are 
published in the SOV Weekly email. Sunday Worship is both in-person and on Zoom. 
Folks who worship in person need to wear a mask. While we miss having little ones 
around, it’s still not safe for us to have small children wandering around the church. We 
also encourage folks who want to worship in person to get vaccinated.   
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Many Hands & Many Hearts!  
Serving with Love at SOV 

We’ve always got a healthy list of ways to get involved. Check out these ways to contribute your generous 
gifts of reflection, time, money, food, or prayers. Prayers are appreciated for any and all of our ministries. 
 

Glory Hole Meatloaf 
We will cook our traditional meatloaf meal on Wednesday, November 17.  Watch for the online sign-up 
sheet for needed contributions of time and food.   
 

Community Food Pantry  
Donations of food are always needed and appreciated!  The pantry is available for food order pick-ups from 
4-6 p.m. Wednesdays and 9-10 a.m. Saturdays.  If you know folks who need food, please have them call the 
direct line to the food pantry (907) 500-3588 and the food pantry operator will answer their questions.  
 

Devotions on the SOV App 
If you haven’t yet downloaded the SOV app on your phone or tablet, please do so. Allow the app to send 
notifications, so you don’t miss any of our new devotions (and we’ve posted several lovely ones). Currently 
there are devotions about faith and daily vocation. There will also be devotions posted throughout the Sea-
sons of Advent and Christmas.  
 

Statement of Intended Giving  & Service—Please Submit by November 14 
Once a year, the church council invites the congregation to pledge how they will give of time and money.  
 

Thank you if you have already filled out your statement of intended service and giving. We ask friends and 
members to return their statements by November 14 so we can start planning 2022. The link to the state-
ment is available in the last several weekly church emails. If you prefer to fill out a paper copy, let us know 
in the church office.   
 

Many thanks also to those of you who have donated a portion of your PFD to the winter fund. We tradition-
ally ask for a 10% donation from PFDs to help cover winter costs. This has helped us weather the extra 
costs of winter heat and electricity.  

Thanksgiving Blessings in Our Community 
 

Gift Cards for AWARE—The staff at AWARE request donations of gift cards of any amount to 
local restaurants or stores for them to distribute to families for Thanksgiving. Gift cards are easy to 
keep track of for the staff and are greatly appreciated gifts for the shelter residents. Have donations to 
the drop box in the SOV church office by November 21 and we will deliver them to the shelter.  
 

Community Thanksgiving Boxes—St. Vincent de Paul and Love INC Juneau are partnering to 
provide Thanksgiving food boxes to folks in the community. They need a variety of food donations to 
fill those boxes. Donations are accepted at the St. Vincent de Paul office on Teal Street. For a list of 
what items are needed (or to request a food box for yourself) - go to the Love INC website at https://
loveincjuneau.org/events/ 
 

Thanksgiving Day Meal Hosted by Salvation Army—The Salvation Army is hosting their 
annual hot (and delicious) Thanksgiving meal from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thursday, November 25 at 439 
West Willoughby Avenue. There is no dine in service; it’s walk up or drive up only. Please wear a 
mask when you walk up to get your meal. Everyone is welcome!  
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Season of Advent  

Begins November 28 
 
We have many meaningful ways to mark this season of 
waiting and preparation together.  
 

• Advent discussions on Zoom following Sunday 
worship beginning December 5. 

• Advent Activity stations for all ages in-person fol-
lowing Sunday worship beginning November 28.  

• Daily devotions written by different people through-
out the Alaska synod (Lutherans are separated geo-
graphically by synods) available on the app, in 
print, and on the website.  

 

Advent is similar to Lent in that we encourage people to 
be intentional about time spent preparing for God’s con-
tinued coming to us. Some traditional disciples to con-
sider for this time: 
• Weekly worship (Holden Evening prayer is a week-

ly option as well as Sunday worship) 
• Daily prayer and/or scripture reading 
• Meditative walking or exercise 
• Acts of generosity 
• Acts of service 
 

Advent is the beginning of the new year in the church. 
We will move from Mark’s gospel into Luke’s. Many 
of people’s favorite sayings and stories come from 
Luke’s Gospel. A couple of unique things: 
 

Luke is the first part of two books. Acts is the second.  
They both are dedicated to a Theophilus, though no one 
is sure who this person is. Nowhere is Luke identified 
as the author.   
 

