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[Video - Multiverse Clip] 

Visually stunning. [1 Crowd]

A wave of busy-ness. 

Anyone overwhelmed... 
But the video we just watched?


That's kind of what I imagine... 

Is happening in this gospel lesson.


This is right after last week's lesson.

Jesus has made it absolutely clear... 
That his followers...

Need to be different... 
Than the world around them.

 
AND... are called by him...

TO SERVE. 


Now... Jesus is traveling with his disciples...

And a large crowd... 

A multitude... 

A riot.


He was completely surrounded. 

By people who said... 
They believed in him. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

Over the roar of the crowd...

A single voice cried out. 

Loud and clear.  [2 Son of David]


Jesus - Son of David-

Have mercy on me! 


This voice said Son of David.

Which isn't an ordinary name.

You don't just walk up to someone... 
And say... how you doing....

Son of David.


It is specific. 

It means something.

It is a messianic title.


It's one of the ways... 




That the Jewish people... 
Talked about the One... The Messiah.. The Savior.  
Sent by God.

To save the people. 

 
The Son of David... 
Was the subject...

Of many Old Testament prophesies.


(Jeremiah 33:15) 

In those days and at that time, 

I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; 

he will do what is just and right in the land...


(Isaiah 9:6-7)  

For to us a child is born, 

To us a son is given,  
And the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 


Of the greatness of his government and peace 

There will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

And over his kingdom, 

Establishing and upholding it 

With justice and righteousness 

From that time on and forever.

---------------------------------------------------------------

And pretty soon... [3 Bethlehem]

In just two months... YIKES!

We are going to hear the story...

Of Mary and Joseph... 
And how they were required...

To make the journey...  
To BETHLEHEM...

Because it's the city of David.

 
And they were from the line... 

They were part of the ancestral family... 
Of King David. 


And so... it was unfolding...

Just like it was promised.

The Savior.

The Messiah.

The Son of David.

Was going to come from...

The lineage of King David himself. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

So.  When Bartimaeus...  [4 Bartimaeus]  
Cried out... Jesus Son of David.




He was making a statement... 
A statement of faith. 


He was saying...

In a loud desperate voice...

That he believed with his whole heart... 
That Jesus is the Messiah.

The promised Savior of Israel.


AND... the One... the Only...

Person on earth... 
Who actually had the power... 
To change his life. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

So.  In faith... Bartimaeus cried out.


THEN.... this crowd... 

Of disciples...

And followers... 
And people who were confessing... 
Faith in Jesus... 


This crowd... reacted poorly. 


Many people...

Not just one person...


Not just the jerks... 
Or the rotten apples.


Not the loud mouths... 
Who lack self-control.

 
Not the "bad" people. 

 
Many of them...

Told Bartimaeus...

To be silent.

To hold his peace. 

To hush up. 


Shut it. 

You dirty old beggar... 

---------------------------------------------------------------

So please understand...

It wasn't just a crowd...

Physically moving forward.

I mean... yes! 

They were unified in their motion.

 
But they were also unified...

In their blatant disregard...




For another human being... 
Crying out... with a loud voice... 
On the side of the road...

 
They were unified...

In their unorganized...

But yet effective plan... 
To ignore the man... 
Crying out... 

In faith and hope.

Mingled with pain and despair. 


They were unified... 
In their intention...  
To keep Jesus... 
All to themselves. 


To keep him away from other people... 
Who they deemed... not worthy.

Not clean...

Obviously not blessed...  
Not VALUABLE.

---------------------------------------------------------------

Which is ironic. [5 Valuable]

Because of the man's name. 

Bartimaeus. 


I think it's weird... 
That the author of the gospel... 
Says... Bartimaeus... 
Son of Timaeus.


It's weird... 

Because it's like saying... 
Bond... James Bond. 


It oddly repetitive. 

Everyone who read this gospel... 
Would have known... 
that Bar-timaeus...

Literally means...

Son of Timaeus. 


That's what it means. 


So... it's like the author said...

Son of Timaeus... 
The Son of Timaeus.

It doesn't make sense.

---------------------------------------------------------------

UNLESS... he was making a point. 

About his name. 

According to Strong's Concordance... 




The name Timaeus means... 
Highly prized.

Valuable. 

Worthy.

And yet. 

