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Welcome & Introduction 

Good morning, and welcome to Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Aberfoyle Park. Welcome to those 
of you tuning in through our love-stream today. We’re a family of Jesus’ followers in the southern 

suburbs of Adelaide, SA. I’m Pastor Mike Pietsch, assisting here today while Pastor Andy and 
Glenda are on extended leave. 
 
I was speaking with someone during the week about our text for today, and they said that this 

Bible verse reminded them of a painful but beautiful day several years ago. It was the last 
Christmas she had with her grandpa. A little verbal scuffle went on before grandpa finally arrived 
at the pub. The question was who was going to sit next to grandpa at the table. Two grown-ups 
were arguing it out in a typical family debate as to who should sit next to grandpa. It took a 4-

year-old child to disarm the discussion saying: “Look mum, my name is here”, pointing at a 
placement card on the table, all the while looking at her mother. The 4-year-old child clearly 
exclaimed with a beaming smile on her face: “Is this where I sit, do I sit here mum?”  
 

The Bible says you have to have the faith of a child to inherit the kingdom of God, you don't earn it 
by good deeds or saying your prayers at church every day, or saying grace before a meal. But it 
has a lot to do with Grace. God’s Grace through Jesus says it doesn't matter where you sit at the 

table, but you are at the table. For the most part our life in this world is short, but our spiritual one 
keeps going for an eternity.  
 
So why on earth do we think we have to work to earn our place in heaven? It is an inheritance 

we're all given on the day we are baptised when we receive all the forgiveness we need through 
Jesus, his death and resurrection. This turns the world upside down. It doesn't really matter where 
we sit at God’s table, so long as we accept his welcome and invitation. So we will sit down together 
with Jesus and enjoy his “up-side-down-banquet” today as we share in Holy Communion and 

realise that it will be going on for a very long time: an eternity.  
 
Let's begin our worship now in the name of God, the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

and stand to sing. Amen. 
 

Song 

O Praise the Name CCLI#7117604 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LqBpifDpNKc
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Only A Holy God CCLI#7073332 
 
 

Bible Reading 

Mark 10:35-45 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to 

do for us whatever we ask.”36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They replied, 
“Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” 38 “You don’t know what you 
are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am 

baptized with?” 39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and 
be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 
grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 41 When the ten heard 
about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and 

said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For 
even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” 
 
 
 

Message 

Why do we run in the opposite direction to Jesus when he starts to talk about suffering and dying? 

In chapter nine of Mark’s Gospel, the disciples start to talk about who it’s the greatest immediately 
after Jesus has announced his forthcoming suffering and death. It is as though they are trying to shut 
their ears to what he has just said. And then in the next chapter of Mark, in our Gospel reading for 

today, Jesus again mentions that he will be handed over to the chief priests and the teachers of the 
law who will condemn him to death. They will then hand him over to the Romans who will mock 
Jesus, spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise from the dead. Immediately 
after Jesus has spoken about these horrific things that will occur to him, two of the disciples, James 

and John are asking to sit at each side of Jesus in his glory, at his victory table. They just seem to 
be wanting to skip over the central part of Jesus’ message.   
 
The diagram is called ‘Jesus pinnacle’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jxn_fu6rdCU
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Here we have the pinnacle of Mark’s Gospel which is Jesus’ statement that: “The Son of Man came 
not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” This whole section is 
enclosed between the opening of the eyes of two blind men. The first blind man’s eyes are opened 
only partially, before Jesus opens them fully. The eyes of the second blind man are opened fully 

and he immediately follows Jesus into Jerusalem to witness his grand entry on Palm Sunday. This is 
then followed by Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection. Through the eyes of these two blind men 
we discover the true identity of Jesus who is indeed our servant King who serves and ransoms all of 

us.  
 
