
Diversity, in all its beauty 
(Reflection by Rev. Peggy McDonagh, October 17, 2021) 

The Holy One within me acknowledges the Holy One within you. In this 
holy oneness, we are all accepted, all valued, and all loved. 

This morning we have been honoring the gift of diversity. Our lives on 
earth are blessed with such a magnificent variety of life.  In the Hebrew 
story of Creation, and indeed in most of the over 200 ancient creation 
stories, the Creator purposely creates diversity. The ancient monk Pseudo-
Dionysius believed that the Creator was so enchanted by the 
interrelatedness and diversity of Creation's beauty designed in the image of 
Holy love, that the Great Designer left his eternal home to dwell within the 
beauty of his Creation for which he held immense affection. If God created 
all life in the image of loving Holiness and beauty, and abides within 
Creation, then it follows that God exists in Creation’s interrelatedness and 
its diversity.  God holds with love all created life, and we too must hold with 
love all life. 

I delight in spending time in the natural world, and I am always 
amazed by its diversity, a living breathing existence of various colors, 
textures, sizes, and shapes of insects, birds, flowers, trees, and animals. I 
also enjoy watching people. How can one not be enchanted by the 
mixtures of colors, races, ethnicities, genders, smiles, sizes, shapes, 
languages, heights, clothing styles, ages, and so much more? Diversity is a 
natural and integral part of life on earth. 

How remarkable that each flower differs from every other and that 
every human and animal newborn have a unique cry – known only to its 
parent. Imagine how skin colors are rich and varied and that each curled 
eyelash is different from all others. Green, red, and blue have an endless 
number of hues, and the ear can hear thousands of tones, timbres, and 
pitches. It is impossible to comprehend fully the variety of plants, trees, and 
insects and how they adapt and evolve. Thousands of languages and a 
diversity of music, rhythms, and emotional expression exist within each 
culture. The beauty and wonder of the rich variety of creation makes life 
fascinating, challenging, frustrating, and mesmerizing, but it is these 
remarkable variations that give all of us opportunities to grow, learn, and 
flourish. We all benefit from and are blessed by being one part of a 
magnificent creation that encourages diverse forms of self-expression.  

It is a right and good thing that we give thanks for the diversity that is 
inherent in God's beautiful Creation, fundamentally loved, valued, and 
sacred, and that diversity is how the Great Creator fully expresses itself.  
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Mike Ghouse is a Muslim and an interfaith speaker about pluralism, 
hope, and world peace. He writes, "God has intentionally created diversity; 
each one of us has a unique identity with our thumbprint, eye print, DNA, 
and other uniqueness.  If we can learn to respect and accept the God-given 
uniqueness of each one of us, then conflicts fade, and solutions emerge."  

Why is it essential that we celebrate and honor diversity? Maya 
Angelou writes, "We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, 
and we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in 
value no matter what their color." But unfortunately, this is not the reality 
experienced by many in the world today. 

In the opening lines of Amanda Gorman’s poem, “The Hills We 
Climb,” she writes, “When day comes, we ask ourselves, where can we find 
light in this never-ending shade?”  

It seems that the never-ending shade is the knowing that we live in a 
world in which many people refuse to recognize diversity as part of the rich 
tapestry and beauty of life. Instead, the nightshade of fear, hatred, mistrust, 
suspicion, and prejudice hinders humanity's light and beauty.  

Episcopal Priest Cynthia Bourgeault once was asked the question, 
what breaks your heart? She said that what breaks her heart is seeing 
wanton violence crushing out hope in people. “It is seeing the number of 
people who feel boxed in a system repressing them and seeing the 
devastating results of carelessness and cruelty. The wonderful possibility 
that exists in each one of us to be a transparent mirror of the Divine gets 
crushed, and you watch it get covered over with a hard edge." 

14th Century English Christian mystic Julian of Norwich likened 
"humanity to people who have fallen into a ditch and cannot see where 
they are. Their bodies are full of pain and distraction.  They feel isolated 
because they cannot see that they are intimately connected to God and all 
beings."   

People get crushed, become full of pain, are left unattended in 
ditches, and cover their hearts with a hard edge because cruelty, judgment, 
racism, and prejudice diminish and deny the beauty and richness of their 
humanity and their belief that they are beautifully made and wonderfully 
loved just as they have been created. 

Fearful and hard-hearted people manifest self-righteous beliefs, 
opinions, and ideas that set people solidly for or against others, causing 
them to take sides, deciding who is evil and who is good. Belief in the 
superiority of color, ethnicity, sexuality, race, and gender draws lines of 
division, creates boundaries, establishes restrictions, and creates 
woundedness, suffering, disadvantage, inequality, and injustice.  
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People who uphold an ‘us and them’ ideology create reward and 
punishment systems, complete with shaming and exclusion. This ‘usness 
and themness’ view leaves people lying in ditches of shame with their 
dignity crushed and their humanity demonised. 

