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Welcome & Introduction 

Good morning, and welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Aberfoyle Park. Welcome to those 
of you tuning in through our love-stream today. We’re a family of Jesus’ followers in the southern 

suburbs of Adelaide, SA. I’m Peter Steicke, a good friend of this community, assisting here today 
while Pastor Andy and Glenda are on extended leave. 
 
We begin this service as we begin every day, whether we’re aware of it or not, in God’s name, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
One of the first memories I have of learning to write is practising my signature. You young ones 
watching this, have you ever tried that? Perhaps it’s because we start so young that we have such 

fanciful signatures. It’s part of our identity, of who we are. 
 
When you get older, you have things like a driver’s license or a passport. These not only have your 
signature, but also your photo. It’s so that others know you are who you say you are.  

 
This is all about your identity. Your identity is who you really are. 
 

Identity is simply seeing yourself as Jesus sees you. And that’s our theme for today. 
 
Let’s clear the slate right early and confess together that we don’t always live out of the love of the 
Father. 

 
We begin our worship now in the name of this God, the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

 

Song 

Great is Thy Faithfulness  CCLI#18723 
 

Living Hope CCLI#7106807 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iDuMoA9lxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iDuMoA9lxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9f2FXxDVO6w
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Bible Reading 

Mark 10:46-52 
46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving 

the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside 
begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50 Throwing his cloak 
aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus 
asked him. 

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed 
you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road. 
 
 

 

Message 

Learning to define yourself through Jesus 
How do you describe or define yourself? How do you view or see yourself? It’s an interesting 
question, one that much of our modern society seems preoccupied with. 
Here are some of the ways people tend to define themselves today: 

 
Personality, and personality types. There are so many personality tests available, from Myer-
Briggs, DISC, and Enneagram through to Personality Plus, Wired That Way, and The Four 
Temperaments, along with the myriad in between. To be sure, these prove beneficial—to a 

marriage, in a work environment, or for understanding yourself—but are they source of our 
identity? 
 

Giftings and competencies. While everyone is gifted at something and most have become 
competent in a certain area, you usually find that many undersell themselves, constantly comparing 
themselves with others. Rather than being a source of identity, they often are the basis of deep-
seated insecurities. 

 
Character traits like looks, physique, health, intellect. The problem with basing an identity on any of 
these is that, like wealth and material possessions, they can be gone in an instant. We all age. 
Sadly, health challenges can rob us of both physical and mental attributes. As a source of identity, 

it’s pretty fickle. 
 
Place in the family. Siblings take great joy in picking out the character traits shaped by birth 
position in your family. At the same time, the solo child reflects on how their life was fashioned by a 

lack of siblings. While a person’s family positioning by birth may shape how they respond, it 
doesn’t determine who they really are. 
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How do you define yourself as a Christian? I know from personal experience that most people who 

are asked this question respond negatively. “I don’t have enough knowledge.” “I always seem to be 
struggling.” “Me? I’m just a sinner relying on God’s grace.” 
 
Let’s look at our bible reading for today to discover: 

 
3 factors about defining yourself through Jesus 
 

1. Surrender negative self-definitions 
 
A negative self-definition is one based on physical attributes, your occupation, status, wealth, etc. 
Basically, any of those traits we just investigated.  

 
We’re called to surrender them because they’re not helpful. They don’t last, and therefore they 
have no enduring foundation. Would you build a house on foundations that are going to erode? 
No. Yet many are building their identity on attributes that are shaky. 

 
Many people refer to the account in Mark 10:46-52 as “The healing of Blind Bartimaeus.” 
 
Have a look at that heading again, and see if you can discern what’s wrong with it. 

 
Now, to be fair, when Jesus healed the man, he certainly was blind. 
 

But forever and a day we refer to him as Blind Bartimaeus. 
 
Except that he’s not. He’s healed. He’s sighted. No cataracts, no macular degeneration, no short or 
longsightedness. He’s got twenty-twenty vision. 

 
It’s the same with Thomas in John 20. One question and statement and forever he’s referred to as 
Doubting Thomas. Yet when Jesus made a special guest appearance just for him and invited Thomas 
to place his hands on his wounds, Thomas didn’t need to. Instead, he cried out, “My Lord and my 

God!” What a confession of faith. What trust and belief. We should call him “Believing Thomas”. 
 
We do it with Bartimaeus, we do it with Thomas, and sadly, we do it with ourselves. Namely, we 
define ourselves by what we’re not. We see ourselves according to the worst of ourselves rather 

than through Jesus. This kills life and freedom in him. It has us stumbling through life with our eyes 
lowered rather than soaring through life in the release and empowerment Jesus brings. 
 
The call is to surrender this negative self-view. That means we both give it up and hand it over. 

 
“Jesus, I give to you the fact that I’ve been living as though I’m not forgiven when you have 
removed all my sin. I give to you the negative way I see myself when you say you love me just as I 

am.” 
 
Whatever attitude or outlook is negative and stifling, surrender it. Give it over to Jesus. 
 

2. Receive the gift of your true identity 
 



4 

By worldly standards, Bartimaeus didn’t have much going for him. In a day and age with poor 

health facilities, limited community aid programs, and no Medicare, people like Bartimaeus were on 
their own. That’s why the bible records him as a beggar. 
 
But he’d heard of Jesus. And now that Jesus is coming by, he takes his chance and yells out to him 

for help.  
 
Typical of someone with his physical condition and social status, the crowd ignore him. Their attitude 

says, “You don’t count. You’d don’t rate. Your identity is a nothing.” 
 
Not to be deterred, Bartimaeus cries out even louder. 
 

I love this. Your worldly status doesn’t stop you having access to the King of kings and the healer of 
all. 
 
