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Our Mission:   
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Pastor’s Message by Pastor Greg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The One Who Bounces the Last Cheque Wins 

When we think about Jesus' teachings, parables, sermons and prayers, we assume that Jesus spent most of 

his time talking about God and love and salvation. It may be hard to believe, but He did not! The two subjects 

that Jesus focused on the most often?  

1) The kingdom of God and;  

2) Money.  

When Jesus told the rich man to give away all he had (Mark 10:17-31), he was simply speeding up the 

process that each of us must go through in our lives. We have no choice but to give it all away. Unfortunately, 

the prevailing economic attitude is nicely summed up in the consumerist bumper sticker that states, "The one 

who dies with the most toys wins." Yet, none of our "toys" are coming with us. The only choice we have in this 

matter is deciding to whom we shall give the things in our lives.  

Jesus stipulated that the rich man in today's story should give all he had "to the poor." The trouble with this 

tale when told today is that few of us would identify ourselves as members of "the rich." Jesus' admonition to 

the rich man to give it all away was not just to certain "rich" people. Jesus requires us all to give it all away. 

Giving to "the poor" means giving in a way that makes a difference to those in need. Our giving should be done 

in such a way that it glorifies God by changing others' lives for the better! 

Media mogul Bob Buford, who invested his fortune in the founding of the enormously influential Leadership  

Network, encapsulated his whole philosophy of giving with one line: "I want to bounce my last cheque”            

Responding gleefully to Jesus' reminder that we aren't taking it with us so we'd better decide where it's going; 

Buford believes that dying penniless is the point, not the problem. To Buford (who matched the total 

contributions of his employees to local churches) "bouncing his last cheque" symbolizes that he has 

successfully passed along all the good gifts he has received from God. 

Remember the first time you made or bought all the Christmas presents for your parents and siblings by 

yourself? Remember how good it felt to know you had been able to give them something? That is the kind of 

childlike delight Jesus wants us to feel every day. Once you start giving things away and experiencing that joy, 

one of the greatest gifts you will receive is discovering how much more "disposable income" you have than you 

thought. 



Pastor’s Message (continued) 

We all must give it all away. We have no choice. The question of life is when and to whom. 

This year our stewardship focus will be “Together For Joy.” It is based on a portion of Psalm 98 which says: 

“Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.” 

With an ever changing world we are constantly “singing” new songs. It is exciting and nerve-racking at the same 

time. The comfort we have is knowing that the God of the Universe is with us through all the changes. We look 

forward to the marvelous things he will do in the year to come. 

 

Live in His Love,          

Pastor Greg 

 

 

The Rodney Dangerfield Books of the Bible 

The next Bible study series will be on books in the Bible that don’t get a lot of respect. These are books that are 

rarely referenced, but have so much good material they need not be neglected. The studies will begin on 

Thursday, November 18 at 10:00 am. At this time, they will only be offered via zoom. We will be posting them on 

our Facebook page each week if you are unable to attend on Thursday mornings. Here are the books we will be 

giving their proper RESPECT. 

 

Philemon 

Jude 

2 John 

3 John 

Obadiah 

Nahum 

Haggai 

Zephaniah 

Joel 

Jonah 

Please call 403-615-9317 or email office2@oursaviourchurch.ca to register. 

Bible Study 
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Board Report by Nick Perchthaler 

Greetings to everyone and the Board continues to pray that all of you and your families are healthy.  

 

It is hard to believe that Halloween is here already. During October, we continued to have a consistent turnout 

for the in-church services. On Thanksgiving Sunday, we had 45 people in attendance. That is the most we have 

had during the pandemic. And of course, the online services continue as well. The Risk Management Committee 

continued to recommend to the Board that we keep our existing protocols in place for November. That includes 

postponing VBS and our church celebration. These activities will not take place until the new year. The Board 

accepted this recommendation. There will be only one change made. We do not require everyone to complete a 

waiver form each week any more. Instead, when you enter the church, you will need to sign a form 

acknowledging that you are in compliance with the waiver form. That will save a lot of paper.  

 

October also saw Pastor Greg take a well deserved two week break as he continues to recover from the effects 

of Covid-19.  

