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Starting something new can bring excitement.  Think about the feeling you have when you 

start a home renovation project.  You imagine finally getting more space or modernizing those 

cabinets.   Think about starting a new term at school.  You look forward to progressing in your 

education and meeting new people.  Think about the excitement of starting a new relationship.  

You can’t get enough of the other person and you spend most of your day excited and singing.  

Or you start a new job and are thankful for the pay and opportunity.  Starting something new can 

bring excitement.  

 Yet seeing something through can bring challenges. The exciting home renovation project 

uncovers some other problem.  Suddenly the project will take longer and cost more than planned.  

You’re two thirds of the way into a new school term.   Final exams, papers and projects bog you 

down.  Your new relationship still excites you.  Yet you’ve noticed a couple areas of tension 

between you and your partner.  You wonder how you will address these.  You’re a few months 

into your new job.  You discover a difficult person to work with or a supervisor with some unrealistic 

expectations.  You wonder how long you actually can work at this job.   

 Starting something new can bring excitement.  Seeing it through to can bring challenges.   

This same also applies to our Christian lives and the good works God calls us to do.  When we 

come to Christ, most start with excitement, marveling at God’s great work of salvation and mercy 

towards us.  Yet the Christian life contains joys and sorrow.  It is often hard to persevere.  The 

same applies to the good works God calls us to like marriage, parenting, or living a God honoring 

life in all we do.  We start with great excitement but then encounter obstacles and opposition along 

the way.   

 So how can we keep going in our Christian lives and in God’s good works?  Well it helps 

if we know some of the challenges we might face.  So we can prepare and keep going through 

them. Because finishing a good work or persevering to the end brings deep satisfaction. Today, 

we’re going to discover some challenges.  I’m calling them minefields.  These threatened to stop 



  

Nehemiah from completing the work God gave him to do.  But we will also see how God helped 

Nehemiah to keep going.  I’ve prayed that God will encourage you today.  I pray He reveals if any 

of these landmines have hindered you.  I also pray He will encourage and strengthen you to keep 

going or take the next step on His work in your life.  So please find Nehemiah 6.   

Nehemiah 6 (ESV) 

6 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies 
heard that I had built the wall and that there was no breach left in it (although up to that 
time I had not set up the doors in the gates), 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, 
“Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of Ono.” But they intended to 
do me harm. 3 And I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work and I 
cannot come down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and come down to 
you?” 4 And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the same 
manner. 5 In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open 
letter in his hand. 6 In it was written, “It is reported among the nations, and Geshem also 
says it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building the wall. And 
according to these reports you wish to become their king. 7 And you have also set up 
prophets to proclaim concerning you in Jerusalem, ‘There is a king in Judah.’ And now 
the king will hear of these reports. So now come and let us take counsel together.” 8 Then 
I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say have been done, for you are inventing 
them out of your own mind.” 9 For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands 
will drop from the work, and it will not be done.” But now, O God, strengthen my hands. 

10 Now when I went into the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of Mehetabel, who 
was confined to his home, he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the 
temple. Let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are 
coming to kill you by night.” 11 But I said, “Should such a man as I run away? And what 
man such as I could go into the temple and live? I will not go in.” 12 And I understood and 
saw that God had not sent him, but he had pronounced the prophecy against me 
because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 For this purpose he was hired, that I 
should be afraid and act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in 
order to taunt me. 14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these 
things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who 
wanted to make me afraid. 

15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty-two 
days. 16 And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were afraid and 
fell greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had been accomplished 
with the help of our God. 17 Moreover, in those days the nobles of Judah sent many 
letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters came to them. 18 For many in Judah were bound by 
oath to him, because he was the son-in-law of Shecaniah the son of Arah: and his son 
Jehohanan had taken the daughter of Meshullam the son of Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also 
they spoke of his good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him. And Tobiah 
sent letters to make me afraid. 

 
 Nehemiah was the Jewish governor of Judah, a province in the Persian Empire.   He 

returned to Jerusalem from Persia, when he received news that the city had broken down walls 



  

and gates.  He calls on the people to join him in rebuilding.  Many support the project with great 

enthusiasm.  By chapter 4, they have already built the wall to half its height.   

 Yet Nehemiah has endured external opposition from surrounding governors.  They don’t 

want to see Jerusalem gain any strength.  So they make a variety of attempts to stop the work.  

The people persevere in facing this threat.  Yet last week we learned of serious division within the 

community.  Wealthier Jews took advantage of common Jews.  Nehemiah has to confront those 

committing this injustice and stop the oppression.     

