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In 2020, the absence of a fall banquet 

meant not sharing in person. Many 

of you visited our website to hear 

staff messages and client stories.  

Though we cannot gather in person, 

we will once again bring the stories 

to you. When you gather four or 

more friends or family to watch 

the autumn campaign, we will deliver 

dessert from a local patisserie.  

Spoiler alert...Changed lives!!! 

Dessert Dash  

Who: You & your guests. 

What: Great stories with  

delicious desserts. 

Where: Your home. 

When: October 29, 2021 

Why: To continue to be a  

lifeline for vulnerable,  

pregnant, and abused women. 

Please RSVP by October 27 to  

Isabel at 604-525-0999 or to 

Isabel@christianadvocacy.ca 

to arrange dessert delivery.  

To view online, please visit:  

christianadvocacy.ca/

autumn2021 

 

Our CAS charity has helped nearly 20,000 women and their families over the past 32 years. This labour of love has been 

fueled by your prayers, service, resources, and gifts. You have made a difference in the lives of vulnerable women and men.  

 Here are a few examples of recent clients we have offered support to in our centres: 

 Young Indigenous woman, overcoming childhood trauma, now pregnant with 

her third child, seeking a safe place to live.  

 International student at the end of her schooling, just learning she is  

pregnant. Her boyfriend has abandoned her. Despite the obstacles, she has  

decided to continue her pregnancy.    

 A young woman coming out of sex trafficking, pregnant, and seeking help to prepare for her baby.   

 A teenage client who, after pressure from her boyfriend, had an abortion. Now pregnant again, she sought options  

counselling and planned to give birth. Sadly, she has miscarried. 

Thank you for staying on track with us through these difficult times. Our clients appreciate the support, and so do we! 

$25,000 Matching Grant Opportunity 

This special offer of a “Dessert Dash” is available for one evening, October 29.   

The matching grant campaign, however, will be online October 22 - November 15.  

If you are able to consider a donation, we will be most grateful. All new financial gifts until 

November 12 will be doubled. This matching opportunity has been provided by the  

kindness of several donors. Perhaps we can raise the entire matching funds! 

A Sweet Match 

The Ones You Help 

“Being heard is so close to 

being loved that for the aver-

age person, they are almost  

indistinguishable.”  
- David W. Augsburger 



  New & Exciting Developments          Fall 2021 

The current use of technology, especially mobile devices, has changed a great deal since OnlineCare began 12 years ago. To 

continue to provide crisis pregnancy and post abortion grief support to clients who do not have centres in their community, 

or who are not yet ready to receive in-person support, we needed to do an OnlineCare upgrade.   

As you may recall, we launched a new OnlineCare website in April 2020 to meet changing digital trends. The original online 

peer counselling system (not upgraded in 2020), was not developed for mobile device access nor was the software able to be 

upgraded. We are thankful that, through the generosity of Power to Change Digital Strategies, we have been able to  

transition OnlineCare to a new messaging-based system.    

After customization and testing, the new system went live on August 11, 2021. The results have been encouraging! In the 

first six weeks that the new system was active, our team responded to three times the number of clients as the same time 

period prior on the original peer counsellor system! Our partnership with Power to Change (P2C) gives us the opportunity to 

receive clients internationally who reach out on P2C platforms with unexpected pregnancy or post abortion concerns.    

Lynette Olfert, a former volunteer of CPC Vancouver, an OnlineCare peer counsellor of 8 years, and current  

Interim Program Director, came as a natural fit to lead OnlineCare. Her years of volunteer experience coupled 

with professional training in computer software and project engineering have moved OnlineCare into a new 

era. Program Director, Kelsey Short, began the upgrade process, before taking maternity leave in April 2021. 

“When I left CPC Vancouver to return to the workplace in 2012, OnlineCare was a perfect way 

for me to serve in crisis pregnancy ministry from home. Given how most of us hop online when 

we are looking for information or resources, including in times of crisis, I see the need 

for OnlineCare continuing to grow.” - Lynette  

And more good news - with this increase in online clients, we are now preparing to train OnlineCare peer counsellors on our 

new system and using a new training site. The new training platform will be launched in October. 

On a personal note, I have been encouraged as I now receive client messages almost daily and most conversations are  

extending to multiple messages back and forth. Recently, my heart has broken with one client who, despite her hesitation 

and because of circumstances, proceeded with an abortion and now has shared her grief with me. I have rejoiced over  

another client who first came online to share that she felt she had no choice but to terminate the pregnancy, but found the 

courage to continue. Each person who connects with OnlineCare has a difficult story and it is a privilege to walk  

alongside them, to listen, to pray, and to provide hope.  