Between these two blind men are three passion predictions of Jesus as he clearly lets his disciples 
know that he is going to suffer, die and be raised from the dead. The first of these occurs in 

between the two trumpet ‘blasts’ of this section. The first blast is Peter’s grand announcement that 
Jesus is the Messiah and the second blast is when Jesus goes up the Mount of Transfiguration and 
we see him in all of his shining glory with Moses and Elijah. Both of these majestic events affirm 
Jesus as God’s ultimate messenger. But sandwiched in between these trumpet blasts, Jesus speaks 

his first passion prediction that he is going to suffer and die. This is when Jesus rebukes Peter who 
tries to stop Jesus going to his predicted death! Jesus adds the explanation that: ‘whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and the Gospel will save it.’ After the 
next passion prediction Jesus points to the importance of little children in the kingdom of God, by 

contrast with the usual expectations of well venerated religious leaders. This is reinforced by the 
reversal of the status of the rich man who is called to give up all that is outwardly impressive in this 
world. After the third and final passion prediction, this reversal finally culminates in today’s Gospel 

lesson which has the disciples arguing over who is greatest in God’s kingdom. Jesus again pulls them 
up and tells them that whoever wants to be great amongst them must become a servant of others. 
And now here comes the ultimate punch line in 10:45 in which Jesus says: ‘For even the Son of Man 
did not come to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many’. This is the crucial 

verse in Mark’s Gospel. This is Mark’s Gospel in a nutshell. Here the world is turned on its head. 
Here our hierarchical, authoritarian structures are turned upside down. It is then that we have the 
opening of the eyes of the second blind man who follows Jesus into Jerusalem. With his eyes wide 
open he will witness and eventually understand the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus.                                          

 
In the Acts of the Apostles in 17:6 people exclaimed that ‘These Christians who have turned the 
world upside down have come here also.’ Here we have the great reversal when Jesus, the 
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perfectly loving Son of God, voluntarily takes on the guilt of you and me. What does it mean that 

Jesus is a ‘ransom for many? This is detailed extensively in Isaiah chapter 53 which foretells how the 
Messiah is to take the rap for all of us. Mark’s Gospel uses this high point to turn US upside down, 
to see the world from Jesus’ perspective. This is the point that Jesus has been leading us to 
throughout his ministry. This is his verbal pronouncement before he fleshes it out on the cross. Our 

Gospel reading for today is embedded in a special framework, like a diamond set in a filigree to 
help highlight it, as it dazzles and confronts us. This section is not just opening the physical eyes of 
the blind men but all of our eyes to see who Jesus really is and what he is on about. Jesus is 

showing us how he has turned the world upside down, a world in which the first will be last and the 
last first. And if we allow our eyes to be opened with the blind men, our world and our lives will 
also be turned upside down. In these words: ‘to give his life as a ransom’ we have Jesus as God 
and as our lover being willing to risk his life for us. This is either recklessness or the greatest 

example of love we can imagine: giving up all that you have for the sake of another person. 
Rationally speaking it is foolish, and if it is not done out of love for another person, then it is 
tempting God. But if it is the genuine selflessness of a mother who throws herself in front of a car to 
protect her son, or a soldier who runs through enemy fire in order to drag back a wounded mate, 

then these reckless actions reflect the love that we also see in Jesus. Jesus could have remained 
‘behind the fighting lines’ in heaven, but he has come down into the thick of it and out of love and 
compassion for us has laid his life on the line for every one of us here today. 
 

I was speaking with someone during the week about our text for today, and they said that this 
Bible verse reminded them of a painful but beautiful day several years ago. It was the last 
Christmas she had with her grandpa. A little verbal scuffle went on before grandpa finally arrived 

at the pub. The question was who was going to sit next to grandpa at the table. Two grown-ups 
were arguing it out in a typical family debate as to who should sit next to grandpa. It took a 4-
year-old child to disarm the discussion saying: “Look mum, my name is here”, pointing at a 
placement card on the table, all the while looking at her mother. The 4-year-old child clearly 

exclaimed with a beaming smile on her face: “Is this where I sit, do I sit here mum?” The Bible says 
you have to have the faith of a child to inherit the kingdom of God, you don't earn it by good 
deeds or saying your prayers at church every day, or saying grace before a meal. But it has a lot 
to do with Grace. God’s Grace through Jesus says it doesn't matter where you sit at the table, but 

you are at the table. For the most part our life in this world is short, but our spiritual one keeps 
going for an eternity. So why on earth do we think we have to work hard to earn our place in 
heaven? It is an inheritance we're given on the day we are baptised when we receive all the 
forgiveness we need through Jesus, his death and resurrection. It doesn't really matter where we sit 

at God’s table.  
 