 Now the work nears completion according to verse 1.  The wall is completely rebuilt 

surrounding the city.  No break or gap remains.  However, the doors had not yet been set in the 

gates.  The opponents hear about the work nearing completion.  So they make a determined effort 

to stop it before it’s too late.  This time they aim directly at Nehemiah.  Here we discover minefields 

that can hinder our continuing walk with Christ and the good work God has entrusted to us.   

What minefields can prevent us from continuing on and/or competing God’s work?    

Minefield 1 – Distraction. (6:1-4). Nehemiah’s opponents invite him to a meeting some 

distance away from Jerusalem.  They don’t tell him the meeting’s purpose.  It could be for a good 

reason.  Yet, it will take Nehemiah a fair distance away from Jerusalem. This removes him from 

overseeing the rebuilding.  Nehemiah suspects a sinister purpose for the meeting.  At the end of 

verse 2 he states, “But they intended to do me harm.”    

So he refuses their invitation on account of the work.   They invite him again.  He refuses with 

the same reason.  They invite him a third time.  He refuses.  And a fourth time.  He refuses again.  

Each invitation required Nehemiah to think through whether or not to attend.  Each invite 

distracted him from his work for a short while.   

Yet it had potential to distract him completely.  Imagine if he went and they detained him for 

days.  Even if he went, met and came back, it would take energy and time away from Nehemiah’s 

focus.  Though seemingly harmless, the invitations could derail the project.   

Distractions can derail us in our walk with God.  Every notification from your phone can 

potentially distract us from God.  They can lead us on a rabbit trail far away from God’s work.  The 



  

pursuit of recreation can distract us. We allow nothing to prevent us from going to the game, going 

on the trip, watching the movie even if someone is in need. 

So how did Nehemiah avoid the minefield of distraction?  Response 1 - He kept focused on 

the work God had for him to do.  He repeatedly said no to the invitation.  We may need to take 

greater care before accepting invitations that may distract us from the most important.  We may 

need to address our fear of missing out on something if we don’t accept.  Sometimes we need to 

say no because we need to sleep for our jobs; we need to spend time with our significant other; 

kids, family; we need to give that time for ministry.   The minefield of distraction repeatedly shows 

up on our life’s journey.  Yet we can avoid it with determined focus on the Lord.   

Then comes another minefield.  The first minefield seems innocent and non-threatening at 

first glance.  The second contains at direct attack.  Minefield 2 – False Accusations. 6:5-9. After 

Nehemiah refuses his opponent’s fourth invitation to meet, they send another invitation.  But this 

one is different. Sanballat sends an open letter to Nehemiah.  So the messenger would travel to 

Jerusalem. At every town or checkpoint along the way, he would have to explain his business.  

Instead of just saying, “I have a letter from Sanballat to Nehemiah,” he would say, “I have an open 

letter.”  That meant it was unsealed and open to reading by everyone.  So town officials and 

checkpoint guards could ask the messenger to read the letter.   

It contained accusations that Nehemiah rebuilt the wall to rebel against the Persian king.  This 

news could spread like wildfire.  The empire would certainly respond with force to rumors of 

rebellion.  On top of that the letter implies that Nehemiah wants to proclaim himself king.  It 

concludes with another invitation to meet to discuss these accusations.  Sanballat portrays himself 

as one who wants to help Nehemiah clear up these nasty rumors.  Imagine how much energy 

and time away from the rebuilding project this could take.   

If you have been or currently are the target of a false accusation, you know the difficulties that 

come with it.  You deal with the emotion of having your integrity attacked.  You wonder how to 

respond.  You wonder who might believe these accusations.  You wonder who will stand by you 

and who might not.  Nehemiah could have dropped everything and tried to chase down this rumor. 



  

He could have visited every village to proclaim his innocence.  Yet he responds by turning the 

accusation back onto the accuser.  Nehemiah seems to have great faith in his own integrity and 

in God’s ability to look after this.    

Notice the end of verse 9.  “But now, O God, strengthen my hands.”  So how does Nehemiah 

deal with the landmine of false accusation?  Response 2 - He appeals to the Lord for strength.  

This response applies in any situation of false accusation.  Nehemiah dismissed the charge by 

denying them. But sometimes we face false accusations that do stop our work or do need 

concerted defense.  This type of minefield can suddenly appear and take up our energy.  So we 

need the Lord’s wisdom on it or how we need to respond.  We also need God’s strength to walk 

through the minefield of false accusations to come out on the other side.   By His strength we 

keep going day by day. 