 

On the Financial side we are doing ok. Where we still have two months to go, we should be able to finish the 

year in a positive position. The two main reasons are that we have benefitted from the Canadian Emergency 

Wage Subsidy and from not spending budgeted items, such as hiring a Youth Minister. Without the Wage 

Subsidy we would be very close to a balanced budget year to date. In November the Board and the Treasurer 

will start the budget process for 2022. Please also remember that November is Stewardship month. There will 

be more details coming on this topic.  

 

We continue to live stream the services from the Sanctuary and continue to Broadcast over FM 100.5 station at 

our 10:00 am service. If there are comments on the live stream or FM please contact Mike by email at 

lcos.yyc.media@gmail.com. We also continue to provide a YouTube recording of the services when completed on 

Sunday afternoon. Since we are live streaming, we will be able to conduct virtual communion, so please be 

prepared with your own elements (bread and wine/juice) for that part of the service on the first and third 

Sundays of the month. 

 

And the Board continues to acknowledge all staff and volunteers at LCOS who continue to support the 

congregation and all church activities during the pandemic. That has allowed us to continue with weekly 

services and communicate with all congregational members in a safe manner. Thank you volunteers! 

And being able to continue with having Live music is a blessing. 

 

If you require any assistance with operational issues, please contact Pastor Greg at 403-464-8254. 

 

The Board continues to work on behalf of the Congregation to ensure that LCOS is a safe place where we can 

grow according to our Mission “We are an inviting and growing Christian presence, with a passion for living and 

sharing Jesus Christ” and our Vision “To be a Christ-centered community that equips disciples to make 

disciples”.  If you have any questions or comments regarding Board activities, please feel free to contact Nick 

Perchthaler at nperchthaler@shaw.ca or via phone at 587-437-8511. 

 

Stay safe everyone. 

Nick Perchthaler 

Board Chair 
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Submitted by Cliff Blumhagen, Financial Secretary 

  

If you wish to contribute to the church, the following are options for giving: 

 

Interac e-transfer: 

Donations are made to email address: donate@oursaviourchurch.ca. This is set up to transfer automatically 

without a password.  

 

PAR Program Giving: 

The Pre-Authorized Remittance program (PAR) gives the option to give monthly directly from a bank or credit 

union account. If you sign up by November 01, your monthly donation would begin November 20. Please 

contact the Financial Secretary Cliff Blumhagen (403-936-0419 or blumhagencg@gmail.com) to get a PAR sign 

up form. 

 

Cheque: 

You can mail or bring a cheque to the church. However, bank trips are limited at this time and it may take 

several weeks until cheques are deposited at the bank. 

 

Online Giving (via credit or debit card **): 

Donations are made via the following secure link: https://onrealm.org/LutheranChurchofOurSaviour/give/now.  

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code 

on the back of a credit card. ** 

 

Text Giving (via credit or debit card**): 

Donations are made by texting LCOSGive to 73256 followed by the donation amount.  

**NOTE: to give via debit card, the card must have a CVV code (on the back of the card). This is like the code 

on the back of a credit card. ** 

 

If you indicated you require a set of 2022 offering envelopes, they will be distributed as follows: 

To those who receive hand delivery of ‘The Vine’ 

Envelopes will be distributed with ‘The Vine’ in late November 

To all others 

Envelopes will be available at the church in mid-December 

 

Many of you who are giving via online methods have indicated you do not require 2022 offering envelopes. If 

you indicated you don’t require a set of envelopes, you will not be assigned one. 

 

As well, if you are signed up for the PAR program you will not be assigned a set of envelopes 

 

** NOTE: If you are do require a set of offering envelopes and have not informed Cliff earlier in 2021,  please 

contact Cliff at blumhagencg@gmail.com or 403-936-0419. ** 

 

 

 

 

November Designated Giving… 

 

In November, please consider the following: 

a donation of non-perishable food items or cash to the Veteran’s Food Bank 

a donation of new and gently used winter clothing for ladies and children for the Brenda Strafford Centre  



Together For Joy 

 

The annual stewardship program for this year will be 'Together For Joy'.  

 

It is based on Psalm 98 (NIV): 

 

"Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things…". 

 

We will spend four weeks exploring the history of difficulties facing 

God’s people in past times, how they found new ways to sing to God, 

new ways to stay together as a community and new ways to praise 

God. 

 

This program will encourage us to share our treasure and invest in 

our mission as a church as a community of new songs, new ways of 

singing and new ways of being God’s church in God’s world. 