Part of inheriting the kingdom of God also means that we are given a personal advisor, the Holy 
Spirit through whom God creates faith and speaks to us. That may be through a word from the 

Bible, a simple gesture from a Christian friend or a close family member, a gentle whisper or a gut 
feeling. So let’s sit down together and enjoy Jesus’ “up-side-down-banquet” today as we share in 
Holy Communion and realise that it will be going on for a very long time: an eternity. Thanks be to 

God.  Amen. 
 
 

Song 

With All I Am  CCLI#4257734 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYXJmnJCPG0
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Confession and Absolution 

Pastor: God has given us life, but we have not lived. We have been called to freedom and service, 

but we have found the burden heavy, the anxiety painful. In fear and pride we have turned from 
him to live in self-deceits and to serve other lords. We look the other way when Jesus invites us to 
follow him to the cross. May we commonly admit our wilfulness and weakness in denying God in our 
lives. 

  
Congregation:  Dear God, Father of all, you have made us to live in partnership with you and in 
loving responsibility to our fellow partners. But we have abused these partnerships. We have tried 

to run our lives and the world without you. We do not love you as we should, and prefer to trust our 
own ideas. Too often we are only interested in the other person for what we can get out of them 
and we do not see them as a person whom we can serve.  
Dear God, Jesus Christ, you have shown us what the Father is like. You have opened our eyes to 

see what it means to being genuinely human, trusting in your Father and turning in unconditional 
love to even the most insignificant person. Our love for you is often half-hearted.  
Dear God, Holy Spirit, without you we would live in the past. In you the Father and Son are made a 
present reality in our everyday lives and today’s world. But we have excluded you from our plans 

and hopes. We have not trusted in your power to create a new world for us and others today. 
Heal us then please Lord.  
  
Jesus says: ‘Be of good cheer, your sins are forgiven. Go and sin no more. Stand up, pick up your 

life and walk.’ Let’s share this peace with those around us. 
 

Prayers  

Prayer points to ponder: 

o Thank you Jesus for the selfless love and compassion you showed us by giving up your life so 

we could live as free and forgiven people and so we could have a place in heaven for 

eternity.   

o We lift up our Call process to you and ask for your wisdom and guidance on our Call 

Committee and for the Pastor you are preparing for a call to Our Saviour.  We pray for our 

pre-call Meeting held this Sunday and for those who are leading it. 

o We pray for all who come to our Community Funfest Event on 31st October and for those who 

are involved on the day.  May all who come feel welcomed and accepted and may they 

experience joy and fun in being part of the day. 

o We ask for your blessing on the safe arrival of Shoeboxes of Love we are sending overseas.  

May those who receive them be filled with joy, hope and encouragement. 
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o We join churches across Australia as we pray for our nation to seek God. We pray for 

spiritual renewal and revival and for an end to the pandemic. We pray that people will 

repent and turn towards God.  

o We think of those countries and people also struggling with the added burden of civil unrest 

and natural disasters – flooding, fire, drought, earthquakes and volcanoes. We pray for God’s 

mercies for them.  

o Be with those struggling with loneliness, depression, financial or health concerns. We pray 

especially for people in our own community. Remind them of your love and care for them and 

prompt each of us to reach out to those who need our support and friendship. 
The Lord's Prayer:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

 

Apostles' Creed  

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into hell, the 
third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of 
God, the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favour, and give you peace. Amen. 

 

Song 

He Shall Reign Forevermore CCLI#7050416 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5UXgs6nvGM
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