My friends, the power and largeness of these negative responses to 
diversity are overwhelming, destructive, and heartbreaking, causing 
incredible grief, sadness, separation, and dehumanization.  

I know that these distorted reactions that encourage separation and 
profound abuse, are antithetical to the Creator’s remarkable imagination. 
“Separation,” says Father Richard Rohr, “exists only in our limited thinking 
that shows its limit in our destructive actions.”  God creates connection, not 
separation. No matter how deeply people believe that they are right in their 
assumptions about who is blessed, suitable, worthy, and deserving of 
God's love; God's love is not so narrow and limited.  

The Prophet Isaiah said, “This is no God who makes distinctions, who 
allows the shame of the human heart to judge the worthiness of flesh and 
blood by the color of the skin or the thoughts one thinks in secret.” 

We will find the light within the never-ending shade of the injustices of 
racism, shaming, denial, and disdain by recognizing that the benevolent 
essence of God exists in all things. “God does not just love some people,” 
says Rohr. “God has no favorites. Our bigotry and inability to accept and 
love the other never restricts God's love. The Creator’s love unites, it does 
not exclude.” Only people exclude.  

“There is nothing humans can do to increase or decrease the image 
of God,” says Rohr, “it is absolute and unchanging."  Many of the problems 
in our world exist because too many people think they have power over 
how God thinks and acts; it is not up to any human to decide who is loved 
or not loved by God. “God's love is a pure and total gift, given equally to 
all.”   

God's Spirit is never limited to one vessel or package. Therefore, it is 
not contained only in one gender, sexual orientation, ability, color, race, 
ethnicity, or within the lines we draw and the boundaries we create. God's 
Spirit moves in and through the varied packages of human life. Diversity 
exists and no person or thing can alter that reality. How profoundly blessed 
is our world with its vast array of beautiful human vessels and all of 
creation’s varieties of creatures and environments.  

Richard Rohr said it beautifully when he wrote that, "Every living thing 
has its own creation song, its own language, and its own story. In order to 
live harmoniously with the rest of Creation, we must be willing to listen to 
and respect all of the harmonies that are moving around us……" 
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In his book, A New Christianity for a New World, John Spong writes,
“There is such a rich diversity of human life. In God who is the Ground of 
Being, who manifested that gift of being, there is neither tribe nor ethnicity, 
male nor female, gay nor straight, true believer nor heretic, Christian nor 
Jew, Muslim, Hindu, or Buddhist. There is only a God-filled humanity, 
wonderfully diverse, yearning to live, eager to love, daring to be, and 
wanting to journey in community into the wonder and mystery of the God 
who is Being itself."  

So, my friends, today we celebrate diversity and recognize it as a 
profound and beautiful expression of the variety of ways that God manifests 
God’s self in the world. Author and businessman Max de Pree said, “We 
need to give each other the space to grow, to be ourselves, to exercise our 
diversity. We need to give each other space so that we may both give and 
receive such beautiful things as ideas, openness, dignity, joy, healing, and 
inclusion.”           

We are the light in the never-ending shade of life when we stand in 
solidarity with diversity in the presence of love. Jesus said that love was the 
greatest commandment, and it is love that makes us into new beings 
connected to the hearts of one another. In this connection, there is no 
stranger, no alien, no outsider, outcast, or enemy. Love recognizes no 
distinctions, no boundaries, no barriers.  

“For the planet and for all living beings to move forward,” writes Rohr, 
“we can rely on nothing less than the inherent original goodness of a 
universally shared dignity." The survival of all Creation depends on the 
preservation of diversity. Each unique manifestation relies on the 
contribution of the other to the whole.  

None of us can stand alone. We need each other to dismantle the 
boundaries, walls, and lines of separation. As we live with each other in a 
world rich with diversity, “turning prejudice into acceptance, hate into love, 
divisiveness into wholeness, separation into trust, including rather than 
excluding,” we preserve the beauty of humanity and Creation.  

We hear the prophet’s voice, “I have not spoken my word in hiding, I 
have spoken my word before all creation to bind you as one people living in 
my promise of justice, my dreaming of your peace." 

In closing, Unitarian minister Rev. Jean Rowe reminds us that we 
have a calling in this world to honor diversity, respect difference with dignity, 
and challenge those who forbid it” and Winston Churchill said, "Diversity is 
the one true thing we all have in common... Celebrate it every day."   Amen
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