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  Small Group Study Questions 

October 17, 2021 

James 5 

Speaker: Norm Bowman 

 

Meeting Outline: Reconnect, GO Report, 

Study Questions, and Prayer 

 

1. The epistle of James is the New Testament book of wisdom. Furthermore, it is pastoral 
wisdom. James firmly rebukes and corrects unchristian behavior and attitudes.  But 
he also reflects the very teachings of Jesus with clear direction concerning Christian 
discernment, truth and Godly conduct. 

 

a. Read James 5:13-20 several times and let the words sink into your mind and 
heart. 

 

2. Apparently, James knew about the need for instruction about prayer for the Jewish 
Christians spread throughout the Roman Empire at that time.  So, he poses questions 
and situations for prayer and praise.  

 

a. How do you/we tend to react to suffering? Or to our sense that suffering is 
about to happen? 

 

b. Explore Psalms of lament in the face of suffering. (Psalm 6, 13, 38, 55) 

 

c. Ask the Lord to help you write your own psalm of lament, and then pray it to 
him. The Lord WANTS to receive your deepest pain, complaint and anger.  Let 
Him hear about it all in very clear and even raw terms.  Complaining to people 
turns into gossip. Complaining to God honors Him and invites Him into your 
difficult situation. 
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3. James instructs the church about how to pray for the sick. His instructions include the 
confession of sin to each other and prayer for each other as a process that leads to 
healing. The context clearly indicates that confession, prayer and healing are to 
happen among the gathered believers as a normal and regular practice of "normal" 
believers.  Elijah is cited as being "normal" and yet he was a righteous man who 
prayed with faith and even creation obeyed the God of his prayers.  
 
 

a. God is doing these kinds of things in many of our lives.  Why don't we testify to 
God's healing and working in our lives?  What are we afraid of? 
 
 

4. James' last pastoral guidance has to do with all of us, actually.  There are times when 
we NEED someone to come along side of us, demonstrate genuine love and pastoral 
care, and help us to see the error of our ways.  In fact, there are things in our lives that 
ONLY others are going to see with certain objectivity, so we need to be open to God 
speaking to us through others, and even seek their input into our lives.  Ask the Lord 
for two things: 
 

a. Who might you consult for their input about your spiritual life?  Go to them 
prayerfully and ask for their Godly wisdom. 

 

b. Who might you approach in order to help them see something that needs to 
change, or be corrected, or to bring a word of encouragement?  Prayerfully 
approach that person and ask them if you can share with them what God has 
put on your heart for them. 

 

Yes, this can be a difficult process.  And yes, we are going to make mistakes. 
But we need to be WILLING to make mistakes for the sake of the health of the Church 
of Jesus Christ… and in obedience to the instructions of Scripture. 

Listen to God's promise: The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 

  



3 
 

 