 

The program will begin on Sunday, October 31 and will be presented 

over a four week period leading to Stewardship Sunday which will be 

on Christ the King Sunday, November 21, 2021. 

 

On Stewardship Sunday each giver / household will be asked to   consider their blessings and voluntarily make a 

response to share our treasure. We look forward to your participation as we explore our calling to be generous in 

supporting God’s church. 

Financial Secretary Report (continued) 



 

Flock Care Ministry submitted by Janice Hawkings 

 

      Meal Train 

      We have been trying out a program called Meal Train, which is 

an app that helps organize meals for a friend after a birth, 

surgery or illness.  A shared meal train calendar can eliminate 

confusion and increase support for a friend in need. We have 

sent these calendars out a couple of times, so some of you 

have seen it.  Our Flock Care group is not big enough to do this 

alone, so we are hoping to compile a list of people who are 

willing to be a part of this ministry. By putting yourself on the 

distribution list you are not committing yourself until you 

actually sign up for a particular day.  You are in control of what 

you are able to do, and when. The recipient families have been 

very grateful and say it has been a blessing for them and reduced the stress at a stressful time. I believe 

that a homemade meal is a gift of love.  

 

      If you would like to be on the distribution list please contact Kari Paul or Janice Hawkings by emailing 

office2@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

 

 

       Prayer Shawls 

       We are in need of knitters or crochet people to make prayer 

 shawls. If you are not quite confident in your abilities we have      

 a couple of people that can give you some help. There are 

 examples of patterns available.  At the moment we have only        

 one person making shawls. 

 

        

  

 Would you be interested in being a part          

of the Flock Care Ministry?  

 We are looking for new  volunteers  to join    

this ministry. If you would like to discuss     

your thoughts or you have questions,       

please contact Janice. 
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It’s that wonderful giving time of the year again! Time when we get to                                                     

share the love of Jesus through shoebox gifts for needy children around                                                      

the world. The covid pandemic has presented desperate needs for even                                                         

basic items. Children and their families need to know they are remembered.                                                   

 

Donations for the shoeboxes will be gratefully received by dropping them off at the church       

either on Sunday mornings or by making arrangements with Wendy, Judy, Terrylee or Jaqui.  

 

The Operation Christmas Child - Samaritan's Purse Canada website provides detailed              

information regarding suggested donations and restrictions. 

 

Small balls, skipping ropes, and pencil crayons are highly prized items. We would also like to  

include washable, cloth face masks in each kit to help eliminate covid-19 throughout the world. 

We do have fabric available at the church if anyone would like to sew some masks at home. 

Please consider donations of masks for a range of ages. Our goal this year is 300 boxes.   

 

With restrictions in mind to keep everyone safe we will have 3 mini evening workbees to sort 

and then pack the boxes. You can volunteer by emailing office2@oursaviourchurch.ca. Kindly 

indicate if you are interested in one of the following tasks. 

 

1. Making sewing kits and pencil bags    

2. Packing boxes 

3. Set up and tear down 

 

With our gratitude and encouragement,  

 

Jaqui Anderson   

Terrylee Mckay   

Wendy Mihaichuk    

Judy McDonald     

   

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes submitted by Jaqui Anderson 
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Veterans Food Drive 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

 

 

 

Donations will be gladly accepted for our    

Veterans Food Drive during the month of     

November. Non perishable food items can   

be left at the church on Sunday mornings     

or arrangements can be made to receive 

them by calling  403-615-9317 or                   

emailing  office2@oursaviourchurch.ca. 

Question related to the Brenda Strafford Centre can          

be directed to Judy or Annabel . 
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      Bishop’s Message by Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2021 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 

 

Dear Beloved of God -  

 

The Sabbath pattern - six days of work, followed by one of rest - is woven deep into the fabric of the Bible - it is 

seen, fundamentally, as a gift! The root word means to cease, to desist. The idea is not that of relaxation or 

refreshment, but cessation from activity. The first story of Hebrew and Christian Scriptures climaxes on the 

seventh day, the first time there was a seventh day. Having created everything, God rests, and blesses this day, 

and makes it holy. 