While the world rejects Bartimaeus, Jesus does the opposite. 

“Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy 
on me!’ 49 Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here.’ And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you.’” (Mark 10:48-49) 
 

Jesus moves from the many to the few, from the crowd to the individual, from the smug to the 
humble, from the clean to the unclean. 
 

The crowd passes Bartimaeus by, their noise dulls his cry, their fervour at being seen close to Jesus 
shuts him out, yet Jesus says, “Call him here.”  
 
They are the sweetest words ever. 

 
Sweet grace to you and me also. To the tax department you might be 506-605-056. To Centrelink 
you might be S123456. To the Bank you may be known as 654321.  
 

But to the heavenly Father, you are his daughter, you are his son. You’re not just a number or a 
statistic. You are known. And your name is known in heaven. 
 
That’s the beauty of Jesus. He comes to individuals, fearful and enslaved, and through his death 

and resurrection, presents them before his Father as joint-heirs, dearly beloved, people who share 
the same Father. 
 
“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 

adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, 
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.” Romans 8:15-17 

 
Your identity—a son, a daughter of your heavenly Father—is given, never earned. It’s received, 
never strived for. 
 

“He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood 
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.” John 1:11-13 
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This, now, is your reality: “I am in Christ, Christ is in me, Christ died as me, Christ now lives through 

me.”  
 
There’s no room for a negative self-view there. Through the healing power of Jesus and the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the Father calls you, his child. Like any child, you’re not perfect. But 

that doesn’t stop you from being the daughter or son he declares you to be. 
 
What is your part in this? 

 

• Know your blindness 

• Ignore the crowd 

• Keep pressing in for that which is already yours 

• Don’t let anyone or anything tell you what you’re not 

 
3. Embrace the freedom and security that living out of your identity releases 
 
Divesting yourself of negativity and living in freedom, with your head held high, is a process, one 

that Jesus engages you in. 
 
In verse 51 Jesus asks Bartimaeus “What do you want me to do for you?” 
 

Have you ever wondered about that? Doesn’t it seem an obvious question to ask a blind person? 
 
Jesus is engaging Bartimaeus in his own healing.  
 

Likewise, Jesus works along with us. He offers himself to us rather than forces himself upon us. It’s 
part of the genius of God’s plan. Freedom to choose is what separates us from all other created 
beings. 

 
Jesus doesn’t primarily give us laws to conform to, a constitution to follow, hoops to jump through, or 
pre-conditions to meet. Rather, he gives us a freedom to embrace, a life to live, and a way to walk 
along. 

 
“Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well.’ Immediately he regained his sight and followed 
him on the way.” (Mark 10:52) 
 

He didn’t have to. But he knew where life and freedom are to be found, and he wanted to be 
walking in that, forever! 
 
Following Jesus on the way is a journey of discovery, freedom, and celebration. 

 
You discover the reality that your identity is caught up in Jesus, who he is, what he has done, the 
healing he brings, and the relentless love that has him loving you even when you’re blinded to the 

truth about yourself as child of the Father. 
 
You walk in the freedom of a person who can hold their head up high, secure in your sonship or 
daughtership, knowing it can’t be taken from you. As Jesus says in John 10:9, you “will come in and 

go out and find pasture”. 
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You celebrate your identity. As the father in Luke 15 showered gifts on his once-lost son—a ring, 

shoes, a coat, and a celebratory feast—so your Father celebrates you. This releases us to celebrate 
that which we truly are: fully sighted sons and daughters, who now follow him on the way.  Amen. 
 
 

Song 

Oceans (Where Feet May Fail)  CCLI#6428767 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Heavenly Father, Papa God, we confess that we haven’t always lived in the security of our identity 
as your daughters and sons. Many times we have compared ourselves with others. Many times we 
have equated our sense of self with what we have or what we do. Sometimes we think you’re with 

us when life is good and absent when life is bad. We’re sorry about this. As your dearly loved 
children, we live in your forgiveness. Assure us yet again that your faithful love and boundless 
grace is our constant. We receive afresh the truth that we are never more secure than when living in 
the reality of our identity as your sons and daughters. 

 
Through Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension, you are presented as holy and forgiven 
before the Father. You are not only given a clean heart, but a brand-new heart. Receive the joy of 
your salvation, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus that you know us so intimately and yet love us just as we are.  Help us to soar 

through life in the release and empowerment that only you can provide.  

o Thank you that our identity is not defined by how we see ourselves or how the world sees us.  

We are your sons, daughters and co-heirs in heaven.  Help us celebrate the freedom and 

forgiveness that is ours and to follow you with our heads held high and secure in the new 

identity we have in You. 

o We lift up our Call process to you and ask for your wisdom and guidance on our Call 

Committee and for the Pastor you are preparing for a call to Our Saviour.  We pray for our 

pre-call Meeting held this Sunday and for those who are leading it. 

o We pray for all who come to our Community Funfest Event on 31st October and for those who 

are involved on the day.  May all who come feel welcomed and accepted and may they 

experience joy and fun in being part of the day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6GGFb6LcX3U
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o We ask for your blessing on the safe arrival of Shoeboxes of Love we are sending overseas.  

May those who receive them be filled with joy, hope and encouragement. 

o We join churches across Australia as we pray for our nation to seek God. We pray for 

spiritual renewal and revival and for an end to the pandemic. We pray that people will 

repent and turn towards God.  

o We think of those countries and people also struggling with the added burden of civil unrest 

and natural disasters – flooding, fire, drought, earthquakes and volcanoes. We pray for God’s 

mercies for them.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your love and care for them and 

prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

Hear Our Praises CCLI#2543402 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=etEkgLbs5Ik
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