A Place Called Home 

While there are some options in our community for emergency housing, the majority are suited to women with  

addictions. There is a significant gap in meeting the housing needs of single, expectant mothers. For our charity, this 

raised the question of whether it is our role to provide maternity housing for the women who seek help at our  

Vancouver centre. A short community assessment conducted by CPC Vancouver Program Director, Celeste MacInnes, 

involving 8 agencies answered that question with resounding affirmation. This was not a surprise.  

Our role in the community places us in a position to respond to the need. Our experience with Burnaby Safe House, a 

home birthed out of the recognized needs of abused and pregnant women in the Burnaby and New Westminster area, 

fuels our belief that yes, we have the potential to provide a solution.  

While exploring this opportunity, a generous offer has come in. A foundation has caught the vision for a maternity 

home and offered to purchase a house in the Vancouver area for our charity, as an extension to the services that we 

provide to women facing an unexpected pregnancy.  

We are inviting you to join us in providing a safe home for vulnerable pregnant women in Vancouver. We are  

envisioning a home that could house approximately 4 women as well as a house mother/caregiver. Our annual costs 

would increase by about $65,000 (possibly more dependent on location and property taxes).  

  New & Exciting Developments          Fall 2021 

One of the most basic human needs is for a home. A home is the place where 

you eat, drink, sleep, relate, socialize, and sleep. It is a place for relationship 

building and growth. A home satisfies our need for safety, security,  

belonging, and connectedness.  

Women facing an unexpected pregnancy need a place called home.   

As a community, we have seen the cost of housing rise exponentially and the 

availability of rental accommodation become scarce. Waitlists for subsidized 

housing are often years long. For many of our clients, finding stable housing  

is a challenge and a burden that is borne alone.  

CPC Vancouver has served nine women this past year who were either  

homeless, in a shelter, or in unstable housing situations. Their primary need 

for bringing a baby into a safe and healthy environment is appropriate  

housing solutions. In May 2021 alone, five clients were facing homelessness, 

four of those in abuse situations.  

Would you like to get behind this growing opportunity?   

At Christmas, we will open the opportunity for donors to financially sponsor the furnishings   
of individual rooms. A short campaign for covering renovations will follow upon purchase. 

If you would like to donate now towards costs, please go to christianadvocacy.ca/donate 
and select Vancouver Home.  

It’s all very exciting. The incredible possibility of opening a home for single, abused, and vulnerable pregnant women in  
Vancouver, hopefully close to CPC Vancouver, has the potential to be realized. 

Please feel free to email info@christianadvocacy.ca if you have further questions, ideas, or comments. 

mailto:info@christianadvocacy.ca
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Update on Vandalism 

This summer, CPC Vancouver was 

vandalized, the second time in 3 

years. Many of you responded with 

financial gifts that assisted us in  

covering glass and sign costs.  

Thank you.   

CPC Burnaby is seeking a part-time Client Services Coordinator. 

The CSC will supervise volunteers, coordinate client services, and 

provide peer support for clients. 

 For more info on this position, please visit News & Events at  

christianadvocacy.ca. 

Support Network (RVSN) as Intake Worker more than 20 years ago and  

continued that role while on staff. Many, many women have been helped by 

the compassionate, protective, and motherly stance she has taken in their lives.  

Without a banquet this year, we cannot properly celebrate her days of  

faithful service with you. To view a celebration of her CAS years in pictures, 

please visit christianadvocacy.ca/autumn2021. 

No one will replace our friend Merle. She wouldn’t allow it. Neither would we. 

In August, PACS held a grief recovery 

retreat called Rachel’s Vineyard. The 

goal - help individuals find hope and 

healing in their grief after abortion.   

“I was initially reluctant and even 

afraid to attend. Through this  

experience I have come to terms with 

the abortion of my daughter ‘Lilly’ and  

my pain.” – Male participant 

Michele joined our Burnaby team as Client Services Director 

this September. She has extensive experience in church  

ministry in the UK & Canada, including collaborating  

between churches, crisis pregnancy centres, and womens’ 

shelters to organize support for women and families.  

Recently, she pastored a small congregation in Toronto. 

Michele has a Master in Theological Studies.  

Her diverse background and leadership experience led us to 

hire her temporarily in Client Services, with the future  

position of CPC Burnaby Program Director in mind. We look 

forward to seeing the impact she will have on our  

Burnaby CPC and Safe House.  

Merle is retiring. Something to do with gardening or aging.  

We will miss her. Though her last day is December 17, she 

will slow down to part-time in November. I don’t know if one 

can use the words slow down and Merle in the same  

sentence. If you know her, or have seen her drive for that 

matter, you will know what I mean.   

Merle has given leadership to CPC Burnaby and BSH for 14 

years. She assumed a volunteer role with the Rape Victims  

Celebrating Merle Baker 

PACS, CPC Vancouver and, CPC Burnaby seek compassionate  

individuals to serve as volunteers. For more info, please call  

604-731-1122 (Vancouver) or  604-525-0999 (Burnaby). 

Rachel’s Vineyard 

Welcome Michele Taylor 