Later, God teaches the people of Israel to share in the blessing of this day (Exodus 16). After bringing them out of 

Egyptian slavery into the wilderness, God sends them manna, commanding them to gather enough each morning 

for that day’s food alone. Mistrusting, they gather more than they need, but it rots. On the sixth day, however, 

they are told to gather enough to last for two days. Miraculously, the extra does not rot, and those mistrustful 

ones who go out on the seventh morning to gather more food find none. God is teaching them, through their own 

hunger and nature’s provisions, to keep the Sabbath, even before Moses receives the commandments on Sinai. 

When those commandments come, the Sabbath commandment is the longest and, in some ways, the most 

puzzling. Unlike any of the others, it takes quite different forms in the two passages where the Ten 

Commandments appear (Exodus 20:8-11 and Deuteronomy 5:12-15). Both versions require the same behavior - 

work on six days, rest on one - but each gives a different reason. What is wonderful is that each reason 

(remembering and observing) arises from a fundamental truth about God’s relationship to humanity. Together, 

these two renderings of the Sabbath commandment summarize the most fundamental stories and beliefs of the 

Scriptures: creation and exodus, humanity in God’s image and a people liberated from captivity. In both 

remembering and observing, the Sabbath is understood to be gift. 

The Christian community continued to treasure the Sabbath commandment, along with the other nine 

commandments from Sinai.  They also came to believe that its meaning had changed with the new creation God 

began with Christ’s death and resurrection.  The holy day from now on, therefore, was not the seventh but the 

eighth, the day on which the future burst into the present. 

As you know, at its September 2021 meeting Synod Council approved my proposal for a sabbatical leave, 

October 25, 2021 through January 24, 2022 with a few days of holiday preceding the sabbatical and a few days 

of holiday following the sabbatical.  In effect I will be away October 20, 2021 through January 27, 2022…for a 

time of remembering and of observing.  



      Bishop’s Message (continued)  

 

 

Those who have served recently on Synod Council will recall that during the March 2020 Bishop’s Performance 

Review I was encouraged by Council to consider taking a sabbatical beginning early winter 2020.  However, 

given the reality of the Covid pandemic, the upcoming 2020 Synod Convention and the reality of planning for an 

on-line event, and the anticipated hiring of synod staff, Office Administrator, in the summer of 2020, I 

determined to set aside this encouragement.   

I thank the Synod Council, and you, the Synod of Alberta and the Territories, for this gift, and I invite your 

prayers for The Rev. Prema Samuel, Assistant to the Bishop for Congregational Life, who will serve as 

Commissary while I am away; Marla Berg, Office Administrator; and other synod staff; Synod Officers – Deacon 

Karen Wedman, Keith Scheidt and Paul Ellison; and the Area Deans: The Revs. Jeff Decelle, Kevin Powell, 

Julianna Wehrfritz-Hanson, Matthew Lyseng and Trish Schmermund. 

I also welcome your prayers for Cathy and me during this time of sabbatical. 

Know that I will continue to uphold you in prayer. 

And, as I have shared before, and will continue to do so: Beloved of God, as people of faith, continue to be 

humble and gentle with one another.  Honour each other.  Make space for lament.  Welcome moments of joy.  

Help each other live into hope.  Learn from this journey in the coronavirus wilderness and let the learning lead 

us forward.  Trust that God is at work in this time and look for the new things God is doing even now. 

 

In Christ Jesus –  

Shalom, 

+Larry 

 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 15:13 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

4 
 

5 

 

6 

 

7   Communion 
 
10:00 am 
 

In-Church Worship 
(registration required) 
Drive-In Worship Service 
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 
 

8 

 

9 10 
 

7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

11 

Remembrance 

Day 

 

12 

 

13 

14  

 
10:00 am 
 

In-Church Worship 
(registration required) 
Drive-In Worship Service 
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 
 
 

15 

 

16 

 

7:00 pm  
Board Meeting 

17 

 

7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

18 

 

10:00  am                  
Bible Study 

19 

 

 

20 

21 Communion 
 
10:00 am 
 

In-Church Worship 
(registration required) 
Drive-In Worship Service 
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 
 

22 

December 
Vine 
Submission 
Deadline 

23 
 

 

 

 

24 
 
7:00 pm   Al-Anon 

 

 

25 

10:00  am                  
Bible Study 

 

 

26 
 
 

27 

 

28 

 

10:00 am 
 

In-Church Worship 
(registration required) 
Drive-In Worship Service 
Live Stream Service 
YouTube Service 
 

 

29 

 

30 
 
 

    

       


