
Lay Preachers’ Bulletin - September 2020 
 
September’s lectionary notes have been provided by The Ven. Noel Wygiera – 
Incumbent of St. Luke, Red Deer and Archdeacon of Rocky Mountain. 
 
September 6, 2020 – Pentecost 14 
Matthew 18:15-20 
 
• Where two or three are gathered, there is potential for conflict. It is a reality 

in any community of humans. Jesus speaks of deliberate measures to 
take when conflict arises. Can you speak of an example of this that you 
are aware of where the result was healing and reconciliation in the 
community? (Be careful to respect confidentiality). 
 

• Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. 
Jesus reminds us that when he is the focal point of our interactions in 
Christian community, great things are possible. When we gather, for 
whatever purpose, how do we make Jesus focal point of our gathering? 
How might this affect the tone and the outcome of our gatherings? 

 
 

September 13, 2020 – Pentecost 15 
Matthew 18:21-35 
 
• Why do people dream of winning the lottery? For many of us it is because 

we would really like to see how it is to live debt free. Debt is a form of 
bondage; it enslaves us to another. While it is helpful for us to think about 
our own situation, this parable compels us to consider those who are 
indebted to us. Most of us don’t get out of debt by winning the lottery. Most 
of us get out of debt by working hard and paying it off. However, what if 
we were given a gift and the debt was forgiven? What if the bank manager 
called you and said to not worry about your mortgage anymore? How 
might we think about what others owe us? Are we willing to see the 



freedom that comes with forgiveness as a gift to be shared? This is what 
lies at the heart of the Good News.  
 
 

September 20, 2020 – Pentecost 16 
Matthew 20:1-16 
 
• Jesus’ parable is as challenging today as when he first spoke it. It has the 

ability to poke at the hypocrisy in all of us. On the one hand we can be 
upset about people on welfare getting money for free (in reality its 
nowhere as good as that sounds) and on the other we can be outraged 
by the salaries and bonuses given to CEOs of big corporations while we 
have to work hard to provide for our families. The common denominator 
in both scenarios is that we feel cheated and that the system is working 
against us. We feel that we have been treated unfairly. 

 
• The point of the wage distribution in the parable is that, in the Kingdom 

economy, fairness is not about getting what you think you deserve, its 
about ensuring that all the labourers’ families are provided for at the end 
of the day. That was the point of a daily wage. It is the outcome that we 
pray for in the Lord’s Prayer, “give us today our daily bread.” Is this a 
principle that we live out in the Church today? 

 
 
September 27, 2020 – Pentecost 17 
Matthew 21:23-32 
 
• There’s an old saying that goes, “the road to hell is paved with good 

intentions.” To a degree, that is implied in Jesus’ words as he responds 
to the chief priests and elders. It is not sufficient to say yes to the message 
but not be transformed by it. We can be good at pointing out how others 
need to be transformed, but are we willing to entertain the thought that we 
are in need of it as well? It is an important question to consider, both in 
our personal lives and together as the Church. Revival does not result 



from pointing out the shortcomings of others, it begins with acknowledging 
our own. 


