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Scriptures:  
 Galatians 3: 26-29 
 Acts 2:42-47 
 Mark 10:13–16 
  
Holy Welcome 

I love the thought of World Communion Sunday. I like to think about the fact that tens of 
thousands of Christians around the world are gathering on the same day to remember Jesus’ table 
of welcome. It doesn't matter where you are from, because from God's perspective there are no 
political, ethnic, cultural or national boundaries. From God's perspective we are One people, the 
People of God!   
  
The first-century church believed that Christ’s church stands for a radical inclusion of all of 
God's children. They believed that all those barriers we as humans work so hard to build, God in 
Christ broke through. That is what today’s scriptures tell us. Everyone” no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in 
Christ Jesus.” “All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell 
their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts,” Jesus even said ““Let the little children come to me…for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 
. 
And that should be the message of the church worldwide “You are welcome here—every single 
one of you! For God's grace is enough for all! God's love is poured out to all! The church doesn’t 
always get this right. We as Christians often don’t get this right. The table of communion has not 
been a welcome table for everyone and I admit that is one of the deepest struggles I have with 
the church. I’ve been excluded from tables of communion more than once because I was not the 
right age, gender or religion.  

Just this week we took a new day to commemorate how the church and state got it wrong - 
brutally wrong for a very long time. They/we missed the message of Jesus that all are welcomed, 
all are loved, all are made in God’s image. Residential schools has been called Canada’s 
holocaust and I find it somewhat appropriate that this Sunday is also a day to remember all are 
welcome to this table. I am a believer who believes in radical inclusion - probably more so than 
even many United Church folks and this is why.  

When I think of the sacrament of communion of any day I go back to that first communion. On 
that day known as the last supper consider who sat at that table. The sinner and the saint, the 



sacred and the profane sat with Jesus who blessed and broke the bread and passed it to each one 
of them.  

I can see Jesus sitting with Peter, John, and Judas, communing with them all. I picture Jesus 
washing their feet in humility and grace. I sense his love so deep that he even loved Judas and 
Peter. He allowed Mary to wash his feet and he held them all in love and care. 

He knew he was likely on the verge of death for he had upset the powers that be too much not to 
be and yet instead of being enraged he was humble and loving breaking bread, blessing it and 
asking us all to remember. To remember love over hate, life over death, compassion over 
judgement, grace, mercy and hope.  
 
When I picture Jesus on that day in that moment I truly believe we are all children of God. We 
are beloved, one in Christ; we are to be a multitude of diverse people blanketed in love and 
compassion. No matter your race, your age, your gender identity, your socioeconomic status, and 
here is where I will differ from most I don’t even think Jesus would exclude you for your 
religion. If you want to experience love, grace, welcome and abundance… this is the table set to 
nourish your soul. That is why it is called a sacrament ‘an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and invisible grace.’ The mysterious act of something simple being made holy, connecting the 
holy with the humane. Radical inclusion, radical love, radical grace.  
 
We are one and in our oneness lies our strength; in our oneness the world should see the 
difference in us—through our love the world should see the love and grace of Jesus the Christ.  
May we so live. Happy World Communion Sunday! 