Then he faces another minefield.  Minefield 3 – Intimidation. (6:10-14). This one we’ve seen 

before. It comes to Nehemiah from inside enemy Jerusalem’s residents.  A prophet named 

Shemaiah asks Nehemiah to come for a visit at his home in Jerusalem.  Nehemiah’s willingness 

to go indicates some level of trust in this prophet. Nehemiah likely thinks this person supports 

him.  The prophet claims confinement to his house maybe because of some ritual impurity.  Or 

maybe he’s trying to portray some prophetic message.   

Nehemiah soon discovers this prophet’s real loyalty.  He invites Nehemiah to go into the 

temple with him and lock the doors.  Why? The prophet claims Nehemiah’s enemies will attempt 

to kill him that night. Commentators notice the prophet’s phrases look like a prophetic oracle. The 

first phrase makes a statement.  The second repeats the statement with a little enhancement. 

Verse 10 -   “They are coming to kill you.  They are coming to kill you tonight.”  The prophet claims 

to have received this message from God.  He pronounces it to Nehemiah and proposes the action 

– let us go into the temple and lock its doors.  This would presumably save Nehemiah’s life.  

But how would it look to the people if their leader went and hid behind locked doors?  He gets 

protection while they face the enemy.  And how could Nehemiah go into the temple anyway?  He 

was not a priest.  Only priests could go in.  Nehemiah would defile himself and the temple if he 



  

followed this advice.  It would seriously undermine his leadership and credibility in the eyes of the 

people.    

So Nehemiah will not run away.  He recognizes that such an approach would threaten the 

work.  If the leader won’t stay in the face of danger, why should the people. He also discerns that 

God had not spoken through this prophet.  In fact the enemy hired him. 

So Nehemiah calls out to God but with a little different slant. Response 3 - He calls on God 

to deal with his enemies.  The list includes Sanballat, Tobiah, the prophetess Noiadiah and the 

rest of the prophets who wanted to scare him in Verse 14. Nehemiah shows us the way when we 

face scare tactics from others.  Romans 12:19 states “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 

leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.”  So 

we give our enemies over to the Lord to deal with.  His response will be perfect.   

Yet it’s tough when someone tries to intimidate us.  It seems like Nehemiah was a pretty 

courageous and bold person.  He seems to have no fear.   We might think that courage is only 

possible fro these with strong personalities or once in a generation leaders.   

But that’s not accurate.  Every Biblical leader had flaws and weaknesses.  They aren’t really 

the heroes of the Bible story.  God empowered them to persevere and keep going.  God is the 

hero of every story including this one.  God is our source of strength – not our own resiliency or 

resources.   

God brought this to my attention on Friday this week.  A devotional I read pointed out how 

God often demonstrated His power and authority by shaking mountains. God shook the mountain 

when He appeared at Sinai to deliver the law to Moses.  God shook the mountains in and around 

Jerusalem when Jesus died on the cross. God shook the earth when He resurrected Jesus.  In 

shaking the earth he also shook death.  In fact, to get us to our eternal home, God   will shake 

and destroy death itself.  It’s this powerful God who we put our trust in.  So when someone tries 

to intimidate us, we need to put our faith in God who shakes mountains and shakes death.  

Looking at him we stand firm.  As stated in 1 Corinthians 15:58 – Therefore, in light of the fact 



  

that God has defeated death, be steadfast, immovable, abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord, your labor is not in vain.”  That’s how we move with courage. 

Nehemiah faced the minefields of distraction, false accusation and intimidation.  The fourth 

one also hits him close to home.  Minefield 4 – Betrayal by Friends. (6:17-19). Nehemiah 

discovers that the people he thought were with him actually kept in close friendly contact with his 

enemies.  Verse 17 reveals that some nobles corresponded regularly with his enemy Tobiah.  In 

fact, some were bound by oath to him through marriage.  Verse 18 reveals that Tobiah’s wife was 

a daughter of one of Jerusalem’s nobles.  His son had married the daughter of another Jewish 

noble called Meshullam.   

Nehemiah thought Meshullam was with him.  In fact, Meshullam helped repair the wall.  Back 

in chapter 3, verse 4, we read “And next to them Meshullam, son of Berechiah repaired.”  He 

shows up again in 3:30 as helping to repair another section of the wall. So it seemed like this 

Meshullam guy was fully on Nehemiah’s side.  But now it looks like Meshullam’s actions are more 

calculated.  He’s willing to help rebuild the wall.  But he keeps in close contact with Tobiah, 

Nehemiah’s enemy.  If the wall project should fail, Meshullam would still be okay.  He would have 

maintained close ties with the other side.   