The crowd told him... 
To be quiet. 


The crowd wanted to move forward... 
Without him.

 
The crowd had cold hearts... 
And just didn't care. 


Not all that valuable.

After all. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

In the middle...

Of this river... 
Of human disregard... 


Something happened.

 
You know how you read a story...

A thousand times...

And suddenly...

One time... there are words...

That jump off the page.

 
That happened to me... 
With this lesson. 


It says. [6 Stood Still]

Jesus stood still. 


Can you see that in your mind...

In your imagination.

 
The crowd... was moving... 
Pulling him along. 

When suddenly...

And intentionally... 

He stopped. 

Dead in his tracks.

Completely immovable. 


And the people... 

Kept swirling and moving...

All around him.


He was an island. 
A rock.  Immovable. 




Because he heard the cry of the man. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

I wonder if it was hard... 
To stand there agains the flow. 
 
I wonder if Jesus had to say...

Hey... could you all back off... 
Just a little bit.

I have something to do.


I wonder if by his stopping... 
The people realized... 
How cold hearted and uncaring... 
They had been.


Doesn't matter. 

He stopped. 

Stood still. 


And healed the man. 


Romans 12:2  [7 Romans]

Do not be conformed to this world,

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 

so that you may discern what is the will of God—

what is good and acceptable and perfect.


That's what Jesus was doing.

He was not conformed...

To the world around him.

He was focused on God's will!

---------------------------------------------------------------

John Stott was a pastor at All Saints Church in London... 

With new members who came to faith in Christ... 

Had a tradition. 


He would have these people...

Sit at the back of the church...

And at the end of the service, 

When everyone was walking out, 

He would have them walk to the front. 


It is actually a very narrow aisle 

To get out of the church. 

And the reason he had these people 

Walk against the traffic walking out of the church 

Was because he was trying to teach them, 

Once you decide to follow Jesus, 

You will have to go against the flow! 


It was a symbol of the opposition 

That we are going to face.

---------------------------------------------------------------




This week's lesson is a corollary... 

To last week's lesson.


Jesus said... 
If you want to follow me...

If you want to be great... 
If you want to do... 
What I want you to do...

 
You need to serve. 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Then this week...

We have this story. 

I think it shows us... 
That in order to serve...

In order to follow Jesus...

And to put his teaching... 
Into practice...


We are going to be going against the crowd.

Against the flow.

Against the basic nature... 
Of this world. 


People are going to look at you...

And think that you're strange.

Because you love.


People are going to look at you... 
Like YOUR values are screwed up...

Because they are flowing forward... 
And you are standing still.

Standing firm.

Standing strong...

In the middle of the flow. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

And the other part of that... [8 Bind Up]

Is that you are going to have your heart broken.

Because when you follow Jesus... 
And you really believe what he teaches... 
And who he is.

 
It will break your heart...

When you see people hate.

When you see people reject people...

When you see people... 

Act like those people...

Right over there... 
Those are the sinners...


As opposed to our people... 
Who are practically perfect in every way... 

We excel even in humility. 




Argh. 

I'm just saying.

If you believe in Christ. 

You need to be prepared.

To stand still... 
As the world... 
Thinks it's moving forward.


And you need to be prepared... 
To have your heart broken.


But have peace.  Have joy.

Remember... Jesus is the One...

The Messiah... 
The Savior... 
Who binds our broken hearts. 

---------------------------------------------------------------

So.  I just think...  [9 Shall Not Be Moved]  
We can't let the world... 
We can't let crowds... 
We can't let gathering of like minded people... 
We can't let politics... 
We can't let movements... 
We can't let peer pressure... 
 
We can't let anything...

In this world... 
Distract us...

From the TRUTH...

That we have learned in Christ. 


We have to stand still.

In the middle of a river...

That has current... 

That is strong...

And tries to sweep us away... 
From being the people... 
God wants us to be.


We need to stand still. 
We need to stand firm. 
We need to be immovable. 

In our faith. 


Like this. 


[VIDEO - I Shall Not Be Moved] 
---------------------------------------------------------------

May we be like Jesus.  [10 Shall Not Be Moved]

May we stand still... 

As the world passes us by.




 
And may we see those in need... 

So that we can fulfill God's will...

In love and obedience. 


Thanks be to God.  Amen!