Luke most likely had a copy of Mark’s gospel and an-
other source. He was writing for a Gentile, not a Jewish, 
community. Luke omits about half of the material in 
Mark’s Gospel and corrects much of Mark’s sloppy 
grammar and spelling. Luke’s Gospel emphasizes Je-
sus’ divinity and one worthy of worship. He also has a 
strong emphasis on immediate salvation. Jesus the Sav-
ior saves people from demons, disease, hunger, poverty, 
ostracism, attachment to wealth along with other current 
situations.  There are 
more mentions of women 
and eating in Luke’s Gos-
pel than any of the others 
(don’t know what that 
means).  

November News 
 

Columbarium Update 
Thank you to everyone who has purchased 
or donated towards the columbarium pro-
ject. It is ordered and we hope to have it 
installed by Pentecost. We need to raise 
about $5000 more to cover shipping and 
landscaping. Niche prices go up after Jan-
uary, so please help us prepare for this 
new ministry and order soon. Let us know 
in the church office if you would like a 
columbarium information form.  
 

Sunday Worship 
Join us at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings. 
The Zoom invitations for Sunday worship 
are published in the SOV Weekly email. 
Sunday Worship is in-person and on 
Zoom. Folks who worship in person need 
to wear a mask. While we miss having lit-
tle ones around, it’s still not safe for us to 
have small children wandering around the 
church. We encourage folks who want to 
worship in person to get vaccinated.   
 

Newsletter Sponsor 
If you are interested in sponsoring a month 
of the newsletter in honor or celebration of 
something or someone, let us know. The 
suggested donation is $100. Call or email 
the church to let us know which month 
you would like to sponsor and any special 
wording you want included. 
 

Looking Ahead to Christmas 
 

Christmas Pageant on Zoom 
Virtual Christmas Pageant for all ages on 
December 19 
 

Christmas Eve Worship  
The tentative plan is a 5:30 p.m. bonfire 
and worship outdoors; and a 7 p.m. tradi-
tional worship in the sanctuary with a 
Zoom option.  
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High School 
The high school students will meet in person 
at the church.   
 

November 7  
Meet at 4 p.m. for cooking and Bible study.  
 

November 14 
Meet at 10:45 a.m. to walk & talk.  
 

November 21  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. for field trip and service 
event for AWARE Shelter. 
 

November 28 
Meet at 10:45 a.m. for in-person Advent de-
votions and activity stations 

 Youth Faith Formation Classes & More  
         We have jumped right into a Holy-Spirit-filled year of faith formation and 

learning together. Check out the following plans for November.   

Middle School Students 

(Confirmation) 
We have launched into an exciting and fun year of 
learning and mentoring (both being mentored and as a 
mentor). 
 

Leading time:  On Sundays from 10:45-11:15 a.m. 
you will be partnered with a 4th or 5th grader and 
work on a project together. Just like each of you have 
a mentor, this is your time to BE a mentor. 
 

Learning time: On Sundays from 11:15-11:45 a.m. 
you will meet with Pastor Tari & Glenn for class time.  

Toddlers to 3rd Grade 
Meet in-person at 10:45 a.m. in the sanctuary for Children’s Church. Pastor Tari and a helper will 
read a story and do an activity from the Holy Moly curriculum. Adults can hang out with each other in 
the back of the room and chat.  
 

4th-5th Graders  
Meet at 10:45 a.m. The middle school students will lead a lesson for 4th and 5th grade students.  

Overnight Adventures in October 
SOV youth tackled cooperation games, the ropes course, and service projects at the Methodist Camp during 
an overnighter in October. Thank you to Pastor Tari for organizing and chaperoning, Mark Kiessling and 
Paul Beran for their youth leadership, and SAIL for leading the youth through the ropes. It's always good to 
learn how to trust each other and work together.  
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Let the Blessings  

Overflow 
Celebrations in November 

Birthdays 
3 DiAndrea Andrews 

4 Keely Reilly 

4 Matt Fishel 

7 Katherine Andrews 

7 Lindsay Birk 

7 Adella Dihle 

7 Gen Nestler 

8 Nick Andrews 

8 Finn Larsen 

9 Keith Andrews 

9 Chuck Orsborn 

11 Heather Robertson 

12 Christy Wallace 

20 Philis Beran 

20 Ryan Marx 

20 Erik Thompson 

21 Marsha Buck 

22 Dan Corson 

22 Lori Fredenberg 

23 Paula Hubert 

25 Tyler Sorum-Birk 

26 Macey Fredenberg 

30 Kayleigh Newport 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
3 Cherie Oliver 

28  Marsha Buck 

Noteworthy November Days 
All Saints’ Day— November 1 

Daylight-Saving Time ends—November 7 
Veterans Day—November 11 

Thanksgiving Day—November 25 
First Sunday of Advent—November 28 

 

All Saints’ Day 
All Saints' Day celebration has a long history in the worship life 
of the Christian Church. It began as a commemoration of the 
martyrs who died for the faith, and it has since become a day 
when we honor and remember those who, in death, have joined 
the Church Triumphant, as well as the faithful saints of the pre-
sent who serve Jesus Christ. Martin Luther held that all Chris-
tians are simultaneously sinner and saint--a sinner because of 
our rebellious nature, but a saint because of salvation in Jesus.   
 