This must have discouraged Nehemiah.  In verse 19, we discover that these nobles spoke 

well of Tobiah in Nehemiah’s presence.   Now how would you feel if some close to you continually 

praised your enemy while with you?    If they were really on your side, wouldn’t you hope for more 

sympathy and tact?  Yet it seems that these nobles valued keeping their options open more than 

strengthening Nehemiah.   

So how can we respond when betrayed by friends?  I think about the apostle Paul.  People 

questioned and doubted him in churches he planted.  He experienced a sort of betrayal by those 

closest to him when he stood on trial for his life.  He writes, in 2nd Timothy 4:16-17 – “At my first 

defense, no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged against them. 

But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully 



  

proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.”  So when betrayed by a friend.  Response 4 – 

Turn to the Lord who always stands with us and strengthens us.     

Nehemiah keeps working alongside the people.  This leads to the tremendous announcement 

in verse 15 and 16.  “So the wall was finished on the twenty fifth day of the month Elul, in fifty two 

days.  And when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations around us were very afraid and fell 

greatly in their own esteem, for they perceived that this work had been accomplished with the 

help of our God.”  In spite of all these minefields, Nehemiah and the people complete God’s 

good work with the help of God.   

This was all part of God’s redemptive plan.  He allowed His own people to be defeated and 

carried off into exile.  Yet through that great humbling, they would see more clearly, their need for 

the anointed one – the Messiah.  Yet God also promised to walk with His people as they awaited 

His coming.   

God continues to do that with us today.   We already know the Jesus the Messiah, if we’re 

Christians. We have tasted the new life brought into our lives because of Christ.  Yet we need 

God’s help to avoid minefields and persevere in the Christian life.   

These minefields show up often on the pathways of God’s followers. Distraction; False 

Accusation; Intimidation; Betrayal. It happened to Jesus.  He faced constant distraction from his 

mission. The crowds wanted to make him king.  The disciples wanted him to stay where they 

experienced ministry success.  His own family wanted to take charge of him when they thought 

he was mad. He was falsely accused during his ministry and trial.  The religious leaders verbally 

intimidated him.  Then the high priest’s soldiers and the Romans physically intimidated him 

through beating and abuse.  One of his own disciples betrayed him to the authorities.  The rest 

deserted him or denied knowing him in his hour of greatest need.  Yet because the Father 

answered His prayers and strengthened him, Jesus persevered to the moment he pronounced “It 

is finished.”   

By depending on God, we can navigate through life’s minefields to continue and 

complete God’s work.     God will strengthen us.  God will deal with our oppressors.  God will 



  

empower us to complete the work He has prepared for us to do.   Starting something new can 

bring excitement.  Seeing it through brings challenges.  But by the Lord’s strength finishing can 

bring deep satisfaction.   

So how will we respond?  If you have never received Christ, God wants to do a good work 

in your life.  Yet your enemies have worked hard to keep you from Him.  You may have been 

distracted.   Maybe you have believed false accusations against God.  Maybe you’re scared to 

follow Jesus for fear of what it might cost you.  Maybe you fear betrayal by those close to you if 

you step out in faith.  Yet, you sense your need to receive the Lord and God of the universe into 

your life.  He will never leave you.  He loves you with the deepest love ever imagined.  He gave 

His own Son to die in your place.  Jesus calls on you to receive Him as Lord of your life; to believe 

on His name.  Then God will adopt you as His child.   

For those us who already know Christ, maybe we need to acknowledge that we’ve gotten 

bogged down in one of these minefields.    We’ve stopped or given up lately.  So acknowledge 

that.  Then we need the Lord’s help to get up and get going again.  So I want to lead you through 

a prayer to connect to the Lord so you can keep going.  So let us pray.   

 Invite God to speak and the Holy Spirit to penetrate our hearts.   

 Invite those who don’t know Christ; receive Him; believe on His name; turn away from old 
life and trust your life onto Christ.   

 Reveal a major distraction in our lives now.  Admit we’ve allowed it to turn our eyes away 
from the important.  Ask the Lord to get back on the right path.   

 False Accusation – Lift it to the Lord.  Strengthen the hands of those falsely accused.  
Grand them wisdom; Know when to speak; when to leave it with you.  Bring justice.   

 Intimidated – Courage in God who shakes mountains and death.   

 Betrayed – Healing and a strong sense that You will never leave or forsake us.   