Veterans Day 
Veterans Day has its roots in what was called Armistice Day, 
when a peace agreement ended World War I on November 11, 
1918. President Wilson proclaimed that Armistice Day was to 
be marked with solemn pride in heroism and with gratitude for 
victory as well as the “opportunity it has given America to show 
her sympathy with peace and justice.” In 1954, the remem-
brance was renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military 
personnel. It’s a reminder to pray for and honor all who serve 
and sacrifice, to support and assist their families, and to pray 
that God will bring peace on earth.  
 

The Journey Begins 
When Advent begins on November 28 this year, so does a new 
church year for liturgical congregations. The church seasons, 
which correspond to key events in Jesus’ life, begin with the 
four-week Advent period of preparation for our coming Savior 
at Christmas. After the 12-day season of Christmas is Epiphany, 
which begins January 6 and continues through Ash Wednesday, 
the beginning of Lent. That period of preparation culminates in 
Holy Week, and then Easter marks the pinnacle of every church 
year. Forty days after the Resurrection we celebrate Ascension, 
and 10 days after that, the Pentecost season begins; it lasts until 
Advent, when the cycle begins again. 
 
“Like a great waterwheel,” writes Joan Chittister, “the liturgical 
year goes on relentlessly irrigating our souls, softening the 
ground of our hearts, nourishing the soil of our lives until the 
seed of the Word of God itself begins to grow in us, comes to 
fruit in us, ripens in us the spiritual journey of a lifetime.” 
 
Excerpts above found at newsletternewsletter.com and elca.org.  
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Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:  

4-6 pm Wednesdays 

9-10 am on Saturdays 

Food Pantry Direct Line: 500-3588 

Food pantry details on page 3.  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints’ Day 

2 3 

 

 

 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 

4 5 

9 am Zoom Devos 

 

 

 

 

630 pm Book Club 

6 

9-10 am Pantry 

1030 am Social 
Concerns Mtg 

 

 

5 pm Meeting for 
Ireland Crew 

7 

DST Ends-Fall Back 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

4 pm Highschool 

8 9 10 

 

 

 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 

11 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Veterans Day 

12 

9 am Zoom Devos 

13 

9-10 am Pantry 

14 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1045 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

15 16 17 

SOV Meal at 
Glory Hall 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

530 pm Holden 

630 pm Council 

18 

 

 

 
 

530 pm Young 
Adult Meet&Greet 

19 

9 am Zoom Devos 

20 

9-10 am Pantry 

21 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1045 am Highschool 

1045 am Faith For-
mation (see pg 7) 

22 23 24 

 

 

 

 

 

4-6 pm Pantry 

25 

 

 

Happy       
Thanksgiving 

26 

9 am Zoom Devos 

27 

9-10 am Pantry 

28 

Advent Begins 

830 am Devos 

930 am Worship 

1045 am  In-person 
Advent activities 
(see pg  4) 

29 30     

 

A Moment for Prayer   
For each new morning with its light, For rest and shelter of the 
night, For health and food, For love and friends, For everything 
Thy goodness sends.  Amen.  -Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

We also pray for Pastor Tari Stage-Harvey; Alaska Synod Bishop 
Shelley Wickstrom; and ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  

Don’t forget to 
Fall Back.     

Daylight Savings 
Time ends     

November 7. 
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Return Service Requested 

Your church family is here for prayers, visits, and encouragement. Please call if 
you would like a visit from Pastor Tari, or anytime you can use a kind word.   
 
Pastor Tari enjoys opportunities to go for walks while visiting with folks.  Feel 
free to call her and plan a time to go for a walk.   
 
We would also love to hear from you with comments about or submissions to The 
Shepherd’s Voice.  If your address has changed, or if you no longer wish to be on 
our mailing list, we want to know that too.   

Rev. Tari Stage-Harvey, Pastor 

Please see inside the newsletter for the many ways we are connecting.  
 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. (via Zoom and in-person)  

Faith Formation for All Ages:  See page 2 of newsletter for details. 

Food Pantry Order Pick-Up:  9-10 am Sat. and 4-6 pm Wed. 

Food Pantry Direct Line (call with questions or to place orders): 500-3588 
 

The Shepherd’s Voice:  Editor, Becky Corson and Production/Distribution, Lewis Gates 


